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ComiOrd^^^k Lengthy Sentomcei in a Week 



ByE^Ecdthohn 

' Nev York Tima Service ; 


. BEDBUG Totaling out lfae fbrath 


m a week,; China convicted a veteran 
democracyactivist on Sunday for “pro- 
viding inteUigenceto hostitefbreignor- 


the gave an intavKwabocr fem- 
er protests to Radio Roe Asia, -which is 
5mnCcdbyihe\3.S-goveniiiicoi- . 

After an tmnsual Sunday trial-in: the 
southern province ofHtman that lasted, 
less than three hours, die .defendant, 
Zhang Shangnang, 42, was sentenced to 
10 years injoison, according toHnman 

J&ghtsmCnina, which is based in New 

YoAi. ■■ . . .. i *•. 

Mr.- Zhang previously ^pent seven ' 
yeais in' prison for organizing an in-. 

HqSmdgnt lahflr union in 1 QRQ. TTm yaar , 

before Ins detention in July, he formed a 
1 group to protect Iaid^iff workers and 
tried to vastier it with local officials. 
^Chinese authorities, fearing social 
: jfcest at a tone of rising unemployment, • 
appear to be especially fearful of any 


labororganizarioiis outside Communist 
Party control and of any efforts to link 
up disaffected workers with democracy 
campaigners. 

Last week, as part of die most severe 
crackdown on dissidents here in' two' 
years; three longthce activists who pro- 
moted a new China Democracy Party — 
Xu Wadi, Qin Yangnrin and Wang 


What many forgot: China is a one- 
party state. Page 4. 


Yoncai — wen: convicted on subver- 
sion charges mid given sentences of 11. 
to 13 years. ■ \ - 

At his brief trial, Mr. Zhang was 
charged with “illegally providing in- 
telligence to jhostfle. foreign organiza- 
tions and persons, 1 ’, according to his 
lawyer andretetives. 

The indictment specifically named a 
phone interview that Mr. Zhang gave 
last inarch to Radio Free Asia in which 
he discussed* protest against high taxes 



War Looms 
In Kosovo 
As Rebels 
Fight Police 


Diplomats Question 
Usefulness of Monitors 
As Truce Disintegrates 


By Mike O’Connor 

Afcv York Tutus Sen ice 


See CHINA, P^je 4 


Dim CaricMo/Agrncr Fnnee-Pnaac 

FLEEING THE FIGHTING — Carabinieri paramilitary police in Otranto, on the coast of southern Italy, 
conducting a roQ call on Sunday of illegal immigrants from Kosovo before sending them to a refugee center. 







As Europe Aligns Its Currencies, Disunity Persists in Pricing 


By Edmund L. Andrews 

AfeW York Times Service 


KRONBERG, Germany — Klaus Gossens 
buflt his career by thinking more tike a European 
tbana German. As head of European trade man- 
agement at Braun AG, he has nurtured one of the 
best-known European brand names for such 
household gadgets as coffeemakezs, spice- 
grinders and electric shaven: 



. j probfemis prici 
shaver ^eBsforubOnl 


A Braun Hex Integral 
i in Spain, $103 in the 


Netherlands, $1 IS in Germany and $124 
in Haixte/lherearesiinilar variations for 
countless other products, from Chanel 
perfume io Volkswagen sedans to Levi's 
jeans to Bayer aspirin. 

And French or German consumers are 
not the only ones who pay more. 
Europe’s biggest retailers themselves of- 
ten pay their suppliers different prices in different 
countries. 

“Until now, buyers tolerated those differ- 
ences,” Mr. Gossens said at Braun’s headquar- 
ters in Kronberg. north of Frankfurt. “But they 
aren't tolerating them anymore. We are entering a 
situation where everything is very transparent. £f 


COUNTDOWN 
TO THE EURO 



I am a buyer and I don *t get satisfactory 
answers about prices. I’ll go off to an- 
other company. 

That may sound like Economics 101, 
but until recently Europeans have been 
fighting it. Though the European Union 
abolished most trade barriers among 
member countries several years ago, 
European retail markets remain stubbornly 
balkanized. 

Now, as 1 1 countries prepare to start using the 
euro as their common currency Friday, the crazy- 
t system has become a battleground. The euro 
theoretically make h much easier to com- 
pare prices and to pounce on discrepancies, ft is 


also likely to give a new lift to cross-border 
transactions within Europe, because it will elim- 
inate exchange-rate fluctuations and the cost of 
hedging against them. 

Though the new bills and coins will not begin 
circulating until 2002, ihe euro is already quite 
real. The participating countries — Germany, 
France, Italy, Belgium, the Netherlands. Lux- 
embourg, Austria, Spain, Portugal, Ireland and 
Finland — will permanently lock their exchange 
rates to the euro on New Year’s Eve and sur- 
render control over monetary policy to the new 
European Central Bank. Some stores already are 


See EURO, Page 13 


PODUJEVO, Yugoslavia — As the 
truce in Kosovo continued to disinteg- 
rate, rebels came down from the hills 
Sunday and attacked a large police po- 
sition here along the main road between 
Belgrade and Pristina, the capital of the 
Serbian province. 

Some diplomats questioned whether 
the international monitors who are trying 
to keep the October cease-fire from col- 
lapsing will be in sufficient strength and 
will learn the skills of keeping peace in 
the Balkans in time to prevent full-scale 
war. About 2.000 monitors are expected, 
but less than half that number is in 
place. 

While some police fought rebels along 
the road, other units tried to enter rebel- 
controlled territory nearby and were 
caught in ambushes that left two armored 
personnel carriers damaged or destroyed 
and three officers wounded, according to 
government officials. The officials said 
the rebels used a 120mm mortar in the 
ambushes. If true, that means the rebels 
have much more powerful weaponry 
than had been known. 

Smaller mortars were used in the 
combat on the main road, though it was 
unclear which side was using them. 
Heavy machine-gun fire poured from 
police units that commandeered a motel 


near the road. The police appeared to 
back after 





By Michael Richardson 

- 1/oenurw/taJ Herald JHhote 





.V SINGAPORF— Mth many of East- 
A^’s erOTOimies mired in recession, 
and' die prospect of further troubles in 
1999, some countries in the region — 
including the two most populous, China 
dTiidcHiesiaV— are Warning that curbs 
:bpenu^^willbe;' 


ASIA 


tei^ sopewi * ALoa< AHEAD 
mass, unem- 
antisocial 
deepearinzbe 

months - ahead, the 

challenge to pofitical 
and. -^ednonue Eberahsm is Asia is 
liftf.ly fofpf ffnrify as Asian gov ernme nt s 
seek to tighten controls bjrassating that 
stability in essential for recovery, ana- 
lystisay. - v' ’-.j" ...• 

“Anew conservatism in-Asia maybe 
rising in reaction to ’ the*; economic 
crisis,’ ' said Ding Xne Liang, aresearch . 
fellow jn die Contemporary China Ceo- . 
leratthe Australian NatHaJalUnivetsity 
in' CanbeoraL ‘To many in Asaaa polity 
ical and jntellectual circles, liberal de- 

+ ilnfti'imr anmartn Ra Rh> golu- 


tibn ' to .'.their current financial and 
economic problems. 

: Yet liberalism — in the shape of more 
i markets and greater accountability 
its is strongly advoc- 
f the United States, other Western 
natif>ngai»ri financial institutions SUCh as 
the World Bank and International Mon- 
etary Fund as the only real solution to 
the region’s fundamental problems. 

Those oountries and institutions have 
provided emergency loans amounting 
to mdre than $140 billion to help three of 
toe most badly affected East Asian na- 
tions — Indonesia, Thailand and Sooth 
Korea — in exchange for reforms. 

A few other countries, among them 
the Idulmpinesl and Singapore, are 
pressing ahead Wife similar reforms to 
make their econbnries more transparent 
and competitive, . . 

But many ofeers aze.eather having 
second feoi^hte/about opening more 
widely to public scrutiny and interna- 
tional co mp etit i on ~or reverting to au- 
thoritarian political controls and metb- 
odsjof the command economy. 

•' Western officials and business ex- 


See ASIA, Page 4 






sia, Warts arid All 



ByTbonias J Met 

’ JrtmrteUU'nai Herald Tribune 


— haridlefeescrutiny 
a dial that Jays bare the inner work- 


'■{ KUALA-i^lF^ Anwar 

£?- Ibrahim, Malaysia.’ s ousted- deputy; 
>. ' prime minister^ was firat- hrougm to 
court twomondis agponcomiption and 
i sodomy drjiges, there were calls fram 
y across the political spectrum for a fair 
L and. open procedure. Malaysia was em 


_ . ■ — — 

much as Mr. AnWar was. . 

: But after 33 day^ of ^tnamy^cm e 

one inwhkb hSmalioa has long; been 
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trial is repotted nightly on the 
television news and is featured almost 
. every day on tbe front pages of news- 
!' papers here, offering an mifiltered and 
, unprecedented view of the tipper ech- 
elons of power. The case has featured 
- the names of top officials, among them 
Hose allies of Prime MinisterMahalhir 

bin Mohamadr wbo disnnssed Mr. An- 
: war in September after a year of ac- 
rimohy. between the two men. Wit- 
nesses have told fiie court how fecy 
w^avranJedgewernmentcontracts, an 
-ofba-ctoaqiteproce^ 

• Putsnoply, ffie trial ofMr. Anwar is 
shdcmg tfae foundation of government 

' Ahd lawyers, political analysis and fee 
police say they are concerned about 
collateral damage. 

“Whatishnrfing most now in Malay- 
sia are fee institutions of democracy and 

government,” said Rustam Sani, a lec- 
turer af fee Umveraity of Malaya. 

* “They are nascent, still being built the 
. judiciary, fee police^ ti» cml service, 

die political parties.' It wffl take some 
tinre DniO we can have confidence in 
. feoseinstitittioiis again.” , 

Perhaps fee best indicator of the 


rn c 



Svra NKlMniKVAgencr FndM-Pi*« 

CHALLENGE TO NETANYAHU — Yitzhak Shamir, left, lending 
support Sunday as Uri Landau of Likud announced his candidacy for 
prime minister. Meanwhile, a top Likud contender dropped out. Page 7. 


AGENDA 


Iraq Vows to End UN Oil-for-Food Deal 


Iraq said it would reject an exten- 
sion of a UN-monitored oil-for-food 
program feat feeds civilians and that it 
would order aid monitors to leave. 

Baghdad also said it would fire on 
U.S. and British warplanes patrolling 
the “no-fly” zones imposed after the 
Gn If War. Officials said that anti- 
aircraft gunners were prepared to 


open fire on planes patrolling the 
zones. 

The tough talk came as a group of 
Arab legislators meeting in Amman, 
Jordan, condemned recent U.S.-Brit- 
ish air attacks as “unjust aggression” 
and called on Arab governments to 
work on the lifting of the UN trade 
embargo against Iraq. Page 7. 


PAGE TWO 

New Swiss President: The ‘facilitator’ 


Page 7. 
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Page 6. 
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Bonn’s Plea on Taxes 


Germany appealed to other EU 
members Sunday to get rid of what it 
called unfair tax loopholes and em- 
phasized that creating a system of 
“fair taxes “ would be a priority whai 
Germany took over the rotating pres- 
idency of the European Union at the 
start of the new year. Page 11. 


Bonn Parties 
Divided Over 
East German 
Ex-Stalinists 


have pushed the attackers 
about half an hour. 

International monitors say ethnic Al- 
banian civilians have come under sniper 
fire from the police in the motel for 
several days. 

There has been shooting in this area of 
northern Kosovo since Thursday, when 
government forces tried to capture 'a 
village and the regional headquarters of 
the rebel Kosovo Liberation Army. 


Ethnic Albanians, who make up more 

ilatu 


By John Schmid 

I ru emotional Herald Tribune 


FRANKFURT — Nine years after 
East Germans ousted fee Communists, 
the heirs of the Stalinist party have taken 
a giant stride toward fee political main- 
stream in their new political system. 

Ever since Eastern Germany’s re- 
formed Communists made unexpec- 
tedly strong gains in the September 
elections, fee political establishment in 
both Eastern and Western Germany has 
agonized over how to treat a once-un- 
touchable party newly legitimized by 
the ballot box (jut still stigmatized by its 
totalitarian roots. 

The reformed Communists, since re- 
named fee Party of Democratic Social- 
ism, now revel in their status as fee self- 
declared party of Eastern pride and 
lobby for unification's losers. Riding its 
momentum, the PDS already plans to 
expand its newfound influence in an 
unusually heavy slate of four East Ger- 
man statehouse races and myriad mu- 
nicipal elections next year. 

“We are normal.” said Hanno Har- 
oisch, a party spokesman. “We have an 
enduring place in the political land- 
scape.” 

But just as it appeared on its way to 
respectability and acceptance, fee party 
inflamed fee debate over its oppressive 
past this month. 

Tearing open old wounds, its leaders 
called for an amnesty for crimes com- 
mitted in the name of the old Com- 
munist government, including shoot- to- 
kiil orders for border guards. 

They then added to the ensuing up- 
roar with proposals to pay compensa- 
tion io former East German officials 


than 90 percent of Kosovo's population, 
want to form an independent country. 

After fee rebels repulsed a govern- 
ment attack Thursday, international 
monitors brokered an agreement in 
which both sides agreed to pull back 
their troops, but neither side seems to 
want to stop fighting. 

On Saturday, rebels killed an elderly 
Serbian man in a village near Podujevo, 
the largest town in the area; he was the 
father-in-law of a local police official. 
The rebels said he had been firing at 
them from his home. 

On Sunday morning, as local Serbs 
gathered for the man’s funeral, rebels 
shot and wounded another older Serb, 
who they also said was firing at them. 

With tensions growing, fee monitors, 
stationed in the local headquarters of 
both rebel and government forces, were 
summoned to brief senior monitors in 
Pristina. About 30 minutes after they 
left, the lighting started. 

The police said they were ambushed 
as they sought to rescue the elderly man 
who was wounded. A rebel leader said 
fee police came to attack them. 

Some foreign officials said the fight- 
ing Sunday was partly fee result of fee 
inexperience and insufficient number of 
the monitors. 

“There was nobody to tell the KLA, 
•Relax, relax.’ ” a foreign official said, 
speaking of fee Kosovo Liberation 
Army. “If they go in and work the prob- 
lem it will calm down,” be said. Then, 
referring to fee regional rebel command- 
er, he added, “If they don't stay on top of 
it, Remi will take Podujevo, in fee worst 
case, and that means Pristina is next.” 

■ Violence Threatens Mission 


See GERMANY, Page 5 


The Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe said fee worsen- 
ing violence in Kosovo jeopardized its 
truce- verification mission, Reuters re- 
ported from Warsaw. 

“If the bloodshed and violence es- 
calate, the OSCE will have to reconsider 
the forms of its activity in Kosovo,” 
said fee head of fee organization. For- 
eign Minister Bronislaw Geremek of 
Poland. The group is responsible for 
sending the unarmed monitors. 


Legacy of ’60s Plays Out in Divisions Over Clinton 


By David S. Broder and Richard Morin 

Washington Post Service 


See MALAYSIA, Page-4 


WASHINGTON — The sharply divided public 
reaction to the impeachment of President Bill Clinton 
has provided a dramatic showcase of a struggle for 
American values that goes back to fee 1960s and 
remains unresolved today. 

As an emblematic figure from that troubled decade, 
polls and analysts said, Mr. Clinton confronts his 
follow .citizens wife choices between deeply held 
moral standards and an abhorrence of judging others’ 
behavior, a conflict fee baby boomers have stirred all 
then adult lives. 

A series of surveys about values by The Washington 
Post, the Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation and 
Harvard University underlines fee growing tolerance 
Americans now display for groups like homosexuals 


feat have suffered discrimination and toward practices 
from interracial marriage to premarital sex that once 
might have been condemned. That tolerance also 
extends to free expression of controversial views. 

Bur few issues are more revealing than Mr. Clin- 
ton’s impeachment when it comes to highlighting how 


As its life ends, the 105th Congress seems to have 
frozen the early agenda of the I06th. Page 3. 


values have changed over the last 30 years. Almost 
without exception, experts interviewed said feat fee 
public verdict in his case was far different than it 
would have been in fee late 1960s because the values 
environment has changed. 

Conflict over the social order is notably less violent 
than it was in 1968, when fee assassinations of Martin 


Luther King Jr. and Robert Kennedy, anti-Vietnam 
War demonstrations, urban riots and violent clashes 
between police and protesters at fee Democratic Na- 
tional Convention scarred fee nation’s consciousness. 
But 1998, wife a bitter, year-long battle in the courts 
and Congress climaxing in the first presidential im- 
peachment in 130 years, has left deep divisions across 
social, political and generational lines. 

They begin, according to fee Post/Kaiser/Harvard 
survey, wife a near-even split between those (50 
percent) who think a president “has a greater re- 
sponsibility than leaders of other organizations to set 
fee moral tone for fee country” and those (48 percent) 
who say, “As long as he does a good job running the 
country, a president’s personal life is not important.” 

Reflecting fee partisanship engendered by fee long 


See VALUES, Page 3 




5 

- 55 









W - - - 1 - ^T j »g iw= 

u?~* 


>*£'■•_ a; 33e»w 


INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE, MONDAY, DECEMBER 28, 1998 


PAGE TWO 


Challenge for Jewish President/ Weighty Matters of Conscience 



A Swiss ‘ Facilitator ’ Searches for the Middle 


J e H l 


., V' . s 




By John Vinocur 

iniemadawl Herald Tribune 


B ERN — Ruth Dreifuss says it almost 
before her visitors are settled into their 
chairs: She will not be an alibi, a public 
relations prop depicting Switzerland as 
reconciled with its past, or a marker to paint its 
history with the harsh, dark lines of caricature. 

But being Switzerland's first woman and first 
Jewish president may come with difficulty. 

Hex success, as she suggests, would mean 
helping find a new context, a still uncertain 
middle space, where Switzerland could begin to 
come to terms with its old self-vision of virtue, 
and its new and unwelcome persona of World 
War H accomplice and prcfiteur. 

A reservoir of anger and grief that has not yet 
. found resolution accompanies the post she takes 
over for a year on Jan 1. 

How does she do the job right, getting all the 
nuances, choosing the references between bu- 
colic picture postcard and self-flagellation, that 
both confront and try to explain an aching real- 
ity? How does Ruth Dreifuss serve as the em- 
blematic representative of a country that fen: 
years tried, in effect, not to know how much it 
was a conscious onlooker to the Holocaust or 
even more, its shameful beneficiary? 

Her job is largely ceremonial, a mission she 
defines as more one of a “facilitator" than an 
uncontested leader at the head of the Federal 
Council, or Swiss government Her election as 



president she stresses, came not as part of a vast 
Swiss image-retouch, but because it was simply 
her turn, as the council member responsible for 
health and social affairs since 1993. to take over 
the country's rotating presidency. Even so, being 



government-appointed panel of internationalhis- 
torians will issue a report on Swiss policy during 
the war. She has said she expects to Laonch a 
national debate, and — the hunt for the middle 
comes in hoe — to explain to Jewish orga- 
nizations where their demands are justified and 
where, as she signaled in advance, they are less 
so. 

Miss Dreifass, who is 58 and not married, was 
bom to Swiss-Jewish parents in St Gallon and 
moved during the war to Geneva, across the lake 
from Nazi-occupied France, or as she puts it. ' ‘a 
few kilometers from a death sentence.” She 
recalls her father as a Swiss patriot, experiencing 
“a moment of joy" when he put on a Swiss 
military uniform for the first time. 

There was no massive, jpopular Swiss and-. 
Semitism during the war, Miss Dreifuss believes, 
but real ami- Semitism. nonetheless in the coun- 
try’s asyhnn policy. "The worst was the in- 
difference, and pushed to die extreme, consid- 
ering Nazism normal and that it didn't ooncecn 


Appeal Endures Despite Waning Influence 

— u Defenders of JMch can be g^d 

By Jacques Sternberg ; - m traditionally imfria^y pbas. 

• New ftrit Times Service ■ a British official at the united Nft- 


cveaintraamonauj 

A British official at the Uaked Na- 
tions, who insisted on awnyx^ so he ■ 
nor fee seen as a defender of the 


NEW YORK - VS. higli school 

R^corid oca- 

nnlse. But the more remaikaWe newim «ri*. 


language circles may really beihmmilr 
lions of American teenagers continue to 
study French, despite lie fading sig- 
nificance of France and its language. 

According to the most recem surveys. 


who leam a foreign language in midd l e 
school and high school ttQl chooses 
French, a language spoken fluently by 


“If yoa want to impress yp ur gn- 
frieod," Jhe said, “have a bit of French 

^^hSgout another oRve branch, he 
added, "I don’t drink: you should n«- 
essarily be hard-nosed, saying yon 
shook! only leam a language that Is 


need an education to be c&- 


. -i** ■■ 

.... 44r.. 


Her own career developed through the So- 
cialistParty and feminist activities as she worked 
in the trade union movement A reputation of 
calm, fairness, and competence allowed her to 
leap local politics, bringing her directly into the 
government five years ago. 


M ISS DREIFUSS talks sparingly of 
her own personal history, but she 
says her family '‘lived in fear' ’ dur- 
ing the war. There has been no 
change in the volume of her mail since the 
Parliament approved her selection as president in 
early December, although some letters were 
"more vehement, more stupid." As for anti- 
Semitism in Switzerland, "I’ve encountered it, 
" you could say. It happens. I’ve never suffered 
from it as an obstacle." 

In a country in which women received the right 
to vote in all its cantons only in 1990, Miss 
Dreifuss sees herself as a new face. "I represent 
- another Switzerland. More urban. More egal- 
itarian. More tolerant’' 

She is an advocate of Swiss membership in the 
United Nations and the European Union. Neither 


AkwnAo ddb W»0e/Th« toM Itai 


President Dreifuss is not less delicate; getting to 
the consensual middle on the issue of Switzer- 


the consensual middle on the issue of Switzer- ” 
land's conscience cannot be comfortable for 
her. 

When she talks to visitors in an office of 
careful unpretentiousness, her sentences almost 
always seem to come in pairs. It is as if her - 
articulation of her dilemma, expressing the many 
contradictory levels of her vision of Switzerland, 
had a double track, a constant negative plus positive 
link, an on- the -one-hand layer of resolve and dir- 
ectness, and an on-the-other-hand layer of mod- 
ifiers and clauses. 

So, when Miss Dreifuss points to how Switzer- 
land started to resolve the issue of money owed 
Holocaust survivors by Swiss banks, she quickly 
adds, ‘ ‘This was an initiative, I recognize, that was 
bom only under outside pressure." 

The pattern is strong. On-the-one-hand: "1 don’t 


Tm hoppy to be able to say that 
Switzerland is moving and that Vm part 
of what’s moving / 


me saying that But that’s enough. Even if it's like it 
is elsewhere, that's enough." 

Yes, she says, there are now "certain marks on 
Switzerland’s reputation." but no, "I don’t think 
you can talk' about damage" to Swiss effectiveness 
economically or on the international level. 


will happen mi her watch, but should be taking 
place, she believes, during the next five years. 


T HE PATTERN seems almost instinctive, 
and curiously it reflects the way Miss Dre- 
ifuss sees Switzerland dealing with its fears 
about its past “There have always been 
two movements. We try to find out a bit more, and 
then we close up the cellar so as not to see what’s in 
there. I think we’re going much further now." 

Possibly the most intense period of Miss Dre- 
ifuss's presidency will come in the spring when a 


.ant that my presidency gives anybody the fee line 
that Switzerland no longer has to be concerned with 


its past" or the elements of anti-Semitism in iL 
Then, on -th e-other, about anti-Semitism: "I deny 
that it's any greater here than elsewhere. Don't have 


If she insists she is unwilling to serve as anyone’s 
lever or alibi. Miss Dreifuss says she wul pay 
special attention to the needs of women's and 
human rights groups. Then she adds her modulating 
clause. They must not be demagogic. 

At her most bold. Miss Dreifuss, says, "I’m 
happy to be able to say that Switzerland is moving 
and that I'm part of what's moving." 

This, of course, had its own careful preface: "I 
don’t want the Swiss to think that equality is 
achieved because I’m president of this country.” 
“There’s a long way to go," she says. 


Cathal Goulding, Ex-IRA Chief, Dies 


The Associated Pros ■■ ■ . 

DUBLIN — Cathal Goulding, 75, 
former chief of staff of the Irish Re- 
publican Army, died Saturday in a Dub- 
lin hospital, the British national news 
agency. Press Association, reported. 

The cause of death and funeral ar- 
rangements were not immediately 
known. 

Mr. Goulding, a committed Marxist, 
was die IRA’s commander in 1969 
when the paramilitary group split. 

His poorly armed ami poorly organ- 
ized group had been unwilling to begin 
an insurrection in British-ruied North- 
ern Ireland in the late 1960s, and after 
a bloody feud, younger Roman Catholic 
militants such as Gerry Adams and Mar- 
tin McGuinness broke away to form the 
Provisional IRA and Sinn Fein. 

Under Mr. Goulding’s leadership, die 
Official IRA declared a cease-fire in 
1972. 


Mr. Goulding became highly critical 
of tiie Provisionals, saying that the vi- 
olence in Northern Ireland was sectarian 
and that it made Irish unity more dif- 
ficult. 

Mr. Goulding was bom in Dublin in 
1922, into a family with strong IRA 
connections. 

He was interned by the Irish gov- 
ernment during World War II for his 
membership in tiie Irish Republican 
Army. After the war, be was involved in 
the revival of the organization, and in 
1953 he was sentenced to prison for 
eight years in Britain for an arms raid on 
a school in England. 

Alfredo Covelli, 84, Founder 
Of Italian Monarchist Party 

ROME (AP) — Alfredo Covelli, 84, 
who founded a monarchist party in 
1946, the year Italians voted to inau- 
gurate a republic, died Friday in Rome, 


Italian news reports said Samrday 

Mr. Corbelli’s National Monarchical 
Party appealed to some of the 11.5 mil- 
lion Italians who had voted in favor of 
retaining the monarchy. In 1972, the 
party became a part of the neofascist 
Italian Social Movement Mr. Covelli 
served for more than 30 years in the 
Italian Parliament 


4 Dead as Storms Lash 
Ireland and Britain ; C 


Sandro Cberchi, 87, a sculptor who 
was one of tiie founders of the Italian 
anti-fascist artistic and literary move- 
ment Corrente of the 1930s. died in his 
Turin home, RAI television reported 
Saturday. 


Wang Ganchang, 90, the Chinese- 
and German-trained scientist credited 
with founding China’s atomic bomb 
program, died Dec. 10 in Bering of an 
unspecified illness, die Xinhua press 
agency repotted Saturday. 


Agence France-Presse 

LONDON — Four people were killed, 
one is missing, and about 200,000 homes 
were without electricity Sunday after 
hurricane-force winds and rain lashed 
Britain and Ireland, the police said, ! 

A 23 -year-old man died when a tree 
fell on his car in the Connemara region 
of western Ireland, where winds hit 106 
miles (170 kilometers) pm- hoar. A man 
died in Northern Ireland when his car 
smashed into a fallen tree. 

In northern Wales, another auto ac- 
cident caused by fallen trees kilied a 
five-year-old boy and seriously injured 
his mother, who was driving. Rescue 
workers in Devon, western England, 
pulled the body of a 44-year-old man 
from a swollen river. 

In Brighton, south England, a man 
was carried away by a huge wave as he 
was about to swim in the sea. 


nese, which combined arc spoken by 20 
percent of the world's people.: _ . : 

This comes as French effectively 
to English its longtime standing as 
the first language of diplomacy, among 
other crowns. So is French being taught 
out of propor ti o n to its role in the family 
of nations and the global economy? 

Richard Brecht tirinks so. He is the 
director of a group called tire National 
Conned of Organizations of Less Com- 
monly Taught Languages, which rep- 
resents anyone teaching languages other 
♦h»n Kn glwh, French, Spanish and Ger- 
man- He comes down particularly hard 
on French (studied by 22 percent of 
American teenagers) and German (6 
percent), saying be can think of no good 
reason to posh them on so many Amer- 
ican students at tiie expense of R ussian 
or Japanese. 

“The only answer that makes sense; 
besides the fact that those are the lan- 
guages available, is that they are just so 
deeply embedded in our cultural tra- 
ditions," Mr. Brecht said: “It becomes 
a cultural argument, not a logical - ar- 
gument, and that’s not an argument" 

Mr. Brecht, a professor of Russian at 
tiie University of Maryland, said it made 
sense for Americans to know Spanish; 
which is “our second language" and 
which two out of three teenagers leant 
So too tire languages of Asia arid Russia: 
because their actions have social and 
economic consequences for tire United 
States. Yet only 03 percent study Rus- 
sian, 0.17 percent take Cantonese and' 
Mandarin and 0.77 percent Japanese, 
according to tire American Council on 
the Teaching of Foreign Languages. 

For America's schools, tire reasons 

One^stradhiofi: Anrerica.’s < Sve- affair' 
with French can be traced to 18th-cen- 
tury Southern colonists, whose classical 
education included the language 
Though the. world may have, changed 
since then, ascbool’s.atrenipt tobroaoen 
its language palette can be (tifficnlt, wilh 
the' teachers and time needed to offer 
Russian or Chinese or Arabic — harder 
and Longer to master than French or 
Spanish — in short supply. 

For the second year. Lake Forest 
High School in Felton, Delaware, a 
small town near Dover, is offering Jap- 
anese to 10 students. But to squeeze it 
into tire curriculum — to meet their 
language requirement, roughly half the- 
students take Spanish, the other half 
French — tire class is given after school, 
via satellite from tiie University of 
Georgia. The program costs $5,000 and 
is funded by a federal grant. . .. .... 

There are, of course, more than a few ; 
Francophiles who are appalled at any 
suggestion that tire importance- of 
French is declining. After afl, French is 
necessary for translating the works of 
Voltaire, or even tire w orks of Celine 
Dios, a French Canadian. 


a eab in New York,’’ he said. "There, 
Urdu might be-helpfuL" 

Not so for those traveling to Quebet. 
where French is a necessity and tire use 
of English is restricted on signs, or for 
those interested in the arts. 


Ficldston School m New Yadc, is in her 
- tinzdyear cf French, which she believes 
wiU help her in becoming a ballerina. 
"The steps that are done, they were 
named in trance, because that is sort of 
where ballet took hold," said Moigan, 
14! "We dohttie stories in French class. 
Someone was throwing something and 
die book used the word jeter. I thought, 
‘Oh, I Imowwhatthat is.' V ■ x - 
' Amanda WUdex^au Uth grader at the 
Kent School in Litchfield Gnmiy, Con- 
necticut, conk! have- chosen Gennteflf 
Spanish, Japanese or Latin.- White mdsr 
other classmates selected Spanish, she 
jacked French.' - 

“ ‘I had been told fhatftench was the 
language of the diplomats," she said, 

“airithataHhigh-poweredpeqpte,such 
as Madeleine Albngfat, spoke it." 

Yet it is in the area of diplomacy that 
French has suffered some of its bitterest 

losses. While sozne in Fiance continue to 

swat away Americanized phrases like le 
stress and disk-jockey that have slipped 
through their borders; delegates of 
fomrer French colonies from Africa and 
Southeast Asia are increasingly choos- 
ing to Mwimmiifate in "English rather 
timnFrehch at official conclaves. 


Another Team Sets - 
Balloon Attempt - 






The Associated Press • - 

• - SYDNEY -wAn Austrulia&- 

: A meri c an team m pr ep ari ng farits^ 
.attempt ax the first no nstop around- • - 
tise-woridballoonfihghL < wxfh'iz«t?o 
. off planned fat just days after an- 
other team splashed down in the 1 ? 

• Pacific Ocean. j 

The team, led by the Denver real z 
estate-magnate.. Dave. Lunger, is 7 
making final preparations in tire 
-Australian outback town of Alice '] 
Springs. Mr. Lunger, John Wal- j 
lington, an Australian, and Bob , 
Martin, a journalist from Al- J 
bnquerque. New Mexico, expects:; 
to succeed where others failed by • 
taking the high road, flying on the ! 
outer edge of the atmosphere where 
weather should not bean issue. 

The launch is scheduled for ] 
Tuesday morning. : ‘i 

The team willfty under a huge* 
NASA-developed balloon, in .- a flj 
pressurized capsule, reaching aur.r 
altitude of about 24 miles (39 \dr 1 
•lometers) above sea leveL , - j 
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DUdget iunmcn 

=■1^1^ Despite Suiphuesy jSidltAn Spending Caps 
v - , ^W^^^cePoliticians to Maize Sacrifices : 


*•< % M 

... 

^ H V 


By RicIianJW.Steva^zj. 

, " New York Titan Servlre ' '-- 


ccxporate - tax . loopholes and finding 
ways to sqoeeze jnore money out erf 
tobacco cx^mpames and cigarette sales. 

■ Republicans, loo, are chafing under 


J. V,. w ■ Wri mmTMm,, . • - ■ wiuiniucs 4UU uencuc 

,^Agfffl yC? TON^ — As. the.CKntao; - Republicans, too, are chafing under 
• v t V -'admansnmanffmshe& drawing up icr the badgctrulcsl Stymied by the ad- 
• ** awt ^)en£fing px>posais for the next ' ministration in their efforts to get a big 

V •- *" L a i- ‘ft fitMl VMI- '+J. * ■ it-. I . 1 ii ■ ■ ° . . Jr 


-*T.' "" T 1 1 

. * '•• ^ :,plexing bal painfnl realityfoardespxle 

= 1 - mountingf aicxalbtulget Surpluses diere 

2 *is I&to. rnbney fbr new programs, and 

' t> \- : ^-somc: areasccwld face cms. - 

..'2 ‘■‘••cz - r? 5 fon^ , v - Given die strict spending caps eo- 
:^*T. • * ®* a t * nte wfcentfc deficitseenied 

- r ^ luf bndgettacks to 

’ ..-toe programs that Presidem Bill CKntan 

• ' ; ■“ 2 ‘ ^ssiafH wants. to. propose. wjiep he seta ont bis 
priorities to^ongress next month. ' 

:_, c " v '5 A dmi nistration officials .said, they 

J* - . ~ j(w " jvooldhave enough money available in 

'■*•• -- theft budgey>lM to ^ 

' * y- - ^ oa -? aD sfiff posh ah.' activist agenda 
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^despite 


tax cot this year,foey-are regrouping to 
try again. . = . . . 

Republk^c^ for a tax cot to be 
financed out of budget surpluses over 
- thenextdecade, but in a Way intended to 
deflect criticism from Democrats dial it 
wdoM endaogerSorial Security. Under 
the plan, the . government would coo- 
tinne to set 2 &de die portion of the 
surplus generated by to&puyroll taxes 
that finance Social Security. Excess So- 
cial S ecurity tax revenues accounted for 
r afl of the $70 bilHon surplus last year and 
ate expected to account for nearly all of 
the surpluses for the next several years. 

' But with new, , albeit tentative, ana- 
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SOUTHERN EXPOSURE — Ray Watson 
removing ice-covered branches in Hunts- 
vffle, Alabama, while Dexter Cole soaked 
up the sun’s rays at Pass-a-G rifle, Florida. 
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^ domestic jxojpxa& that went 

-nowhere m Congress this year, such as 
W.school constraction, anb-p(rfUiti(Mi ef- 
^^ , ^. i <^^';fo8te .ahd tax breaks for child-care ex- 


Jnitiatives sack as assistance jfor dis- 
“jj abled people retumingto wtak. 

Bat he also is ranmuttedto providing 
. .-ajamemoney far defense ^^and has already 
... 'J2* ■ ,| ‘2a.Hj I : / ’yuwimcednis suroortfor ah increase in 
'v-2-2 tp®y aiidpeiBions for the inOitaryk 

. Mr. Glinhai has told members of 

* Congress dart .it wiB be all Imt im- 

, ■ tpossible to deal with ali die issuesfecing 

r ri»coa^ry, from jxovidingmoreinil- 
*" 2 y Q$tn' ritary- spending to dealing, with Medi- 
‘ care’s looming troubles to meeting 

:t. tf E t tDemocx^prioritimfbrdomesttop^ 

‘ v '^:raat *S rain s* Qblcss thrae is agreemeattotise 
: •■^ jC 2 a[j ai LSome ofliie siirphis. a step tb^ Mr. 

‘Ointon continues to vow he will not 
'-■c.; i»jn ^ ;cveoconsidieruntrf;thcija.tiaasettleson 
^ platLtoshore upScK^Secarity. . . 

» ‘‘Stejdngwitothep^cyafxeserv^ 

- v. -toe smphis until we’ve fixed Soaal Se- 
*•' "rcurily nas lefi us wito;U'lto^t budget,’ ■ - 

said Gtaxs Sperling, toe while House 

— - economic adviser, ‘^mbalaocing fiscal 

utiseqjBne witii effods to pass rasw in- 
ijlpf JpQnj^ {vestments in edaratioix and otoex pri- 
jorities basin one form OTaJXjtha-beeu the ; 


■ --rsac 
• - ;^‘- £ =Pa l 

sfc 
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cans are optimistiothat they can pay for 
a big tax cut atid help pay for needed 
spending increases without being ac- 
cused of endangering toe future of toe 
retirement system 
The immediate problem for toe com- 


Can New Congress Rise Above Predetermined Role? 
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; balancing aettob {geaidemhas.succeodbd . - coming year. The change removes a 
•io puDing off tofraigbout ins tenure: 7 ’ “fire wall” between the money avail- 
; iDtoenxantim^toeadmnnstrationis able for domestic programs and toe 
j assembling abudgetfo? theyeaff starting money available for military p r o gram s, 
( ; Oct l toattioes not refy on toe surplus, essentially- allowing one area to be 


out ux toe budget law: The caps, which 
have grown increasingly tight in the last 
few years, effectively require afreeze in 
spending on discretionary programs for 
.toe next fiscal year — meaning a cut in 
many cases once inflation is taken into 
acaxmL The tightness of toe caps was a 
jolt even to cabinet members, who in 
recent: months proposed p rogra m s cost- 
iug tens of Influos of dollars more than 
toe administration has to work with. 

As a result, many of Mr. Clinton's 
plans this year will be limited or scaled 
back. On Wednesday, he unveiled his 
plan to provide more money next year 
for assistance to die homeless. Under 
tbeplan, be will ask for federal spending 
of $1,125 bHUcio for the year starting 
next -Oct- 1; iq> from $975 million this 
year. Bat a yearago he was pushing for 
a lugger increase, to $1,150 billion. 

the outioakfor domestic programs is 
particularly clouded by a change in the 
budget . rules that takes effect in the 
coming year. The change removes a 
“fire wall” between the money avail- 
able for domestic programs and toe 


, » Instead; it staysin balance by offsetting raided; to finance the other. - 
Itoe castof xiew^st^iBmfe wisents ip j->Rjq5ubIicans are pressing hard for a 
jotWaS* 2 fcn<i Wr tireatmg'toewi 'pets -of srtst aati altiKgease-in defense spending 
Imoney, at least in game C j AdmipStai^ next year, adjasted for ioflatiofl, to begin 
; tioa officials declined to divulge any offsetting years of declines. The White 
j details; but people witb whom to^ have Bcmse has already scaled back a request 
J consulted said the ideas under consid- from toe Pentagon but seems likely to 
;eration included closing a variety of approve a tuoltibiUion-dollar increase 
» fca next year, and k will no douU have to 

\ :?-.T : . ■•■■’' n ;7.^ ”| negotiate a larger figure with Congress 

J rj - ‘if g\ 'V' -. 1 i • before the bur%et process ends. 

^ smallest Uctuplet “The long and short of it is that the 
] ' • vv • '■ ■ •• :• • * . .. discretionary caps, even if we kept de- 

I Dies in Houston ' fense ar levels we bad been projecting 

• • “ ; 7 ^ •_ would . be incredibly ti^it, said 

I .. . L ' - ' i Associated Press . Thomas Kahn, staff director and. chief 

; , HOUSTON — The smallest of counsel for Democrats on die House 

! tbe pd^plete bom here tins month Budget Committee. By increasing mil- 

! died early Sunday from heart and itary spending, tie said, “it’s going to 

• hmg failure, a wed: after she was take a huge whack out of nondefense 

J bom weiring just 103 ounces. discretionary” spending, “and shows 

■ TexaS-Omdren ’s Hospital an- even more dearly how difficult it’s go- 

-■ '< nounced- toe death Of the baby, iug to be to live within toe caps.” 

; O^indu Qndqca, wito ^was mck- . Members of boto parties say toe 

] namedOdera. ■ •...••- ■ spending caps remain a valuable source 

i_ She arai her sc ven siblings had of fiscal discipline for Washingto n and a 

^beOT ja-intejKrve care since her ; . source of considerable reassurance to 
“ birto l>ec. 2{} aspan of toe world’s' Wali Street, which remains wary of the 

first surviving set of octuplets. federal government’s penchant for liv- 

. . .The baby's condition began to ing beyond its means. 

deteriorate significantly Saturday, But while toe caps are almost certain 

* when' doctors moved, her from a to remain mpUce, both parties are likely 

• coxrventional.vtoitilmm to an os- to search for ways around them, as they 

'• dilator m an effort to irr^ffove her did in the . negotiations that concluded 

■ blood oxygenation- ' the budget for Re current fiscal year. 


Smallest Octuplet 
Dies in Houston 

. J ' ~ t'.'Th* Associated Press 

, E10DST0N — The smallest of 
tite pdh^eis bom here tins month 
died cfflfy Stmday from heart and 
huig firiJure, & week after she was 
bam weighing just 103 dances. 
TexaS-Qnldren’s Hospital an- 
' oounced- toe death Of toe baby, 
Onjrodu Qndeara, who was mck- 
mumedOdere ■. ■ 

She Jaxi twr seven siblings had 
^becto to’totenave care since her 
birtoE>ec.2Daspan oftoe world's' 

. . T^ha^t.conditiOT^egan to 
deteriorate si gaiffcantly Samrday, 

* when doctora moved, bear from a 
- conventional ventilator to an os-. 

• dUatexm an effort to improve her 
■ blood oxygenation. 


By Adam Clymer 

New York Times Service 

WASHINGTON — Rarely has a new 
Congress had its fu core shaped so firmly 
by its predecessor. With only a few days 
left of its old life, toe 105th Congress 
seems to have frozen the early agenda 
and tone of toe’lOtito. 

Impeachment is the main, if not quite 
the only, reason. The weakness and in- 
stability of congressional leadership is 
the other. 

The Republican Congress passed 
hardly any significant legislation in 
1998. And its preference for investi- 
gations of the president left the public 
unhappy enough that Republicans lost 
seals in toe House. 

Now, with 223 seats, they have the 
thinnest majority since 1953. Any time 
the Republicans lose a net of six votes, 
toe Democrats can defeat them. 

Skillful, experienced leadership 
might overcome those numbers. Since 
the congressional elections Nov. 3. the 
Republicans have lost two speakers. 
Newt Gingrich and Bob Livingston. 
And in neither case did they consider 
anyone else in the elected leadership, let 
alone toe mutually distrustful Texans 
who have held toe No. 2 and 3 jobs since 
1994, Dick Armey and Tom DeLay. 

Dennis Hastert of Illinois may yet 
emerge as more than Mr. Gingrich’s 
adviser on health care issues and Mr. 
De Lay’s deputy, but there is no com- 
pelling evidence of his leadership 
skills. 

Overin the Senate, Trent Lott has had 
twoand-a-half years as majority leader. 

Away From Politics 

• The rate of violent crime in the 

United States fell almost 7 percent in 
1997 to tbe lowest level since the Na- 
tional Crime Victimization Survey was 
started 25 years ago, the Justice De- 
partment announced In 1997, the last 
year for which full statistics were corn- 
pled, there were an estimated 39 violent 
crimes per 1,000 residents 12 years or 
older, comparedto42per 1,000 toe year 
before. The figure represents a 21 per- 
cent drop since 1993. (Reuters) 

• A tourist who suffered massive head 
injuries in an accident aboard Disney- 
land’s Columbia sailing ship ride toed 
after he was taken off Itfe support Two 
other people were injured. After doctors 
declared him brain-dead, Luan Phi 
Dawson, 34, was taken off life support 
systems at tire Umverrity of California’s 
Irvine Medical Center. His widow, 48- 
year-old Lieu Vuong, was in fair con- 
dition, a hospital spokesman said Tbe 


and his footprints are faint. He is not 
really an ideologue , but he has to worry 
about ideologues’ dominance of his 
caucus. 

• And it will be a while before his 
political blunder of criticizing the 
bombing of Iraq and then saying he had 
not really meant it is forgotten. It is not 
as dramatic as voting for impeachment 
and then saying, “Oh, never mind” as 
some House Republicans did toe week 
before last, but it is close. 

Nor did tbe House really liberate it- 
self from impeachment just by sending 
toe matter to toe Senate. The bitterness 
between toe two parties is at peak levels, 
and while tbe country may not regard 
Mr. DeLay with tbe score it came to feel 
for Mr. Gingrich, Democrats think of 
him as an ultrapartisan hack, and they 
regard him, not Mr. Hastert or Mr. 
Armey, as tbe real boss of toe House 
Republicans. 

And the House has trapped toe Sen- 
ate, setting its agenda by referring two 
articles of impeachment de manding that 
President Bui Clinton be tried con- 
victed and removed. 

This is not a welcome task, like high- 
way bills or an opportunity to share 
credit for tax cuts. Most senators would 
rather not have a fully fougbt-ont trial 
with Monica Lewinsky as a star wit- 
ness. 

They have lots of reasons. Some ac- 
tually have bills they would rather be 
working on. Others find the subject 
simply disgusting. Many think tbe 
charges are faulty. Most think there is no 
prospect of getting the 67 votes for 
conviction. And none like toe idea of 


couple, from Duvall, Washington, was 
struck when a docking rope tore a large 
cleat from toe bow of the Columbia, 
sending tbe cleat hurtling into a crowd, 
Disneyland said in a statement An em- 
ployee, Christine Carpenter, was in 
stable condition after foot surgery. f AP) 

• The Ice is starting to melt on Cali- 
fornia orange and lemon trees, and 
growers are cautiously optimistic that 
tbe worst of a freeze that has hobbled toe 
state’s $1.5 billion citrus indusny in toe 
past week is over. The state estimates at 
least $591 million in damage this year to 
oranges, lemons and tangerines. (AP) 

• Six children, the youngest 2 years 

old, were killed when a fire roared 
through toe upstairs bedrooms of their 
grandparents’ home in Detroit. Three 
adults and a 10-year-old child escaped 
by jump ing out of windows. Tbe victims 
were not identified. (AP) 


abiding by the Senate rule requiring 
them to sit silently through the pro- 
ceedings. a spectacle that a former ma- 
jority leader, Howard Baker, recently 
called * ’mind-boggling.” 

But getting together on a way to 
squeeze this issue back into toe tooth- 
paste tube may prove beyond Mr. Lott, 
whose thinking on toe matter is un- 
known. 

Most people who want censure want 
the president to admit be lied, and Mr. 
Clinton says he will not Some senators 
want to see a^nrial go to a verdict, to 
embarrass even if they cannot expel the 
president 

Senate traditionalists want to make 


‘ Superbugs ' Funding 
Sought by Clinton 

WASHINGTON — President Bill 
Clinton will soon propose a $25 mil- 
lion initiative to combat toe spread of 
infectious diseases, including virulent 
new strains of microbes that resist 
treatment by antibiotics and other 
drugs, according to administration of- 
ficials. 

Public health officials have be- 
come alarmed about the emergence of 
such “superbugs” and more gener- 
ally about toe increasing incidence of 
infectious diseases once thought to be 
under control. 

The. extra money will be included 
in toe bndget request that Mr. Clinton 
sends to Congress early next year, 
administration officials said. It rep- 
resents a 31 percent increase in the 
federal program to address emerging 
infectious diseases. 

Dr. Jeffrey Koplan, the new di- 
rector of toe Federal Centers for Dis- 
ease Control and Prevention, said toe 
additional money would be used to 
investigate outbreaks of infectious 
diseases, to upgrade toe laboratories 
of state and load health departments, 
to develop new diagnostic tests and to 
educate doctors and patients about toe 
dangers of excessive use of anti- 
biotics. (NYT) 

New Fight Planned 
On Drunken Drivers .. 

WASHINGTON — Summoning a 
somber image of unopened packages 
beneath a Christmas tree (“presents 


sure the rules arc carefully obeyed, al- 
though toe rules are 130 years old. And 
senators instinctively bristle at advice 
from toe outside, whether it is Mr. 
DeLay urging conviction or former 
presidents and former senators calling 
for censure. 

Some resolution may come quickly, 
though the Senate is not known for 
speed. But if it does not, the standard of 
disagreeabiJity could approach the 
House level. 

Of course, politicians of boto parties 
are eager to show that government can 
work and that they can do important 
.things for the nation even in the current 
atmosphere. 


for a child killed by a drunk driver”). 
President Clinton has promised to re- 
new his fight against drunken driving. 

“For a generation, drunk driving 
has been one of America’s greatest 
public-safety challenges,” Mr. Clin- 
ton said Saturday in announcing new 
steps by the Justice and Transpor- 
tation departments. 

Mr. Clinton said he would try again 
to gain passage of a nationwide .08 
blood-alcohol standard for drunken 
driving. Congress rejected that pro- 
posal in May as it passed a trans- 
portation bill, and. safety groups ac- 
cused lawmakers of capitulating to 
toe liquor lobby. 

The president promised grants to 
states and other incentives to enforce 
laws against drinking by minors, io 
reinforce programs to prevent drunken 
driving and to pass and enforce strong 
state highway-safety legislation. 

“With alcohol flowing at parties 
and millions of families taking to the 
road to see friends and relatives, the 
holiday season can also be a season of 
tragedy.” Mr. Clinton said. (ATT) 

Quote /Unquote 

Dan Carter, a historian at Emory 
University in Atlanta, as the impeach- 
ment of President Clinton moves to 
the Senate, aoting that conservative 
Southerners hold virtually all of toe 
Republican leadership positions in 
Congress: “I’ve been surprised that 
there’s been so little discussion of 
how much this whole process has 
.been driven by toe Soutoemi 2 arion of 
toe Republican Party. Maybe it's like 
the purloined letter: It’s sitting there 
on toe shelf right in front of you, so 
you don’t see il” (NYT) 



yj&WSi Jrnerwa Divides Over Clinton Along Lines Drawn in Upheavals of ’60s 
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■ ^estigatibn oTMc. CEnton's rela- 
tionship wito-Moiuca Lewinsky,^ 
most Repub licans demand a moral 
example and most Dcariocrats reject 
it. • ;■ - 

_ Bat sociologists Mid other stadents 
of American^ life interviewed last 
week said to^ the divisitME went 
much deeper and had their roots in 
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not ju# Ctihton ;bnt by Jus 

■ baby-booni generation. ■ 

■ White most Americans want ML 
'^liuton fo fmish his terra and prefer 
censure jS ' ha alternative to removal 
from office, few sayfreis a goodrole 
model Seven in JO’ Americans ~ 
iodadmgam^cxftyofbaltyboomezs . 
—said iotocrorveytfiar Mr. Clinton 

did not have high personal moral or 

efekal^t 2 ndaids.Six: to 10 ~ again 
including a majority of baby boomeis 
-— also said torstabdards were no 
better or vywsetoan .“roost people of 

{ The paTHic'sees'a'tiatiofl that^ ^lacks 


. Americans are uttedy cynical about 
their political leaders, mute spectat- 
ors at a television drama that they 

iJodiErsay it is a symptom of na- 
tional ambivalence, of individuals 
longing formoral values but resistant 

tr> imposing Their Standards on others 
And' the- more hopeful say toe pref- 
erence for censuring the president — 
rather toan^ absolving hftn or remov- 
ing him - — is' a healthy effort at 
sjmtbesizmg those opposing tenden- 
cies. 


In the same period, trust in gov- 
ernment also has declined radically. 
In 1968, 61 percent said they trusted 
the government is Washington to do 
toe right toing most or all toe time; in 
1 998, only 33 percent felt that way. 

A pollster, Dan Yankelovich, 
writes that “tire transformation in val- 
ues from the mid- ’60s to the late-’70s 
confronts us with one of the sharpest 
discontinuities in our cultural his- 
tory.” In that period, be notes, toe 
concepts of duty, social conformity, 
respectability and sexual morality 


^onjudgmeaitalism seems to have gained strength 
among the people, especially in the sexual ' reahn.’ 



belt More than sbc onl of lfl said the 
coansy was “gre^ydmdod when it 
immes to tfiejomst importanrvaJues. ” 
jronicaBy, on tiris one question there 
was unity. Republicans and Demo- 
jaats^aeaand .wcun^Tonng and old 
hil said they see a society spHt on 


, Wito sorite.cxccptkms.tite exp^ 
tend to agree. Sttno descxibcr ft as a 
battle of extremes toe puritanism 
6f the wfigioas tight versus toe per- 
miRtn veness of toe agibg cluldfen of. ; 


-iT . : 


of Mr. GfintefTs actions ak proof that 


' ’But few of toe scholars are com- 
fortable with toe status quo. 

•' “No analysis can absolve the 
people themselves of responsibility 
for toe quandary we appear to be in,” 
said Don Eberiy, director of the Civil 
Society . Project m- Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania. ’ ‘Nohjudgzhentalism, 
tbe tramp card of moral debate, 
seeznsto navt gained sirengto among 
!be people,: cspetiaaiy in toe sexual 
realm, and this Clearly does not bode 
well for America.” 

Over the last'- 30 years, polling 
rfwws. toe propoition of people say- 
ing they dunk thee fefloW citizens 
generally areas honest and moral as 
to^ iiarf to he has fallen signif- 
icantly..In a 1952 survey, as many 
answered yes as said no. In 1965, 
jherc were torce yeses for every four 
uoes. But this year there woe almost 
three noes (71 percent) for evoy yes 
(26 percent). 


were devalued, in favor of express- 
iveness and pleasure seeking. 

This was a time when Bill Clinton, 
moving through his 20s at Geor- 
getown, Oxford and Yale, rejected 
military service and ex p eri m ented 
with marijuana. But in general, ac- 
cording to a biographer, the Wash- 
ington Postieporter David Maraniss, 
Mr. Clinton followed “a moderate 
course during an increasingly im- 
moderate period.” The stamp of that 
period remained on Mr. Clinton, in at 
feast two areas: toe evasiveness that 
characterized his dealings with toe 
“threat” of military service and the 
permissiveness he allowed ill his 
sexual life. 

In judging Mr. Clinton's morels to 
be typical of his generation — only 7 
percent thought them better: 27 per- 
cent, woree — most of those surveyed 
marte jt clear they disapproved. 

From toe perspective of individual 


responsibility, the divided public ver- 
dict on the Clinton case represents an 
unresolved debate about fundamental 
values. At tbe extremes, toe conflict 
amounts almost to toe “culture war” 
some trace directly back to toe 1960s. 

Randy Tate of tbe Christian Co- 
alition and William Bennett, a former 
education secretary, have accused 
Mr. Clinton of subverting standards 
of honesty and decency so blatantly 
thar be cannot be aflowedto remain in 
office. The Harvard professor Alan 
Dershowitz and many Democrats in 
toe House have accused Mr. Clin- 
ton’s opponents — notably toe in- 
dependent counsel Kenneth Stair — 
of practicing “sexual McCartoy- 
ism,” trampling civil liberties and 
invading people’s privacy. 

Christopher Gates, president of the 
Denver-based National Civic 
League, said that toe pollster George 
Gallop Jr. had described toe 1960s ' 
and ’70s as “toe time when our coun- 
try fell apart and the bonds began to ■ 
dissolve. You had a war between the j 
generations, a war between the , 
genders, you had Vietnam, break-ins, 
reagnations, pardons. You bad a 
huge dissolution of trust” 

Michael Sandel, director of tbe 
Harvard Institute for Policy Studies, 
said ton consequences went further. 
“We’ve witnessed a politics of scan- 
dal, sensation and spectacle that has 
tamed toe president into another fig- 
ure in toe celebrity culture,” he said. 
“It reflects a cynicism beyond mis- 
trust. It reflects a view that govern- 
ment really doesn’t matter, except as 
it provides occasional spectacular en- 
tertainment. It is not good news for 
democracy.” 


Cagayan Economic Zone Authority 

7 tnTlt wtestar Budding, 511 Shaw Boulmard. Pasig City 1603 
S (6321 636-5780 TO 81 FAX ( 632 ) 631-3997 

INUmmON TO PBE-ODALIFY MID 
SUBMIT COMPARATIVE PROPOSALS 

The Cagayan Economic Zone Authority (CEZA) received an Unsolicited Proposal 
for the Redevelopment and Rehabilitation of Port Irene in Casambalangan Bay in Santa 
Ana, Cagayan, Philippines under a Build-Operate-Transfer (BOT) arrangement. Port 
Irene is a deep harbor port located at the northeastemmost tip of the Philippines. It lies 
between and along the international shipping route of North ’America and China. The 
Unsolicited BOT Proposal has been reviewed and approved for publication for submis- 
sion of Comparative proposals by toe Investment Coordination Committee (ICC). 

Pursuant to the Implementing Rules and Regulations of R.A No. 6957 as amended 
by RA. No. 7718, the CEZA through its Pre-Qualification. Bids and Awards Committee 
hereby invites interested parties to submit pre-qualification documents and compara- 
tive proposals not later than 12:00 noon on 26 March 1999 at toe CEZA office located at 
7/F Westar Bidg.. 611 Shaw Blvd., Pasig City, 1603, Metro Manila. Philippines. 

The pre-qualification and tender documents may be obtained at CEZA Office. 
7/F Westar Bldg., 611 Shaw Boulevard, Pasig City, 1603, Metro Manila, Philippines 
during office hours starting from 4 January 1 999 up to 1 5 January 1999 upon payment 
of a non-refundabJe amount of Ten Thousand Pesos (PI 0,000.00) or Two Hundred 
Fifty US Dollars ($250. Ml) and submission of Letter of Intent. 

CEZA reserves the right to refect any or aif proposals, to waive any informality in 
the bids received, and to award the contract to bidder whose offer, as evaluated by the 
PBAC. is the most reasonable and advantageous to CEZA and to the Philippine Gov- 
ernment. 

■ (SGD.) IRENEO V. V1ZMONTE 

Chairman, PBAC 
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2 Pol Pot Aides Defect 
From Khmer Rouge 


Both Seek Amnesty From Genocide Charges 


By Seth Mydans 

New York Tima Service 


PHNOM PENH — Two of the last 
three longtime aides of Pol Pot, the 
former Khmer Rouge leader, have 
emerged from their jungle hideouts in 
the tope of becoming “ordinary cit- 
izens,’ 1 the government announced over 
the weekend 

It made public copies of handwritten 
letters by the two men — Rhieu 
Samphan and Nuoo Chea — pledging 
allegiance to the government as well as a 
reply from Prime Minister Hun Sen wel- 
coming them in from the cold. 

The defections were the latest, and 
among the most important, in a longtime 
Communist insurgency that began col- 


North Korea 
Warns of New 
Missile Shot 


By David E. Sanger 

New Yori: Tunes Service 


WASHINGTON — North Korea has 
warned the United States that it is pre- 
pared to launch another medium-range 
missile. And die Clinton administration 
has privately told the North that such a 
step would jeopardize international aid it 
was promised in exchange for freezing 
its nuclear weapons program. 

The latest warning, published Friday 
by the official Korean Central News 
Agency, said it was “foolish for the U.S. 


to esqpect any change in our attitude." 
But U.S. officii 


lapsing more than two years ago. They 
leave just one widely hated man, Ta 
Mok, at large from among the inner 
circle of Mr. Pol Pot, who died in April. 

Both of die men are among the targets 
of a potential international tribunal for 
crimes against humanity committed 
from 1975 to 1979, when the Khmer 
Rouge caused the deaths of more than a 
million people. 

Bui despite their defections, the two 
men are not yet in government hands, 
and the possibility of bringing them to 
trial remains in question. 

[A military commander said Sunday 
that the two Khmer Rouge leaders would 
not leave their base town, Pailin, without 
guarantees they will not be sent to face 
genocide charges abroad, Reuters re- 
ported 

[“They will not emerge until officials 
return from Phnom Penh with that guar- 
antee," the military commander said 
“These people are elderly men. They 
won’t live much longer than 20 years — 
why not let them live peacefully for the 
rest of their lives?" 

[But a government spokesman, Khieu 
Kanharith, said in Phnom Penh that no 
government could provide such a guar- 
antee. “If you are talking about inter- 
national conventions, no government 
can gram amnesties for those who com- 
mitted genocide." he said 

[He and other government officials 
said however, that if the two were to 
stand trial, the government preferred it 
be before a Cambodian court rather than 
before an international tribunal, after 
which the two men could apply for a 
royal amnesty.] 

Like previous defectors from among 
the leadership, officials said both men 
have relocated to the remote gem-min- 
ing town of Pailin, a former Khmer 
Rouge stronghold. Though Pailin is now 



briefly 


Khieu Samphan, left and Nuon Chea, center, shown with the late Khmer Rouge leader Pol Pot in 1986.- 
under goi 

guarded by 2,000 armed former 


formally under government control, it is 

mer guer- 
rillas and is on a border with Thailand 


which has been a safe haven for Khmer 
Rouge leaders for years. 

The clear hope of the two elderly men 


ir hope 

is that they will be left alone, as previous 
defectors have been, and that Cambodia 


will choose not to stir np past demons 
with a trial. 

“My only request is to return to society 
and live as an ordinary citizen," said Mr. 
Nuon Chea, 71, who was sometimes 
counted as “Brother Number 2" under 
Mr. Pol Pot He is believed by inves- 
tigators to have been responsible for hor- 
rific purges that resulted in the prolif- 
eration of Cambodia’s “killing fields." 

His words were echoed, in almost 
identical language, by Mr. Khieu 
Samphan, 67, who was the official head 


of state and the friendly, reasonable face 
italr 


of Mr. Pol Pot’s brutal regime. His doc- 
toral thesis, written in France in the 
1950s. is sometimes seen as the blue- 
print for tiie movement's evacuation of 
cities and destruction of culture, learn- 
ing. religion and industry. 


Under the rubric of “national recon- 
ciliation , ’ ’ Cambodia has so far preferred 
to try to forget, if not to forgive, the 
traumas of its past But even if forgotten, 
they continue to infect the present. 

It was in part because of his nego- 
tiations with Mr. Khieu Sam phan that 
Prince Norodom Ranariddh was ousted 
in a coup last year by Mr. Hun Sen. 

But after an election. Prince Ranar- 
iddh is back, sharing a coalition gov- 
ernment as speaker of the National As- 
sembly, and it is Mr. Hun Sen who 
negotiated with Mr. Khieu Samphan. 

Though many Cambodians, weary 
and brutalized by years of war and mass 
killings, say they prefer to let bygones be 
bygones, others say they fear the lesson 
that may be sent if Khmer Rouge leaders 
walk free. 

“We cannot forget the past like this, " 
said Thun Saray, leader of a human 
rights advocacy group called Adhoc. “If 
we do not send these people to a tribunal, 
future leaders might say, ‘Oh. I’m only 
applying some new ideas for the good of 
the people; I’m only killing 100,000 
more people; why punish me, because 2 


am only acting in the interests of the 
Cambodian people.’ ” 

If Mr. Hun Sen chooses to cooperate 
with preparations by the United Nations 
for a tribunal that would be held in 
Cambodia, both of the defectors could 
be extricated from Pailin, said Stephen 
Heder, a London-based expert on the 
Khmer Rouge. He added that a cut in 
Pallia's economic lifeline by The Cam- 
bodian government on one side and the 
Thais on the other could persuade the 
younger leaders, who now control the 
isolated enclave, to cut loose these old 
revolutionary war horses. 

On the other hand, Mr. Hun Sen might 
find it in his political interests to let the 
defectors live out their old age as the 
“ordinary citizens" they dream of he- 


lm if Mr. Ta Mok is caught the 
international outcry against this lone re- 
maining fugitive would be difficult to 
silence, Mr. Heder said. A fiery, one- 
legged peasant soldier who is believed to 
be in his 70s, he has such a reputation for 
brutality that even among the Khmer 
Rouge he is known as “the butcher. 


5 rials have said in recent 
weeks that they have seen no activity to 
suggest that a launching was imminent. 
When North Korea launched a three- 


stage missile over Japan on Aug. 31, it 
tookf 


took the U.S. intelligence communit 
surprise. Until then, American officials 
did not believe that the North possessed 
the technology for a three-stage ballistic 
missile, which gi ves the country the abil- 
ity' to reach all of the major U.S. military 
bases in South Korea and Japan. 

North Korea maintains that the launch- 
ing was intended to propel a small satel- 
lite into low Earth orbit While North 
Korean news agencies say the satellite 
now is broadcasting patriotic North Korea 
songs, U.S. officials say their review of 
the evidence suggests the satellite either 
failed to get into orbit or dropped out of 
orbit within hours of the launching. 

“We haven’t heard a thing," a senior 
administration official said last week, 
“because it’s not up there anymore.” 

The political significance of a second 
launching would likely be far greater 
than any marginal technological achieve- 
ment it might represent for the North. 

The administration has been trying to 
rescue a 1994 accord under which North 
Korea agreed to freeze its nuclear 
weapons program in exchange for fuel 
oil and the construction of two civilian 


What Many Forgot: China Remains a One-Party State 


By Elisabeth Rosenthal 

New York Times Service 


BEIJING — Three months ago. Wang 
Youcai was feeling optimistic about the 
prospects of the China Democracy 
Party, a fledgling group he bad helped to 
found and hoped to register as China’s 
first opposition party. "I think the like- 
lihood I’ll be rearrested is very small," 
he said in an interview. 

But last week, after swift trials, Mr. 
Wang, 32, and two other organizers, Xu 
Wenli and Qin Yong, were sentenced to 
more than a decade each in prison for 
“subverting state power." In a speech, 
President Jiang Zemin proclaimed that 
challenges to Communist rule would be 


Zhang Shanguang, was sentenced to 10 
years’ imprisonment for giving inter- 
views to Radio Free Asia, which is fun- 
ded by the U.S. government. 

The surprising thing is that all this 
came at the end of a year when China’s 
in. I,. , i. .i — — rigid political system 
NEWS seemed to be relaxing its 


ANA V VQIQ grip. So the verdicts sent 
ATVAUTS1S ebuUknt faopes ^ 


China was poised for change crashing to 
the ground — and not just for the dis- 
sidents but for the many Western leaders 


that China’s leaders were ready for a 
dose of political reform: Mr. Jiang dis- 
cussed Tibet and the Tiananmen mas- 
sacre with President Bill Clinton during 
an hour of live television. China said it 
would sign the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights. Chinese 
officials played host to Mary Robinson, 
the Uoited Nations High Commissioner 
on Human Rights. 


But in their optimism, many people 

of such 


who have flocked to Beijing in the last 
year, applauding China for progress on 


“annihilated in the early stages." 

foi 


And on Sanday a fourth dissident. 


human rights and legal reform. 

How had their optimism been so far 
off base? Were their calculations overly 
simplistic or terribly wrong? 

In fact, many signs in 1998 suggested 


overestimated the significance 
events, overlooking the obvious; China 
remains a one-party state, with the rule 
of the Communist Party written into its 
constitution. 

“These were all important steps, but I 
think they were misinterpreted by dis- 
sidents and by many in die outside 
world," said Andrew Nathan, a pro- 


fessor of political science at Columbia 
University in New York. “They decided 
that initiations for change could come 
from outside rather than inside the Com- 
munist Party. But that was never true." 

Still, the Clinton visit in June seemed 
remarkably open and dissidents like Mr. 
Wang thought the time was ripe topro- 
pose an alternative party. A few months 
later, initial attempts to register the party 
In two provinces were not immediately 
squashed. So the members felt ^further 
emboldened. ... . . w . . 

In fact the China Democracy Party 
never even came close to registering— 
no closer titan hearing froth a few local 
officials that if its members could show 
things like an official meeting place and 
a list of members, they were free to turn 


Violence Erupts £ 

Around Indonesia 






JAKARTA — Troops girded 
three different locations 
sia on Sunday af^OTto^s of , 
holiday violence m winch oozwsos 
people were injured, government 
officials and police said. * 

Near the Sumatran city ofMofen, 
about 5,000 people stormed the red- J 
light district Friday i 
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in the suburb of A 
Belawan, the police said. Th e pro- : 
testers were demanding the closure.* 
of the area during Ramadan, die t 
Muslim fasting mouth. ■ 

In Poso, a town in ceniral Su- * 
lawesi, thousands of people ram- - 
paged Friday and Saturday, follow- 
ing reports that a drunken Christian 
had stabbed a Muslim, government 

officials said. ... 

In Jeneponto, a coastal town in 
southern Sulawesi, hundreds of ^ 
people set fire toa local'govemment A 
building Friday to . protest fee a p- • 
poiotment of a new regent, the ad- 
ministrative head of a local district, q 
the police said. Troops were on alert j 
there Sunday, but the town was re- A 
ported to be calm. ( Reuters ) 
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AustraUaHcadsIn j 
Illegal Immigrants 
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SYDNEY — Eight more illegal J 
immigrants- were found wandering ,7 
through Australia’s remote north on ? 
Sunday, bringing. to 50 the number 
found over the past three days. Of- , 
ficiais said. •„ A 

A search by police was confirm- wv 
ing for more people, who are be- . 
lieved to' have traveled to Aus- 
tralia’s rugged coast aboard a cargo - 
vessel that was found aground on , 
Thursday. (Reuters) 
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Burma Dismisses 
Deportation Rumor 


RANGOON — The military gov- 
ernment dismissed rumors Sunday 
that it might depart the opposition 
leader Daw Aung San Sun Kyi, say- 
ing theTeports represented attempts 1 
by herpaity to create headlines. 

A government statement .said 
Daw Aung San Sou Kyi's National 
League for Democracy should join 
tile ruling militar y and other court- - 

Asian ccc^onto^risis, rather than ^ 
trying to seek publicity. A league j 
statement quoted the opposition 
leader as saying she had no intention " 
offcairing Burma.- ' (Reuters} -j 
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CHINA: Another Democracy Activist Gets a Long Prison Term 

Continued from Page 1 


in an application, 
it fra: 2 


nuclear power plants. The United States 
immitted itself 


committed itself to paying for the fuel 
oil; Japan, South Korea and other na- 
tions are paying for the nuclear plants. 

But the discovery earlier this year of a 
huge dig under a mountain, which the 
United States suspects is intended for 
nuclear weapons development, and the 
missile launchings have cast doubt on 
the accord. 

This month the North dropped a de- 
mand that it be paid in return for al- 
lowing international inspectors to see 
the new site; instead, it suggested that it 
would be willing to allow inspectors in if 
the United States provided more food 
aid. Some aid has already been sent to 
alleviate starvation in the country. 


by 70 to 80 farmers in one Hunan county 
and another incident in which a farmer 
who refused to pay a tax was killed. 

Numerous farmer protests have been 
reported around the country in recent 
years and national leaders have spoken 
out against high, unfair burdens put on 
peasants by local and county govern- 
ments. 

Radio Free Asia, which was estab- 
lished by the U.S. Congress in 1996 and 
receives all its funds from Congress, 
broadcasts news and other programs into 
China from transmitters in Central Asia 
and the Pacific. 

The Chinese government regards the 
network as hostile and tries, with some 
success, to jam the broadcasts, .which 
often emphasize democracy-related sub- 


jects that are banned in the national 
media. 

“We deeply regret this action,” said 
Daniel Southerland, executive editor of 
Radio Free Asia, speaking by phone 
from Washington on Sunday. 

In the March interview, Mr. South- 
erland said, journalists called Mr. Zhang 


to verify reports of the fanner protests 
didn’t sa 


and “he didn’t say anything that wasn’t 
widely known — certainly it wasn’t 
national security information.” 

“If they want to do someone in like 
this, they can always find an excuse," 
Mr. Southerland said. 

Radio free Asia, which broadcasts in 
native languages to eight countries where 
news is censored, frequently quotes 
Chinese residents on its programs, al- 
though it does not use names when it 
appears the speaker will be endangered. 


Reeling from the recent trials, China’s 
remaining dissidents are now waiting to 
see if the government will stop with the 
jailing of a few leaders or continue with 
more arrests. 

In general, only those who have been 
actively involved in organizing the new 
political party or independent worker 
groups have been imprisoned for any 
length of time. In contrast to earlier de- 
cades. Chinese people today are fairly free 
to voice dissenting opinions in private — 
so long as they do not act on them. 

In two recent speeches, widely pub- 
licized by the official media, the Chinese 
president and Communist Party chief, 
Jiang Zemin, stressed the overriding im- 
portance of protecting social stability 
and said that any threats to the suprem- 
acy of the Communist Party would be 
‘•annihilated in the early stages.” 


But fra- activists who had previously 
landed in jail for their democratic lean- 
ings, it seemed like progress, even 
though no one knew for sure just why 
China’s leaders had turned cordial. Was 
it all a show for the West, and par- 
ticularly for Mrs. Robinson, whose visit 
was just weeks away? Or was there 
genuine debate about political re for m 
among the top leadership? The optimists 
chose to act on the chance that the open- 
ing was reaL ‘ 

“Especially around August and 
September there seemed to be a thaw,” 
said Chen Zhonghe, a China Democracy 
Party member in Wuhan. “And some 
had the belief that Jiang Zemin m ig h t 
offer a different approach. That turned 
out to be an illusion.” 

Foreign governments and visiting 
dignitaries tuned in to the liberalizing 
signals as well, and they, too, found their 
hopes raised. Journalists proclaimed a 
Beijing spring. Lawyers from England, 
and the United States came to 


assistChina’* much-publicized questfol 
“rule of law.” 

- But many of these Westerners have 
little experience in China: And they have; 
not spent much time with the okfer gew-' 
eration of men who tun Onha. Fot 
lowing ' their own democratic interests. 


* 


% 


er, mare progr es sive, often Wt 
trained officials and academics. i? 

It was easy to leave with optitiristi? 
impressions. Now the trials are remind- 
ers that, although Chhia is undoubted!? 
moving toward a bit more openness* the 
direction is not necessarily toward West^ 
era democracy.- 

Western lawyers who recently tooft 
part in freewheeling law forums here, 
said they were shocked that the 
sidents were not even accorded law_ 
or open trials, as- are . guaranteed 
Chinese law. .'it 

Many China scholars say they hope, 
best, for incremental changey » " - 
' “I think there’s enough ferment thal 
will cause boundaries on political ditr* 
course to be slowly expanded oufward, 5 ® 
said Stanley. Lubman, a consulting jffd 3 
lessor at Stanford University -Law” 
School . il 
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ASIA: Recession’s Effects Include New Resistance to Openness 


Continued from Page 1 


ecu ti ves complain that China, Vietnam, 
Burma, Laos, Cambodia and Malaysia 
are increasingly inclined to abandon 
free-market reforms and instead protect 
local companies and other interests hit 
by the downturn by raising barriers to 
foreign capital, businesses and goods. 

In all these economies, export growth 
is sputtering and foreign investment is 
falling. There is a loss of confidence in 
local currencies. Banks are burdened 
wife huge bad loans that the companies 
that owe the money cannot repay any- 
where near in full 

Former President Fidel Ramos of the 
Philippines worries that the crisis may 
spawn a return of the vimleat nation- 
alism, protectionism, managed trade, 
tight restrictions on capital movements 
and dictatorial politics that were rife in 
East Asia in fee 1950s and 1960s. 

“Everywhere in fee region, fee crisis 
threatens mass unemployment, epidemic 
crime, labor strikes, street demonstrations 
— all indications of severe fragmentation 
of national cohesion,” be said in a recent 
interview wife The Australian. "In the 

E or countries, we risk a political back- 
h not just against free trade and capital 
flows but against all the rich countries and 
fee transnational corporations that dom- 
inate the global economic system.” 

Mr. Ramos warned feat as a result, fee 
tentative support for economic reform in 
the poorer countries could weaken, and 
“the temptation to return to dictatorial 
politics and governance could increase. ” 
Government leaders in Indonesia — 
which has been wracked by worsening 
social tensions since the forced resig- 
nation of President Suharto in May — 
warned recently feat excessive political 
freedom was threatening national unity 
and stability. 


"There is a tendency to fight for polit- 
ical power through demonstrations," 
said President B.J. Habibie, who took 
over from Mr. Suharto. “If uncon- 
trolled, these could lead to fee disin- 
tegration of fee nation." 

Earlier, fee Indonesian education 
minister, Juwono Sudarsono, said that 
political freedom had gone too far too 
fast and urged tight controls to prevent 
bloodshed during campaigning for na- 
tional elections June 7. 

“The pendulum has swung too much 
in favor of political openness," he said. 
“This desire for political democracy and 
openness, juxtaposed with a period of 
endemic economic deprivation — this 
combination is the most dangerous pos- 
sible for political stability." 

Some 80 million Indonesians out of a 
population of just over 200 million are 
now estimated to be surviving on less 
than £l a day, foreign aid agencies say. 

The International Labor Organization 
has warned that this number could swell 
to two out of every three Indonesians — 
more than 130 million people — within a 
year if the economic crisis continued. 

About 20 million Indonesians are of- 
ficially unemployed, out of a work force 
of 90 million. Many more work only a 
few hours a week. 

Gripped by poverty and despair, many 
Indonesians have also lost respect for the 
armed forces and police that propped up 
the regime of Mr. Suharto. 

As a result, there is a rising tide of 
crime and lawlessness that analysts fear 
will deter investment and disrupt busi- 
ness as well as provide the military and 
conservative political farces wife an ex- 
cuse for a crackdown. 

China’s recent harsh crackdown on ac- 
tivists attempting to challenge the Com- 
munist Party’s almost 50-year-old mono- 
poly on power by setting up fee country's 


first opposition party is stark ev- 
idence of entrenched political con- 
servatism in a leadership fearful of 
social unrest, analysts say. 

"They don’t want to see a rep- 
lication of Poland under Commu- 
nist rule, where the Solidarity trade- 
union movement mushroomed into 
a broader opposition movement.” 
said David Snambaugh, director of 
fee China Policy Program at George 
Washington University. 

Vietnam’s Communist Party, 
like its Chinese counterpart, has 
been grappling with mounting rural 
unrest and discontent Many of fee 
problems stem from corruption and 
abuses of power at the local level. 

Die collapse of Europe’s Com- 
munist governments at the end of 
the 1980s left the two Asian coun- 
tries almost alone as fee world ’s last 
major Communist states. 

Vietnam has adhered to China's 
strategy of pursuing limited eco- 
nomic reform wifeom allowing 
political change that could threaten 
Communist control. 

Like China, it has so far been shielded 
from East Asia's financial turmoil by 
having a nonconvertible currency, ex- 
cept for limited trade purposes. 

The apparent ability of China and 
Vietnam to withstand the Asian eco- 
nomic crisis so far showed the “ad- 
vantage of socialism,’ ’ fee Xinhua news 
agency quoted Prime Minister Zhu 
Rongji as telling his visiting Vietnamese 
counterpart, Phan Van Khai. in Beijing 
in October. 

China says it expects its economy to 
show growth of 8 percent this year after 
inflation, while Vietnam forecasts real 
growth of 6 percent 

Riit as in China, economic growth in 
Vietnam is starting to slow, and fee 
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Id Manila, Mr. Ramos fears that the 
region ’s crisis could stir up nationalism. 
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social impact is being felt in cities and 
town across the country as well as in the 
counhyside. 

In response, the government is warn- 
ing to dissent will not be tolerated and 
feat stability must be a paramount na- 
tional concern. - 

In the past 20 years of East Asia’s 
boom, four countries in the region have 
replaced authoritarian governing sys- 
tems with what appear to be durable 
democracies — South Korea, Taiwan, 
Thailand and the Philippines. 

Some analysts fear that the increased 
political openness that emerged from 
rising standards of living and education, 
and increased travel and communica- 
tion, may be wiped out in much of the 
region by recession and its effects. 


r —l' — — “ a 

move that defense lawyers protested in 
court on Thursday. 

“Your Lordship should make a state- 
ment condemning the act of the police,” 
Raja Aziz Addrase, fee lead lawyer in 
Mr. Anwar’s defense team, told Judge 
Augustine Paul. 

“I cannot condemn the police for 
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cerned enough, about the futdre ’to 
begin shoring up his position. He 
announced plans this month to block 
his few ’.political opponents and cre- 
ated a so-caBed tatnergeaacy head- 
quarters* ; charged .with restoring 
staples Eke eggs and milk to store 
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. init/’ She refused to gjyehef name, and 
*rid, "The' farther awajr tins is pub- 
lished, foebetter.” 

J In. more "ways than oas — the food 
rationing, the lines, the : ever~s firinking 
ruble, the undercurrent of fear — Minsk 
yx 1998 resembles Moscow eig ht or njn *> 
years ago, not Jopg before the Soviet 
Union began to crumble. Rr ML 
Lukashenko, that rare head of state who 
openly, longs for. a Soviet restoration, 
such problems could not -have come at a 
{worse time. • 

• Belarus’ socialism dovetails with a 
larger ambition Mr.Lukashehko har- 
bors: a merger of Belarus, with Russia, 
jdm beginning a rebuilding of the old 



‘ He also.hasfwrsnaded the World 
Bank and the International Monetary 
Fund to withhold judgment on Be- 
larus — this year they bad all but 
renounced any notion of lending 
more money to the government • — 

6y promising economic reforms. - - 
By Western standards, there is a 

lot to reform. Mr. Lukashenko, who - - }lir ^ r — t — 

PreSidCatS Lukashen *‘° and Ye,tsin *' of’ U» curr«« ^ 

wkTCm, wu *" aK " they are too high. The result is inflation 
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poEcy ‘'market sbcUfosro.” The gov- 
ernment owns m. controls ranch of in- 
dustry and agriculture bat also allows 
private enterprises to exist. In theory, at 
least, the government side of the econ- 
omy competes in the world market as 
well as with domestic rivals. 

In practice, Mr. Lukashenko has fol- 
- lowed a straightforward fiscal policy: 
He prints money 'when the nation runs 
short, and he caps prices when he thinks 


and shortages. 

“Everything’s controlled from the 
top," said Stanislav Bagdankevich, who 
quit as head of the national bank in 1995 
and now heads an opposition party. 
"The private sector is dictated what to 
produce, and what price to sell it at. It’s a 
Bolshevik forced economy/* 

The average citizen’s monthly in- 


come has slumped since July to about 


$40 from S7D. And that depends on how 
one measures income: At last count, 
there were five separate exchange rates 
for the Belarusian ruble, with the value 
of a dollar ranging from 91 ,000 to more 
than 350,000 rubles. 

The network of price controls has 
fostered a black market in food, to farm- 
ers' ruination. The country’s artificially 
low prices force farmers io sell their 
crops at a loss, while entrepreneurs snap 


up the food and smuggle it to Ukraine 
or Russia, where it is resold for a 
healthy profit It is now illegal to 
export food without a permit. 

fa fact, the problem in Belarus is 
not so much that food is not available 
— privately run markets have abund- 
ant supplies of many staples — as 
that Belarusians cannot afford it. 

In the jam-packed public market in 
Minsk, state-owned meai vendors 
this month offered strips of gristly, 
bone-ridden beef for 170,000 rubles 
( somewhere between 40 cents and $2, 
depending on the exchange rate), the 
price dictated by foe state. Across foe 
aisle, private vendors were selling 
thick, lean steaks for 450,000 rubles. 

Even 170,000 rubles was too 
much for one elderly woman, who 
said as she walked away that she 
lived on a pension of only 1 3 million 
rubies a month. 

Industry is in no better shape. 
Westerners buy little, in part because 
factories in Belarus are so hobbled 
by economic controls that they spend 


little money to modernize and are no 
longer competitive. Russia, the biggest 
trading partner by far, is now too hard- 
pressed itself to buy many of the tele- 
visions and tractors produced in Belarus. 
Yet factories continae producing. 

Desperate as conditions might appear, 
however, virtually nobody is writing off 
Mr. Lukashenko. Even opposition lead- 
ers here allow that he remains popular, 
especially in rural areas. 


Jto seek foe new country's presidency, 
bhhoughherecentiymsistedfoiswasfoe 
>arthest thing from Ms mmW ' . 

7 Such ft union would behard enough 


Russians Deploy New Missile as Military Bickers 
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opposite ’ direction econo mic ally- it 
Would be harder stflTif the stumbling 
Belarusian ecooomy ground -to a com- 
plete halt, saddling Moscow with the 
Cost of marntflininjr another 10 million 


By David Hoffman 

Washington Past Service 


MOSCOW — Russia placed on com- 
bat duly Sunday foe first regiment of its 
newsi^te^warhead intercontinental bal- 
listic missile, the Topol-M, but foe mile- 
stone came azmd intense debate at tile 
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lot it & something that both gov- 
uuments appear to desire. On Christinas 
Day, Mr. Lukashenko and President 
{B oris Yeltsin of Russia proposed to be- 
pn next year to unhy thetwo counhies' 
economies under a single currency. 

: It is also a prospect font elevates Mr. 
Lukashenko from garden-variety auto- 
crat to a man foe tyest is beginning to 
watch with some cBaanay. Mr. r xfoashear 
kaJas spemccosHerabletime stmxqnng. 
in Russia’s so-railed Red Belt, a de- 
votedly Communist strip ofRussia south 
of Moscow, arid tire regirm ’& governors 
hie frequent visitors , to Minsk. He has 
surfaced in. Russian presidential polls, 
and few believe his denials of rntfay sf m 
ruling a united Rss»a and Behans. 


will control die nuclear ibices. 

The first group of 10 solid-fueled To- 
pol-M misues, located at a base in the 
Saratov region southeast of Moscow, 
was commissioned by Defense Minister 
^or Sogeyev, a fonner chief of the 
Strategic Rocket Forces. Despite hard 
times elsewhere in the military, Mr. 
Sergeyev has fought hard to master 
funds for the rocket’s development and 
deployment. 

. Theweaponis designed to rpplacefoe 
multiple-warhead land-based mferifes 
seen as the biggest foreat to the United 
Stales from the former Soviet Union. 
The multiple- warhead missiles are 
banned by foe START-2 strategic arms 
treaty, which still has not been ratified 


by the Russian Parliament, although it 
may come to a vote early next year. 

Years behind schedule, the Topol-M 
suffered a setback in October when its 
fifth test flight failed. The sixth flight, on 
Dec. 9, was successful . 

The deployment comes as Mr. 
Sergeyev is caught in a bitter dispute over 
the fir tore of Russia’s nuclear forces, 
which have become foe backbone of its 
deterrent as conventional armies and 
weapons are seriously deteriorating. 

The debate has become heated over the 
command of nuclear forces, which was 
rarely discussed in public before. The 
arguments have been laid out in dueling 
essays published in the military weekly 
Nezavisimoye Voyennoye Obozreniye. 

At issue is Mr. Sergeyev's recent pro- 
posal to establish a single c omman d over 
all nuclear forces. Mr. Sergeyev said 
Nov. 3 that President Boris Yeltsin had 


staff, which would oversee the various 
services in combat. Mr. Sergeyev has 
proposed creating a separate organiza- 
tion that would be in charge of all Rus- 
sian nuclear weapons, whether on sub- 
marines, long-range bombers or land- 
based missiles. Mr. Sergeyev also has 
proposed including in foe new command 
foe 1 2fo Main Directorate of the Defense 
Ministry, which is in charge of main- 
taining foe nuclear stockpile. 

Mr. Sergeyev has said he would like 
foe new command to be headed by his 
protegg. General Vladimir Yakovlev, 
the current head of foe rockei forces, 
who would be elevated ro first deputy 
minister of defense. A source said Mr. 
Sergeyev saw implementation of his 


plan as urgent because it is unlikely he 

»f.\ 
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will serve beyond foe expiration of Mr. 
Yeltsin's term in summer 2000. 

Mr. Sergeyev's proposal is in keeping 

initialed a document approving foe idea, with Russia's current national security 
But there has been stiff resistance from doctrine, which emphasizes the impor- 
tance of preserving its nuclear deterrent 
at a time when conventional forces are 
decaying. But foe nuclear forces are not 


without serious problems. Because of 
obsolescence, arms-control treaties and 
lack of money, Russia’s strategic forces 
are shrinking rapidly. Submarines, mis- 
siles and aircraft from the Soviet era are 
all reaching the end of their designated 
life span. The Topol-M has been one of 
the very few modernization projects car- 
ried out 

But members of foe general staff have 
scoffed at foe idea of investing more 
money in a new organization while the 
military budget is extraordinarily slim. 
They have also pointed out foe potential 
for confusion if conventional forces are 
under one command and nuclear forces 
under another. 

Alexander Lebed, the Krasnoyarsk 
governor and a former general, has joined 
opposition to Mr. Sergeyev's plan, which 
he denounced as "impossible to create." 
Mr. Lebed said, "We must not com- 


foe general staff. 

Currently, control over nuclear 
weapons passes through the general 


plicate an already complicated system.’’ 
The Topol-M i 


r missiles are foe first 
developed within Russia; Soviet models 
relied heavily on Ukraine, which is now 
an independent country. 


Chechnya Finds 
Foreigners’ Bodies 


GROZNY, Russia — Die bodies 
of four foreigners who were be- 
headed this month in Chechnya will 
be sent to Britain and New Zealand 
as early as Monday, officials said 
Sunday. 

The bodies of foe four men were 
found Saturday evening in the vil- 
lage of Cbemorecbiye, on foe out- 
skirts of foe Chechen capital. 
Grozny. Doctors confirmed foe 
identity of the bodies Sunday, ac- 
cording to Chechnya's prosecutor- 
general. Mansur Tagirov. (AP) 


Britain to Test 
Cannabis Therapy 


LONDON — Britain is moving 


toward official approval of its first 
mass testing of the then 


therapeutic af- 
fects of cannabis, involving more 
than 1,000 patients. The Sunday 
Telegraph reported. 

The paper said guidelines for foe 
tests would be set out by foe Med- 
ical Research Council and foe Royal 
Pharmaceutical Society on Jan. 1 1. 

The move follows increasing an- 
ecdotal evidence that cannabis can 
help alleviate the pain from some 
medical conditions. (AFP) 


Ankara Seeks to Aid 
Prospective Leader 


ANKARA — Prime Minister- 
designate Yalira Erez will start try- 
ing to form foe sixth Turkish gov- 
ernment in three years Monday, 
bolstered by weekend gestures of 
support from foe head of state. 

President Suleyman Demire] said 
Saturday that he would not use his 
constitutional power to call snap 
elections even if Mr. Erez proved 
unable to forge a government in the 
next two weeks. (Reuters) 


A Pax Romana? 


ROME — A leading Italian labor 
union is urging a moratorium on 
public-service strikes in Rome dur- 
ing foe 2000 Jubilee, when 20 mil- 
Eon pilgrims are expected for fes- 
tivities kicking off Christianity's 
third millennium. 

Transport Minister Tiziano Treu 
welcomed foe call Sunday but said it 
did not go far enough. (AP) 
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mqxisoned after foe fall of foe Berlin 
vftSL 

- To foe patfy’s critics, fee idea of am- 
nesty only hardens suspicions foot foe 
focooex Conmnunris have yet cp.accept 


.stale government coalition led by foe 
Social Democrats, who had foe 


local 

backing of foe party leadership in Bonn 
when foey cemented foe alliance last 
month. 

By joining . foe government 


ro 



German Constitution. The party, critics 
s*y, does not seem to care about foe CoW 
War victims of the old regime, 
v "Dte PDS'is and remains a wolf in 
sheep’s clothing," said Cornelia Pieper, 
a leader in foe apportion free Demor 
tyaticftttly. . 

r- Nowhere is foe debate more wrench- 
-oug than within foe ranks of foe left- 
. leaning Social * Democratic Party of 
Chancellor Gafcard Schroeder. Unable 
to reconcile its own Stance toward foe 
former Communists, Mr. Schroeder's 
ratty is smuggling with a^ widening split 
between members who ostracize -foe 
PDS apd those who embrace itby en-- 
couraging power-sharing alliances at foe 
state and local leveL . ' 

. The fonner ; Communists are "onebf 
foe biggest irritations ia foe process of 
German unification,’' according to an 
fingrytotenftestb written last month by 
four leadtng Sodal Democrats, who re- 
ject any moves that enhance, foe re- 
af foe Party of Democratic 


By getting in bed with foePDS at foe 
local levd, foe SocialIiCTMX5rats only, 
legitimize foe former Communists, 
.^Jne Social, Democrats fear. That is 
sure to backfire, foey Warn, as tbe bigger 
rarty efiirotiyely fosters & rival to its 
left, foot m variably will drain, votes. 
„ Some asseif foat ;foe former Com- 
munists stfll haxbor antir Western, anti- - 
American and arUi-capitalist tendencies 
behind foe fere it presents to foe public. 

* The PDS has significant difficulties in 
accepting Western values of democracy, 
private property and the NATO ties that 
were acquired by foe West Germans 
after 1945,"said Klaus-Dkamar Henke, 
’’ E rector of the Hamath Arentit Institute 
for Research of Totalitarianism in 
Dresden. 

Such reservations appeared to matter 
little in the Sept. 27 national elections, 
when foe party outstripped nearly every- 
one’s expectations. In its power base in 

foeEasCit 5jljghriy more than g 

fifth of the votes compared with a scant 
1.2 percent in fee ^ West The Free Demo- 
crats afld Greens, both influential in foe 
West, poDed far behind thefteraer Cran- 
manistsinfoeEast '• 

For foe first rime, foe r»ity appearam 
foe Bimdest^s with fhU pariiamectary 
status after warning more than 5 percent 
of foe total national .vote, clearing a 
threshold meant to bar dstremists. That 
allows it to nominate a d^ptzty speaker, 

sit on committees audxereiveftrods for a. 
research institute. In the previous Par- 
'’■'eraenVfoe party, with 4.4 percent, 

-fbto the Bimotestag on a technicality, 
winning three districts. ■ 

- The fanner Comnmmsts -scared an-: 
other first ia.a separate statehonse race 

on thesameday m foe struggling Eastern 
state .of Mecfelefo^-Vrapommcni- 
The party becarre the junior partner in a 


. Jay joining 
Mecklenburg’ 8 

focParty of Democratic Socialism auto- 
matically installed a representative in 
the Bnndesnu, the upper house of foe 
national Parliament. The party already 
props up a mmority Social Democratic 
government in foe Eastern state of Sax- 
ony-AnhalL . . 

’"The PDS is a protest party," said 
Richard Schroeder. a professor ro Berlin 
and one of foe authors of foe Social 
Democratic; tract against foe fonner 
Communists. "They are not a risk to 
democracy, butfoey slow the acceptance 
of democracy in foe East They confuse 
foe learning process." 

Marc than half of foe party’s 95,0 00 
members are retired,- making it only a 
shadow of its 7J2 mifoon-member pre- 
curses'. Its ranks shrink by the thousands 
each year as the elderiy die off, but it still 
indudes foe former elite, including aca- 
demics, Mr. Schroeder said- 

leader who is 
chwerin, studied 
he 1980s and now 
rides in achanfieored Audi limousine as 
an elected state official. "This win cre- 
ate’ a newsocialcfimate of reconciliation 
and integration," Mr. Hotter said of foe 
alliance with the Social Democrats. 



assertive antirFDS fiction of the Social 
Democrats argues that foe fonner Com- 
munists remain a purely Eastern phe- 
nomenon red feus rmafrlp. to heal Ger- 
many’s inner foyide. Indeed, foey say, itis 
unfit to represent even Eastern Germany 
because 80 percent of the Eastemere con- 


sistently vote against it "The vast ma- 
jority of the East Germans distance them- 
selves from the PDS," the four Social 
Democratic critics wrote in their treatise. 

Similar controversy has split other 
parties. Heiner Geissler accused his cen- 
ter-right Christian Democratic Party of 
* ‘schizophrenic behavior" in its cooper- 
ating with the former Communists at foe 
municipal level in the East while de- 
nouncing them bitterly in Bonn. Mr. 
Gassier, a leader in his party's labor 
wing who also said some cooperation 
with foe Party of Democratic Socialism 
is conceivable, reaped nothing but bitter 
criticism. 

"Geissler is talking sheer rubbish,” 
the Christian Democratic Party chair- 
man. Wolfgang Schaeuble, said last 
week. But only two months before, Mr. 
Schaeuble made overtures to individual 
fonner Communists to switch parties. 

PDS leaders justify foe for am- 
nesty for crimes during the Cold War, 
arguing that amnesty would help foster 
"reconciliation" between the halves of 
Germany, in foe words of foe party’s 
parliamentary leader, Gregor Gy si. The 
party chairman. Lothax Bisky, said he 
would like to see the amnestry granted 
May 23. foe 50th anniversary of the 
German Constitution, which now ap- 
plies to foe whole of the reunited Ger- 
many. 

The rush by Western politicians to 
"normalize” foe party stems mainl y 
from tile growing importance of Eastern 
voters. 

Mr. Schroeder owes much of his vic- 
tory to the East, where former Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl's share of foe vote 
fell more than 1 1 percentage points, to 
27.3 percent, from four years earlier, 
leaving Mr. Schroeder and foe former 
Communists to share the defect ms. 
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Early Elections in Israel 


EributtC jfa Old World of Europe Is Entering a New Era 

TUB WASHINGTON HOST t/ •_£ ' . . 


A delay in the peace talks is ex- 
pected now that Israel has decided to 
go to early elections, perhaps next 
spring. rarr than to have Benjamin 
Ncuji>ahu • 've out his term in 2000. 
But that a m . jj.»asier. A stalemate with 
the Palestinians was already in effect 
as a result of the crisis that developed in 
Prime Minister Netanyahu’s coalition 
over the Wye accords. The right wing 
refused to swallow the terras, espe- 
cially the prov ision calling for a further 
withdrawal from the West Bank. 
Caught between a rejectionist right and 
a center-left that declined to make a 
“national unity" government with 
him, he bad no choice but to agree to 
new elections. 

Even in the volatile Israeli scene, it 
is hard to imagine that the electorate 
would restore the very political con- 
figuration responsible for this nego- 
tiating stalemate. Any new govern- 
ment ~is going to have to answer to the 
polled large majority of voters who 
favor careful continuation of negoti- 
ations with the Palestinians. It could be 
Mr. Netanyahu who somehow finds a 


A Year for Campaign Reform 


In this holiday season, Americans are 
feeling any tiling but festive about their 
politics. Etut the raging debate over 
President Bill Clinton is only one factor 
in the public's growing alienation from 
a system more attuned to partisan tactics 
than the general good. A separate blow 
to public faith has arisen recently, with 
the virtual nullification of nearly a cen- 
tury of laws seeking to curb campaign 
fund-raising. Last summer, the House 
passed campaign finance reform leg- 
islation, only to see it die in the Senate. 
As a result, the nation’s two biggest 
political parties have completed their 
transformation from representing pop- 
ular constituencies to serving as fund- 
raising machines that cater to special 
interests. 

In the election last November, voter 
turnout dropped to the lowest levels 
since World War IL But in the next year, 
Americans will have a new opportunity 
:c escuc iheir political culture from the 
grip of corruption and cynicism. They 
can press Congress to restore the fund- 
raising rules guiding campaigns since 
1907, when the ban on corporate dona- 
tions to federal elections was enacted. In 
1 947. union donations were outlawed. In 
1974 strict ceilings were placed on dona- 
tions by rich individuals and political- 
action committees. Now these laws have 
all been circumvented by the deviously 
conceived fiction that the parties can 
raise so-called soft money outside fed- 
eral regulations, as long as it is os- 
tensibly for the parties, not for can- 
didates, and as long as the money is used 
for * 'issue ads” that do not use the magic 
words “vote for” or "vote against” 

The soft-money loophole was first 
seriously exploited in the 1988 cam- 
paign. By 1996, Mr. Clinton and his 
Republican rival. Bob Dole, elevated it 
to a high art. The twoparties combined 
raised and spent $260 million in soft 
money that year, and the White House 
opened its doors to Lincoln Bedroom 
sleep-overs, coffees and other recep- 
tions for eager donors. Mr. Clinton 
could say that these unlimited sums 
from corporations, rich donors and un- 
ions were going to the party and there- 
fore were legal. But the contributors all 
knew they were buying influence with 
the Clinton administration. 

The scariest aspect of the White 
House fund-raising was the willingness 
to have the soft-money loophole ex- 
ploited by foreign interests. Some $3 
million in contributions had to be re- 
turned by the Democrats because it was 
found to have originated overseas. This 
month. The New York Times reported 
that investigators had found a system- 
atic effort by China to gain access to 
technology and perhaps influence 
American policies — just as Taiwan and 
other governments have done, by open- 
ing their checkbooks to lobbyists and 
other agents — though no link to the 
party contributions was established. In 
October, a federal district judge ruled 
that the ban on foreign campaign dona- 
tions did not apply to soft money. If that 
ruling stands, or Congress does not 
quickly revise the statute to broaden the 
ban on foreign contributions, the soft- 
money ioophole guarantees more at- 
tempts by foreign and domestic interests 
to corrupt the system. 

Not that the Republicans were blame- 
less. They deplored Mr. Clinton's ex- 
cesses, but the 1 997 Senate hearings led 
by Fred Thompson demonstrated that 
the Republicans also tapped foreign 


money in 1996. The Republicans en- 
gaged in their own domestic money 
abuses as welL In return far six-figure 
donations, a Republican soft-money 
contributor could get meetings with Re- 
publican congressional leaders and 
committee chairmen. Money from oil, 
gas and mining interests led to Re- 
publican attempts to open up wilderness 
areas to exploitation and ease laws on 
clean air and clean water. 

In 1997, Trent Lott, the Senate ma- 
jority leader, flew to Las Vegas with 
his chief fund-raiser. Senator Mitch 
McConnell of Kentucky, to harvest 
money from gambling interests. This 
year the Senate killed efforts to elim- 
inate certain tax breaks for big-time 
gamblers. 

Tobacco is another industry for 
which money talks. Mr. McConnell 
has been especially adept at harvesting 
tobacco money and then killing any 
chance of tough legislation that would 
crack down on tobacco products. But 
there has been a bipartisan cast to the 
special-interest game. Republicans 
and Democrats alike favor “privat- 
izing’’ at least a part of Social Security 
to create independent investment ac- 
counts, offering a bonanza for the fi- 
nancial-services industry, which 
would invest the pension money. 

That industry just happens to be the 
biggest donor to both parties. 

There was a chance this year that 
these corrupt schemes would be ended 
by administrative action. But in an un- 
forgivable dereliction of duty. Attorney 
General Janet Reno failed to pursue the 
clear violation of tbe letter and spirit of 
the campaign laws. Both Louis Freeh, 
the FBI director, and her own hand- 
picked investigator into the election 
scandals, Charles La Bella, recommen- 
ded an independent counsel to inves- 
tigate the subject She refused. 

The paradox is that dear majorities 
in both the Senate and House favor 
campaign reform. Last dimmer , the 
House approved legislation sponsored 
by Christopher Shays of Connecticut 
and Martin Meehan of Massachusetts 
to curb fund-raising excesses, by a vote 
of 252 to 179. The Shays-Meehan bill 
would have banned soft money and 
applied all existing federal restrictions 
to party fund-raising and fund-raising 
by so-called independent groups when 
the money is used for campaign-re- 
lated attack ads broadcast two months 
before an election. The Congress 
should also replace the lame Federal 
Election Commission with a serious 
enforcement agency. 

Many ailments, large and small, af- 
flict the American political system right 
now. No one is pretending that cam- 
paign finance reform, by itself, will cure 
corruption or ease the voters’ cynicism. 
These are not revolutionary changes. 
What is needed is a restoration of a 
system drat has existed for most of 
modem American history. If the current 
system is not changed, the candidates 
will likely raise and spend 5500 million 
to $750 million in unlimited soft-money 
donations from corporations, unions 
and rich donors in the next two years. 
Whoever is elected, the legislative and 
executive branches of government will 
be more and more beholden to the fences 
that give the money. Tbat corruption 
cannot be allowed Reform can happen, 
if the voters demand it and lawmakers 
hear their plea. 

— THE NEW YORK TIMES. 
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W ASHINGTON — Europe’s ma- 
jor powers end the year in mo- 
tion. They have fashioned a flurry of 


pra gm atic way toward representing 
some part of tills constituency: or il 
could be the Labor Party chief, Ehud 
Barak; or the h rtie-known but popular 
General Amnon Lipkin-Shahak, “the 
Israeli Colin Powell”; or Likud chal- 
lenger Dan Meridor. The difference in 
policy views among the known con- 
tenders seems distinctly narrower than 
tbe difference in their political styles. 

What almost all Israelis seem to 
agree on is that this is a crucial moment 
in their country’s quest for security, if 
not for what one would call peace with 
their Arab neighbors. In Israel’s cen- 
tury-old core conflict with Palestin- 
ians, a succession of American ad- 
ministrations has helped bring the two 
sides to a point at which their goals — 
security and statehood, respectively — 
are within reach: within reach, but at 
cost and risk. As a father of Palestinian 
nationalism, Yasser Arafat possesses 
his own political resources. For Israel, 
its democratic nature compels the 
politicians to seek electoral authori- 
zation of the gravest national choices. 

— THE WASHINGTON POST. 


fresh initiatives from the arrival of a 
new government in Germany, a new 
concern in Britain about tians- Atlantic 
relations and a new look in France at 
European defense. 

As important as the content of the 
initiatives is the way in which they are 
being shaped: without decisive input 
from the United States, even on issues 
that involve vital U.S. interests. 

The Europeans are not dispensing 
with the indispensable nation. Some of 
their moves are intended — in their 
eyes at least — to strengthen ties with 
Washington. Even tbe French are being 
careful to avoid open challenges to 
U.S. leadership in Europe on political 
and defense issues. 

But the palpable mood of ferment in 
European institutions has provoked 
questions from tbe Clinton adminis- 
tration to its chief European allies 
about the pace and direction of an eco- 
nomic, political and defense integra- 
tion within the 15-nation European Un- 
ion. Washington favors integration — 
up to a point 

The defeat in September of Hehnnt 
Kohl in the German elections by a 
Social Democrat-Green coalition un- 
der Gerhard Schroeder has created a 


By Jim Hoagiand 

new political tone in Europe. Eleven of 
the EU 's governments are now led by 
Socialists or other center-left parties. 
They speak something of a common 
political language, even if national in- 
terests still dictate their stands on con- 
tentious issues. 

German interests are now asserted 
by Mr. Schroeder’s government with- 
out the deference Mr. Kohl gave Paris 
on European unity and Washington on 
global issues. This. is a generational 
change as much as a political one. And 
it must be taken into account as the 
Berlin republic gives notice it is no 
longer tbe willing paymaster for Euro- 


NATO strategy. 

The second chiving force for polit- 
ical and policy adjustments on both 
sides of the Atlantic is the creation of a 
new European currency, the euro, 
which becomes a unit of account for II 
EU mem bare on New Year’s Day. 

It will be two years before the euro 
replaces tbe franc, mark, peseta and 
other currencies in daily use and five or 
more years before it begins to rival the 
dollar as an international medium of 
exchange. But the coordinated interest 
rate cut by il central banks on Dec. 3, 


which was smoothly managed by the 
new European Central Bank, dem on- 
stiated that the euro is already a force to 
be reckoned wite. ■ 

TTiisisevea— perhaps especially — 
true for Tony Blair’s New Labour ma- 
jority in Britain, which has opted to 
stay oat of tire euro zone in its first 
pariiamentaiy term.' Mr. Blair is de- 
termined to show that Britain will not 
be frozen out of Europe’s significant 
decisions on unity simply because his 
government is pot in on the euro 
ground floor. 

U.S. officials assume that is one rea- 
son B ritain has been so active in recent 
weeks on the European defease front. 
After proposing a serious review of 
Europe’s defense capabilities, Mr. 
Blair joined President Jacques Chirac 
of France on Dec. 4 in signmg a ” Joint ' 
Declaration on European Defense,” 
the sweep of which caught Clinton 
policymakers by surprise. 

The declaration represents move- 
ment by both Paris and London toward 
a European cpim ruind stincture within 
NATO that would give EU bodies new 
responsibilities and powers. NATO 
would remain primarily responsible for 
European defease — France dropped 
some of its long-standing theology on 
that point — while Britain for the first 
time signed up to defease policies 


being coordinated hr and by th* EU.. 

But Mr. Blair seems to have more m 
rpfpd than merely balancing off Bn- 
rain 's absence in monetary npgra&on. 
He also is said to beJookmgforwanl to 
the 50th anniversary NATO 
Washington in April, when be. feels 
Europe must show Congress wat it zs 
prepared to shoulder more iwjponsi- 
bffitfes in any future Bosnia or Kosovo 
or risk a significant U.S ..backlash. 

Europe at large is anxious about me 
administration's planning for thean- 
niveraary summit meeting, CD wmen 
Washington will spend $20 million to 
$30mfl£on. Europeans fear the April 
cele bratio n will d ege ne ra te into an ex- 
ercise in American Cold War tn- 


Bm Ointon to salve his domestic 
wounds, or both. 

Shitting such a cast on the meetin g 
would be a strategic error in the coming 
year, which, will be one of significant 
change in and for Europe. 

No one is likely to proclaim 19W tire 
Year of Europe. Too many remember 
the disasters tbat befell tbe Continent 
wheai 1973 was so dubbed.. But Amer- 
icans will want to watch the old. Con- 
tinen t closely as it finally moves from 
the Cold War to the cusp of a new 
millennium and a new era. 

The Washington Past. 


A U.S. Church Group in China Is Fooled Again 


B OSTON — There was a 
time when Andrew Young 
had no difficulty recognizing 
persecution. There was a time 
when he lifted his voice for vic- 
tims and made no excuses for 
oppressors. 

But the civil rights move- 
ment in which Mr. Young rose 
to prominence ended long ago. 
His mentor, Martin Luther 
King, has been gone these 30 
years. And the moral stature Mr. 
Young acquired in his youth he 
seems willing to squander as be 
approaches old age. 

Mr. Young recently traveled 
to China with a small delegation 
from the National Council of 
Churches, of which he is pres- 
ident-elect. China is in its fourth 
year of a brutal government 
crackdown on Christian reli- 
gious activity; more than 140 
underground church members 
have been arrested in just the 
last few weeks. Mr. Young 
might have been expected to 


By Jeff Jacoby 


speak out on their behalf and 
condemn the C ommunis t re- 
gime for its cruelty. He might 
have been expected, for ex- 
ample, to demand justice for 
Cheng Me iying — an evangel- 
ist from Hunan Province who 
was arrested OcL 26 and taken 
to the prison in Wugang, where 
the police beat and whipped her 
so ferociously that she became 
brain- damaged 

What Mr. Young said, 
however, was: “We found no 
sign of religious repression.” 

And: “Did we find religious 
freedom in the U.S. sense? No. 
But we found no . . . active per- 
secution.” 

To be sure, it is no crime to be 
a Christian in the People’s Re- 
public of China — so long as 
you worship in an officially reg- 
istered “patriotic” church, 
with ministers who have been 
approved by the Communist 


Party and who renounce all ties 
to any overseas entity. 

Which means that it is a 
crime for a Chinese Catholic to 
proclaim the authority of the 
Pope. It is a crime to hold a 
prayer meeting in an unofficial 
“house church.” It is a crime to 
travel the country and preach 
the Gospel. It is a crime to speak 
in tongues, to baptize children, 
to teach of a second coming, or 
to condemn abortion. 

Has tite National Council of 
Churches anything to say about 
this? It does. “Christians in 
China,” declared the soup’s 
general secretary . loan Brown 
Campbell, “are terribly offen- 
ded at the tide of rumor that 
there’s widespread, terrible per- 
secution and asked ns to ad- 
vocate for a more accurate por- 
trayal of their situation.” 

Beijing makes no secret of its 
anti-religious bigotry. Ye Xi- 


ao wen, head of the Religious 
Affairs Bureau, calls bouse 
churches “evil, illegal organi- 
zations that undermine social 
order.” But Mr. Young and his 
group, blind to the suffering of 
their' fellow Christians, give 
their seal of approval to the 
world’s largest dictatorship. 

Walter Winchell remarked in 
2938 that the reason Neville 
Chamberlain flew to Munich to 
see Hitler -was because “yon 
can’t lick aman’s boots over the 
phone.” It is nothritd to figure 
out why Andrew Young flew to 
China. 

The bootlicking of totalitar- 
ians is an old story , with the 
National Council of Churches. : . 1 

In 1978 it published “China- 
Search for Community, ” which - 
described the Cultural Reunite ; 
note — a time Of heart-stopping 
savagery, ' when Mao’s Red 
Guards imprisoned, tortured, or - 
killed tens of thousands of vic- 
tims — as an .“outstanding' 


campaign” for “moral, renew-* 
al” that “emphasized commu- 
nity interest, ann-ditistn, cam-, 
□fitment to revolutionary social 
goals, dignity of rrmmiat laboFj 
equality of women and men* 
and education for the common 
people.” i 

A decade later a council of-! 
ficial told Congress that North 
Koreans — then rated by Kim II 
Sung, a Stalinist tyrant — “arej 
proud of their beautiful cities, 
schools, health facilities, apart) 
meats, immigration projects; 
dams, and locks.” 

So nothing has changed at the 
National Council of Churches. - 

This ChriidmflR^ millions of 
Chinese Christians have at great 
risk celebrated the birth of their 
savior. May God watch over 
them and shield them from 
harm. The National Council of 
Churches surely won’t 

The writer is a columnist for 
The Boston Globe. 


A Few Historical Reflections on the (insure Option 




W ASHINGTON — On 
April 11, 1951, Congress 
was up in arms about President 
Harry Truman’s dismissal of 
General Douglas MacArthur as 
commander of United Nations 
f races in Korea. Republicans 
were furious that Mr. Truman 
had sacked the national hero for 
insubordination. The House 
Republican leader Joe Martin 
and Senator BUI Jenner of In- 
diana threatened 
but Senator Richard Nixon of 
California had a better idea. Mr. 
Nixon “proposed a Senate res- 
olution of censure, saying the 
president ’has not acted in the 
best interests of the American 
people.’ ” 

This nugget of history, re- 
trieved from the microfilm files 
of The Washington Post, sheds 


By David S. Broder 


light on the current drive to 
wad up the controversy over 
President Bill Clinton by a sim- 
ilar censure resolution. 

The proposal to censure Mr. 
Clinton, rather than subject him 
to an impeadiment trial in the 
Senate, has impeccable spon- 
sorship and motivation. Former 
Presidents Gerald Ford and 
Jimmy Carter have unveiled 
their version of the idea. “The 
time has come,” they wrote, 
“to put aside political differ- 
ences and plant seeds of justice 
and reconciliation.” 

Former Senator Bob Dole is 
lobbying for such a solution, 
geaerousiy seeking to rescue 
the Democrat who defeated him 
for the presidency in 1996 from 


tbe threat of being forced out of 
office. That Mr. Ford and Mr. 
Dote both worry about the dam- 
age their Republican Party may 
suffer if it continues to pash for 
Mr. Clinton's ouster does not 
diminish tbe public-spirited- 
ness of their action. 

After the searing partisanship 
of the House impeachment pro- 
cess, a bipartisan censure res- 
olution that would bring an end 
to this sad chapter of White 
House history has enormous ap- 
peal. Still, it may be better to 
consider the implications now, 
rather than stumble over them 
after the fact 

Censure is not mentioned in 
the constitution, but neither are 
many other accepted features of 


Time for Subcontinental Realism 


By Sunanda K. Datta-Ray 


S INGAPORE — The re- 
cent visit of Prime Min- 
ister Nawaz Sharif of Pakistan 
to the United Stales 
strengthened the general im- 
pression that peace or war in 
South Asia hinge on the run- 
ning sore of Kashmir and nu- 
clear one-up manship . 

But they are really only the 
symptoms of a much deeper 
tension that must be addressed 
if the two neighbors are ever to 
live in harmony. Even if some 
magic wand were to wish away 
both problems, the underlying 
insecurity and mistrust would 
surface in some other way un- 
less India and Pakistan can 
bring themselves to shape a fu- 
ture that reflects their shared 
past That would flesh out the 
dream of a Sooth Asian eco- 
nomic union that also embraces 
Banglad e sh, Nepal, Bhutan, Sri 
I -anka and the Maldiv es. 

The latest proposal for an 
“economic bridge” to make 
cooperation attractive and 
political squabbling unre- 
warding, mooted by India’s 
Hindu nationalist Bharatiya 
Janata Party government, 
might have a chance of suc- 
ceeding, but only if two con- 
ditions are met. Hist, P akistan 
must reconcile itself to geo- 
political reality. And second, 
India must pursue seriously 


lem, but its divisive effect is 
easily exaggerated since as 
many M us urns live in Hindu- 
majority India as in Islamic 
Pakistan. More relevant is the 
search in both countries for a 
viable identity. India’s rela- 
tive success in forging a sense 
of secular nationhood, despite 
ethnic and communal hiccups, 
became clear in August when 
politicians across tbe spec- 
trum united to foil the BJP’s 
attempt to give education a 
Hindu gloss. 

In contrast, Mr. Sharif's re- 
treat to Koranic law, ignoring 
the white stripe in the country’s 
flag that Pakistan’s founding 
father, Mohammed Ali Jinnah, 
inserted to repress the mainly 
Hindu minority, indicates teat 
Pakistan is still groping fra a 
national culture. 

Jinnah would also have 
been grieved to hear Mr. 
Sharif argue, as he did during 
his 1990-93 incarnation as 
prime minister, thru: the bomb 
was needed not to defend or 
deter, but to make “it clear to 
responsible international 
powers [read the United 
States] that Pakistan should be 
treated at par with India in the 
world community.” 

That India remains the 
primary reference point for 
Pakistan’s rulers after 51 years 


tee i m a g i n ative concept of of sovereign existence exposes 
asymmetrical relations that a a lack of confidence that also 


former Indian prime ministe r 
Index Kumar Gujrai, saw as 
tee only answer to tbe chal- 
lenge of disparity. 

Religion is pan of the prob- 


explains Islamabad 's desperate 
attempts to turn its back on 
cultural and historical links in 
tee subcontinent and seek iden- 
tification instead with the 


Middle East and Central Asia. 

til Pakfcfen*accepts ttaf geog- 
raphy is destiny. The advant- 
ages of India’s size (four times 
Pakistan’s), population (seven 
times bigger), industrial base, 
and engineering and scientific 
skills will not go away. 

However, no amount of con- 
cessions by Prime Minister Atal 
fiihari Vajpayee will have the 
slightest effect unless the Amer- 
icans, who built up Pakistan 
militarily during the Cold War, 
accept the need for rapproche- 
ment on a durable basis. 
Pakistan’s tii-fra-tai nuclear 
tests in May were tee direct 
outcome, of decades of U.S. in- 
doctrination that the much smal- 
ler country must mateh its big- 
ger neighbor in every way. 

Instead of scurrying around 
trying to unscramble nuclear 
arsenals or aggravating the 
Kashmir dispute with malad- 
roit statements. U.S. diplomats 
should convince Islamabad 
(hat no Indian government 
would compound its domestic . 
problems tty swallowing. 134 
million truculent Pakistanis. 
Nor would India be at all com- 
fortable if Pakistan’s disinteg- 
ration led to the emergence o fa 
number of unstable ethnic-fon- 
damemalist states on its west- 
ern flank. 

A strong and self-confident 
Pakistan can only contribute to 
India’s security and stability. 

The writer, a former editor 
of The Statesman in India, 
contributed this comment to 
the International Herald 
Tribune. ; 


our governmental life, ranging 
from the Federal Reserve Board 
to tee presidential nominating 
conventions. The only previous 
presidential censure, aimed at 
Andrew Jackson by a hostile 
Senate, was expunged by a sub- 
sequent Congress. But that is 
not a fatal flaw. 

It is a reminder, however, 
that we have little basis for 
judging the effect of such a res- 
olution, or even how seriously it 
would be taken lty foe target of 
tee verbal spanking. Mr. Oin-^ 
ton is famous for his ability to 
compartmentalize, and even if 
he were required to sign a cen- 
sure resohuon, he might con- 
sign it to the most remote craner 
of his consciousness. 

Many of the same JDemocrat- 
ic House members who on Dec. 
19 professed their willingness 
to censure Mr. Clinton for hav- 
ing “egregiously failed” in has 
responsibilities and ' “dis- 
honored the office” of pres- 
ident, were by afternoon back-' 
slapping the same man and 
cheering him as “one of our 
greatest presidents," to quote 
Vice President Al Gore. 

At a minimum, that White 
House spectacle must raise 
questions whether censure by 
Congress would be greeted with 
more than a shrug by this pres- 
ident on his way to a fund-raiser 
or a round of golf. 

The more serious question is 
what precedent would fie es- 
tablished by tee legislative 
branch in opening a new avenue 
to admonish a collateral branch 
of government. Presidents often 


take actions teat offend Con- 
gress, as Mr. Truman did in 
forcibly reminding General 
MacArthur who was command- 
er in chief. Mr. Nixon’s threat rb 
censure Mr. Truman went 
nowhere in a Republican Seri 1 
ate, in part because such an a& 
tion lacked any modem precede 
eat But now one may be" 
created. ' ‘‘ 

Once established, it could be 
used often — to reprimand the 
judicial branch as well as the 
executive. Under Chief Jnstrcxi 
Bail. Warren, the Supreme 
Court regularly outraged C odf- 
gress with its derisions' on civSte 
rights, ieappottknmteiit of vot^r 
mg districts, criminal rights and 
banning slchool prayer. 

. Congress never attempted s& 
riously toimpeach Earl Warrent 
But majorities were certainly 
ready to censure his decisions^ 

What would tee impact of 
such a censure have been on 
respect fra tbe cram and canF- 
pliance with its mIings?N6 one 
can say. 

Separation of powers is cetf- 
tral to the structure of our gov- 
en mo e nt . When one -branch 
starts handing out formal report 
cards on another, it oeriamlf 
departs from tee coostitntioh 
arm it may-produce dangerous 
consequences. ' 

The constitution’s reme^F 
for serious charges of abuse of 
executive or judicial office S 
rm P ea chment.The inconvenfe- 
dice of a Senate trial mnst-bc 
weighed against the potential 
costs of ‘ ‘the Nixon sofetion.^ 
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1898: Dog fashion 

PARIS — Says tee “1 
Chronicle”: In state of ri 


and all claims 


wmub war nas oeen cast upon iL i X' 

tee absurd practice of proffig 

-costumes for canine pee stiu ^^"^En^whohaabeen 
prevails in Paris. In the windows uSi® n y® 5 ** 

of tee dog tailors may be sem Canada, met- Mis* 


of tbo dog tailors may be seen 
little astrakhan overcoats with 


rrwran Canada, met -Miss- 

B°°th at Lake Louise. Themaf- 


travehng there are lighter wrap- 
pers fastened round tbe vvaistby 
belts of tanned leather. Every 
wdl-dressed dog has a colli 
appropriate to his breed. A Great 
Dane should wear Mexican 


the spring at Ottawa!^ !??* 

W48: Cardinal Held 

BUDAPEST Htaair^s 
primate, Josef OudfeaTSCnd- 

was detained on charges 
^y- between' 


fashion dictates a white calf-skin 


1923; No Longer Heir 

- Having 
publicly an n oun c ed his engae^ 
menr to Miss Lois BooSl of 
Erik, first cousin’ 
to the King, has renounced Jfis 
.title of “Prince of Denmaii” 


points: hisc 
alization bi 


“gedon ewomrifi ; 
position to nation' ■ - 
C^focdic schools, . 
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LANGUAGE 


H It’s Time for‘Nyah,Nyah - Gotcha!' 
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V \J^ASIBNCnX)N — Tinssapacclxai 
; ii tV beat Mjadbed fine wetter the 
Gofoha!‘Gang, a growing legioa of 

**» grammatical errors of 
the resident colnnanst Their motto; 
“N<* Hatred for the Mavea” (Excuse 
.uoe;.fis;inpui6.) .. . 

FtemN. Lewis of Croydon. New, 
tf a m psiri f e; tf Yoo write, ‘A column in 
ihffi srope Stl^ ‘The Asian Connec- 
tion’Otad just appeared, followed the 
wat day by a front-page article about 
loan Huang - ’ s fund-raising in The Wall 
StreetJoumal’ 

I “Jphn. Huang was doubtless a vrsy ' 
active feilow r . tat I dtoubt be .wais ear 
gagedfoTtad-raitaig in The 'Wall 
Street" JotHnal’ ” . 

>- Max Culpa, for. Mayor. Huang was 
surely not chasing the editor Robert 
Bartley, down tot, newspaper’s cor- 

» ridors seeking’ cmhritatioxts to to 


B ot if I bfldT written the two other 
branches, tore coaid be no.dosbt tot 
only three branches exist. 

Sane would call this pedantry, but 1 
sttad conrecied, and in torn conect 
David Sdii^crs, .tnajoriiy counsel of 
tfaeHouse JmfciftryCotraniaee, forhis 
castigation Of to president's dfafam 
for: “to integrity -of the other two. 
coequal branches.'’* Casirin is hereby 
appointed recording secretary of to 
Nit-pickers’ League, a highly sophis- 
. ticated subgroup of to Gotcha! Gang 
whose membership is in constant tur- 
moil tout writing its na m&Nitpickefs 
League.- 


A preposteoita .phrase Gke in The 
Wall Street Journal is a modifiex and 
sbonld a^up intimately to the noon it 
modifies, test another, closer nonn be 
mistaken for to term being mocfified. 
In this case, to noun phrase being 
modified was a front-page article, bat 1 
put so many words in between tot it is 
possible to think thalfund- raising was 
to modified term.- The philologist 
Richard Ledeter had a good example of 
this abuse of prepositionai-phrase po- 
sition; ‘ 'Lincoln wrote toGettysbnrg 
Address while traveling from Wash- 
ington to Gettysborgon the back of an 
envelope-" 


From Bd CasMn of Hastings-on-. 
Hudson, iNew Yadc “You say, ‘He 
off ere the other two branches of gov- 
ernment the choice,’ but you mean ‘the 
two after brandies:V Otherwise, we 
would have four branches of govern? 
meat” .... 

You know, he has got a point. Iiwver 
thongfarof tot before. Other is called & 
4 'postdetearrdner’ ’ because it nsnally 
comes after words that are detenriiners, 
like numerals or other quantifiers tf»w 
make a noun phrase specific. Thus, 
when I wrote the other two branches , it 
could be thought to stand j against these 
two branches — totaling, as my eagle- 
eyed critic observes/Tour branches. 


Two weeks ago, in reviewing Bryan 
Gamer’s Dictionary of Modem Amer- 
ican Usage; I misquoted him by writing 
tot “tot historic dffiereDtiaDon , ’ be- 
tween enormity (“ouirageousness’ ’) 
and enormousness (“hugeness'’) 
should be upheld 

Gamer correctly wrote historical. 
Robert Burchfield’s New Fowler’s 
Modem English Usage quotes a for- 
getful maven on that “Any past event 
is historical, but only to most mem- 
orable taxes are historic . " 

' D •: • 

Now’ to .to alleged mistake that 
drew to ntot inaiL m a luxe about the 
proomiritaon of status,! wrote, “That 
is usually pronounced STAT-us, as in 
statistics , by to highfalutin, and 
STATE-us by to hoi polloi." 

From Jba Tart of Dallas: “My 
danghter Katie teDs me that her eighth- 
grade teacher woald have acuackta her 
intheheadwith her grammar book had 
she said ’the koipoUoi' Katie says hoi 
polloi means ‘to masses,’ and tbere- 
fore should never be proceeded by the. 
Liye- by to sword and die by the 

SWQrtt” 

Thank you, Mr. Tart (And when 
Katie comes by with her spelling book 
Opened to precede, watch your head.) 
Curiously, this seeming redundancy in 
regard to a foreign phrase apparently 
infuriates Greek scholars. “Wrong!” 
shouts Stephen Esrah of Shaker 
Heights, Otao. "Hoi means ‘the.’ “No 
doubt about tot Wrote Ronald Ser- 
afine of Butler, Paonsylvania: “One 
does not say ‘the hoi polloi ’ for to 
samereason tot one does not say * with 
au jus.* How plead you?” 

Innocent with an explanation, your 
honor. Take tot Hunch phrase first: 
When you order roast beef au jus. 


BOOKS 


DRAGONFLY 

NASA and the Griab Aboard Mir 
By Bryan Burrough. 528 pages. - 
$26.95. HarperCollins. 

. Reviewed by Peter Maass ‘ ... . . 

* Q PACE FLIGHT is m vpgxxfe again. 
U The jouaMyHDf-FAri' Sfenatos^m' 1 
focused atrentiCHi on to' fascinating 
spectacle of humans soaring into to 
heavens dh rockefe tot make to ground 
tremble. Glenn’s voyage may have 
seemed a . bit stagMinmaged, but you 
would need to be heartless not to draw 
some satisfaction from to show. NASA 
haslanncfaeditselfinto a public relations 
cwrbit. getting high-fives from to public 
atnd pobtidans. ... 

j. It is easy to forget totjust a year ago 
NASA was mired in controversy, facing 
withering criticism for flying Americans 
on Russians space station, Mir, which 
careened .from one near-disaster, to an- 
other. First there was a fire onboard, and 
to* was followed byacoflirion, and tot 
.was followed by. computer failures, 
^power failures, oxygen-generating Ml- 
.•ures and faetty much evay sort of fail- 
ure that aright .afflict aspace station. 

Those events, which piayed out like a 
cosmic tzagicomed}', were front-page 
news ftaJt;Whxte, bat Mir eventually 
steadied itself and fell off to journalistic 
radar screen once its last American pas- 
senger returned to Earth earfierthis year. 
a Mir seems like ancient and irrelevant 
history now, Zmt Bryan Burrough brings 
it to ■ lite in bis remarkable book 
“Dragonfly. ;NASA and the Crisis 
Abosrohfir.'*' : 

.. He reveals aspace agency so riddled 
With infighting tot, for instance, two 
nstrooaiits training far to same flight on 
Mir stopped speaking to each other. 
Tales of intriguoat NASA are not new, 
but Burrough; a special caoespohdent 
for Vanity and co-author of the best- 

.■KUing “Barbarians at the Gate,’* has 
'come up with much tot was unknown, 
based partly, do NASA documents ob^ 
mined through to Freedom of Infbr- 
HiationAcL , -/ 

His book probaWy vdH become re- 

quired reading, and entertaining read- 
ing, for anyone who wants to understand 
to dysfunction of our space agebey. .. 

Burrough. interviews key officials. 


pronounced oh-ZHOO. you are using 
to French for “in its juice" (literally, 
“with juice’’). Your waitress is in error 
if she treats tot phrase as a noon and 
asks, “You warn to au jus on to 
ride?” Correct her, and you will soon 
have a chemise au jus. In to same way, 
if you correct an inviter who writes. 
“Please RJS.V-P.,“ you won’t get 
asked again to Repondez s il vous plait 
(literally, “Respond, if you please”). 

Those are two-language redundan- 
cies not yet given absolution by all- 
fbrgiving usage. When we speak of 
“to hoi polloi,’’ however, we are 
firmly grounded in an error tot com- 
mon usage over cenruries has erased- 
Certainly , the hoi polloi translates for- 
mally and redundantly as “to to 
masses,*’ causing speakers of Greek 
and members of the Squad Squad to 
look at you with disdain. But to Eng- 
lish idiom is the hoi polloi. Sometime 
next century, we will write that as 
hoipolloi to reflect its Anglicizanon. 

Robert Burchfield, in the third edi- 
tion of Fowler’s, calls to hidebound 
resistance to the in front of the Greek 
phrase “an attempt to force Greek 
grammar on to receiving lang ua g e. 1 * 
He writes: “Dry den and Byron wrote 
4 the oi polloC and who is to quarrel 
with them? And who is prepared to 
‘correct' W.S. Gilbert's lines from 
“Iolanto,” ’Twouldfill with joy. And 
madness stark/to oi polloi (a Greek 
remark)*?” 

Though willing to go along with the 
usage roundbeels on permitting tot 
redundancy, I hang tough on se- 
mantics: The meaning of the hoi polloi 
should remain “the masses,” or in 
less-Marxist-sounding terms, “ordin- 
ary folk.” 

When the writer Pete Ham ill told the 
interviewer Charlie Rose, “Sinatra 
threw a patty for Agnew in Palm 
Springs with all the hoi polloi in at- 
tendance,” Francis Dyer of New York 
objected, noting that the phrase had not 
taken on a new meaning of “important 
people, upper classes or 'swells. ’ ” 

That upside-down usage occurs of- 
ten. The confusion comes from to 
similarity of to noun hoipolloi and the 
adjective hoity-toity , a rhyming com- 
poond from the English dialect term 
hoit. “to play the fool,” which has 
come to mean “foolishly snooty.” 
(What a pleasure it is to get back to 
correcting other people’s mistakes.) 

New fork Times Service 


astronauts and cosmonauts in to Mir 
saga, anrf be tas come up with some 
repot to rial gems. We learn, for instance, 
that shortly after the collision that nearly 
destroyed Mir, to NASA astronaut on 
board, Michael Foale, tried to bolster to 
sagging spirits of his Russian crew 
mates by .showing, on acamputer mon- 
iforrfoembvte 4 ’ApoBol3.‘ 1 Foalegave 
a running translation into Russian, and 
his ploy worked. 

‘That film is to best of to best," 
Vasili Tsibliyev, Mir’s beleaguered 
commander, later told Bunough. 

The outlines of to drama on Mir are 
already known — to decay of to 
craft’s mechanical systems after 11 
years in orbit; to psychological erosion 
of commander Tsibliyev; the almost uni- 
versal dislike of tee astnmant Jerry Lin- 
enger; to heroism of his successor, 
Foale; tee mistrust between NASA and 
to Russians; the borrendoas planning at 
mission control that made a collision ail 
but inevitable. 

Yet Burrough ties to stray together 
with illuminating details gleaned, in 
part, from previously unpublished re- 
cordings of conversations between. Mir 
and mission control. We read, for ex- 
ample, teat a few minutes after to col- 
lision on June 25, 1997, Tsibliyev told 
ground control, “Oh, bell We don’t 
know where to air leak is." Asked to 
seal off the module from which air is 
leaking, be said, “We can’t close any- 
thing. Erie everything is so screwed up 
that wecan’tckwe anything.” 

“Dragonfly” is not just a post- 
mortem, it is a prescription for the fu- 
ture; On Saturday NASA and to Rus- 
sian Space Agency launched to first 
module of die International Space Sta- 
tion,_& successor, to Mir. The book's 
greatest value lies in tee way it exposes 
rivalries in Houston and Moscow that 
make spaceflight amiracle not because 
of to technical challenges teat roust be 
overcome, tat because of the bureau- 
cratic ineptitudes that hamstring many 
missions. v 

Most appalling, Burrough examines 
to culture of rear among- astronauts 
afraid of saying or doing anything teat 
might displease George Abbey, the di- 
rector of to Jolmsta Space Center who 
can 'determine who flies tad who does 
not Bmrough likens Abbey to. among 


as they should, our dreams of going to 
Mars and beyond stand a greater chance 
of being turned into a reality. 

Peter Maass, author of “ Love Thy 
Neighbor: A Story of War." a chronicle 
of the war in Bosnia-He rzegov ina , wrote 
this for The Washington Post. 


BRIDGE 


By Alan Thxscott 


\_>P theorists ^died last mraxte 
, in Somerville, New Jersey. He 
was Dave CKffiand he was the 
fiist to develop a comprehen- 
sive relay systemin which one 
player makes mmimam bids 
to ask questions and to^ other 
describes his hand. - -j . : 
The system metaled to 
-Denial Cuo-Bid," a highly 
.aemfleam idea. Although toy 
required roach intellectual 
£ 2 , nifPs ideas were adopted 


by several experts and helped 
Iben yta one worid title and : 
agvcral national ones. 

^ This started a trend, and 


mafic leap in ta unhid suit to 
shown, fit with. partner, short- 
. ness in tee suit hid, and slam 
interest- He also eulaiged tee 
theory, of responding ~ to 
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niff was also tee or 
ntor of the splitor W a 


Pass . . Pwa : ‘ 

. Wert fed the heart Jade. 


strong two-club bids and 
weak two-bids, and rebi tiding 
after a Stayman response to 
one no-trump. 

On the diagrammed deal 
from 1976, Cliff held tee 
South hand and pushed ag- 
gressively to six spades after 
he bad opened ope spade and 
West bad overcalled in clubs. 
After a heart lead, it might 
seem teat South was doomed 
to lose two dub tricks. Bui be 
found a way to create a prob- 
lem for the defease. After win- 
ning the heart lead, he led all 
his tramps and all his remain- 
ing hearts. Before the last heart 
was led, to position was as 
- shown at right 

On to last heart West de- 
cided that Sooth could have a 
small singleton club and the 
doubloon ace-queen of dia- 
monds. To avoid a hypothet- 
ical eadplay, be discarded tee 


club ace. with disastrous re- 
sults. Cliff ted the dub king, 

an A his slam with an 

improbable overtrick. 

East should have helped his 
partner by throwing tee club 
jack as well as the nine. Nev- 
ertheless ii was a fine creative 
effort by Cliff, bringing home 
as “mxmakable” slam. 
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others, Rasputin and J. Edgar Hoover. 
Ahbough tor of powerful bureaucrats 
exists in every federal agency, the con- 
sequences are alarming at NASA be- 
cause astronauts. Burroagh contends, 
are afraid to voice concerns about safety 
problems or ill-designed missions. 

' Burrougjh also shows that scientific 
research, trumpeted by NASA as a key 
justification for space flight, is window 
dressing. Just as tee Apollo program was 
driven by to need to get to to moon 
before the Russians, today’s program is 
driven primarily by political motives, in 
tills case propping up tee Russian Space 
Agency and bolstering UB. -Russian re- 
lations. 

Burrough comes up with a delightful 
example. When Norm Thagard, tee first 
American on Mir, returned to Earth after 
more than three mouths in space, NASA 
doctors wanted to administer a battery of 
immediate tests before his body began 
readjusting to gravity. But they were 
told to cut short the tests because the 
administrator of NASA, Dan Goldin, 
wanted to bold a news conference at 
which he intended to serve an ice cream 
sundae to Thagard. 

This book has minor problems. It 
jumps too rapidly from one setting to 
another, from Houston to Moscow to 
Mir to Washington, and the revolving 
cast of characters is so large that readers 
unfamiliar with the American or Rnssian 
space programs may get confused. The 
extracts of official documents and con- 
versations are useful, but Bunough oc- 
casionally seems to paste one extract and 
quote after another. The quickness with 
which this book has been brought out, 
just a year after tee headlines it grew 
from, makes it timely, but the haste 
shows. Zt has nooe of the literary dazzle 
of Tom Wolfe’s “The Right Stuff.” 

These are small complaints. 

Burrough has done a splendid job of 
examining an agency that is entrusted 


The .AxsocioieJ Press 

BAGHDAD — Iraq increased tee 
pressure in its confrontation with tee 
United Nations on Sunday, saying it 
would reject an extension of a UN- 
monitored program that feeds civilians 
and order aid monitors to leave. 

Trade Minister Mohammed Mehdi 
Saleh did not say when Baghdad would 
ask tee UN staff to depan. The latest 
phase of the aid program, under which 
Iraq is allowed to sell some oi) for food, 
expires at the end of April. 

The tough talk came only a day after 
Iraq said "it would fire on U.S. and 
British warplanes patrolling a “no-fly” 
zone imposed after to 1991 Gulf War. 
Iraqi officials said that anti-aircraft gun- 
ners were prepared to open fire on 
planes patrolling such zones over north- 
ern and southern Iraq. 

‘'Violating Iraqi airspace is an ag- 
gression,” Vice President Taha Yassin 
Ramadan said. 

“The so-called farce of no-fly zones 
must end,” he said. “The so-called no- 
fly zones only exist in tee British and 
American imagination.” 

Iraq has never recognized the zones 
and has occasionally confronted aircraft 
flying in the areas. 

The United Stales and Britain have 
said that they will continue to enforce 
to zones. 

‘‘Our pilots can act in self-defense if 
they feel threatened at any time,” said 
P. J. Crowley, a spokesman for the Na- 
tional Security Council in Washington. 

Iraq said that its anti-aircraft gunners 
drove off an attack Saturday by “en- 
emy" warplanes. 

Officials in Washington and London 
said teat pilots patrolling the southern 
no-fly zone saw anti-aircraft fire in tee 
distance, but were in no danger 

The United States, Britain and France 
set up the zones in 1991-92 to halt air 
attacks against Kurdish rebels in tee 
north and Shiite Muslims in tee south. 

The Iraqi statement came as a group 
of Arab legislators meeting in Amman. 
Jordan, condemned the U.S .-British at- 
tacks on Iraqthis month as “unjust 
aggression.” They also called on their 
governments to work on tee lifting of 
the UN trade embargo against Iraq, 
which has crippled to country's econ- 
omy. 

A statement at tee end of a one-dav 


Roar From Queens Comer 

Canada Loyalists Bristle at Idea of Severing Ties 
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By Anthony DePalma 

Sc w York Times Sen d e 

TORONTO — Canada has its queen 
and, as some politicians are discovering, 
God save those who would ay to sever 
the country from its monarch. 

Senior advisers to Prime Minister 
Jean Chretien, along with some uniden- 
tified leaders of the governing Liberal 
Party, are still smarting from tee sharp 
response they received to a recent in- 
formal proposal to mark Canada’s en- 
trance into the new millennium by fi- 
nally cutting all to country's ties to Her 
Majesty, Queen Elizabeth H. 

After to unidentified leaders passed 
along tee idea to a friendly reporter and 
the trial balloon was sent up u a prom- 
inent article, crowds of loyalists came 
out to shoot it down. 

“A bauble on the national Christmas 
tree that these people think they can 
pluck off in 1999,” was what John 
Aimers thought of the Liberal idea. 

Mr. Aimers had been through this fight 
before, which was why he helped found 
to Monarchist League of Canada, based 
in Toronto, more than 20 years ago. 

“This is a naive, fanciful project of 
some gutless wonders in Ottawa who 
don't want to attach their names to 
this,” Mr. Aimers said. “They should 
be more careful of what they let slip. ” 

There was a significant amount of 
backpedaling in to halls of Parliament 
after to first reports of the dump-tbe- 
queen plan were released. Although the 
prime minister’s office had made it clear 
that Mr. Chretien was anxious to hear 
what Canadians thought of tee idea, in a 
year-end interview with the Canadian 
newsmagazine Maclean 's. Mr. Chretien 
said that abolishing tee monarchy was 
not a priority. 

“I have enough problems with tee 
separatists in Quebec,” Mr. Chretien 
said. “I don’t want to have problems 
with tee monarchists in Ontario." 

Sophie Gaiameau, a spokeswoman 
for Mr. Chretien, said, “Wide it’s cer- 
tainly true teat tee prime minister would 


like to know what Canadians think 
about it, this is not a government project 
at this point” 

Although some officials, such as In- 
dustry Minister John Manley, have 
openly espoused a republican Canada, 
Deputy Prime Minister Herb Gray went 
on television to play down the idea. The 
premier of Prince Edward Island then 
said be would be the first to cast the one 
veto it would take from the provinces to 
block am such amendment. 

Columnists at some of Canada's 
largest newspapers gleefully took shots 
at tee plan. 

Dan Gardner, writing in the Ottawa 
Citizen — tee newspaper teat broke to 
story — noted that the plan was billed as 
a visionary project to mark the year 
2000. But, he wondered, ‘ ‘Can’t we just 
build a giant dome or something?” 

In The Gazette, a Montreal news- 
paper, tee column) si Tommy Schmir- 
macher called the idea of throwing out 
the queen “impertinent.’' 

Canada's relationship to the queen is 
a complex one, similar to that of Aus- 
tralia, another member of tee British 
Commonwealth seeking to come out 
from Britain’s shadow. For several 
years, the Australians have engaged in a 
debate over whether to remove the 
queen as head of state. 

• Feelings toward tee royal family are 
warmer in Canada than they are in Aus- 
tralia. said Mr. Aimers of tee Mon- 
archist League, at least in English- 
speaking Canada. While most Quebeck- 
ers are cool to the crown, royal visits to 
the Maple Kingdom, as tee monarchists 
call it, almost always attract big crowds, 
and members of the royal family often 
vacation in Canada. 

While vowing allegiance to tee queen 
is considered by some Canadians to 
reveal a lack of independence, Mr. Aim- 
ers points out that under tee Canadian 
constitution. Queen Elizabeth is actu- 
ally Canada’s own monarch, quite sep- 
arate and apart from being Queen of 

England or Queen of Australia, titles she 
also holds. 
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Sef Meshadan, an Iraqi lawmaker, shooting an anti-American slogan 
Sunday in Amman, Jordan, at an emergency meeting of the Arab 
Parliamentary Union called to respond to the U.S.-British attack on 
Iraq. The group demanded an end to the sanctions against Baghdad. 

Iraq Vows to Reject Aid 
And to Oust UN Monitors 


meeting of the Arab Parliamentary Un- 
ion described the attacks as “unjust 
U.S.-British aggression” on Iraq. 

It was the first time since the 1991 
Gulf War that a pan-Arab body has 
given its full support to Iraq. It was 
unclear whether any of tee Arab gov- 
ernments would respond to the recom- 
mendations. 

The oil-for-food deal brings crucial 
supplies, such as flour, lentils, rice sugar 
and medicine, to people suffering after 
eight years of UN sanctions. It might 
seem unlikely that Iraq would cancel the 
deal without an easing of the embargo 
on broader exports of its oil. Iraq, 
however, has long feared teat tee hu- 
manitarian program is eroding support 
for an easing of tee sanctions on hu- 
manitarian grounds. 

“Iraq refuses the continuation of this 
project and demands the lifting of sanc- 
tions,” Mr. Saleh said. “This means to 
ouster of UN teams which supervise 
it.” 

About 400 UN workers monitor the 
oil-for-food deal to ensure teat the Iraqi 
government does not divert any of the 
money or aid and use it for Us own 
purposes. The arrangement began in 
December 1996. 

The latest six-monte phase allows 
Iraq to sell £5 2 billion in oil to buy 
needed supplies. About 3 percent of teat 
money is used to pay tee humanitarian 
aid monitors, the expenses needed to 
administer tee program and to finance 
tee work of weapons inspectors in Iraq. 
Another 30 percent goes to compensate 
victuns of Iraq’s 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait and the subsequent Gulf War. 

4 ‘ Iraq is bearing huge expenses which 
it pays to these UN personnel and they 
do nothing apan from verifying teat tec 
imports have reached Iraqi ports," Mr. 
Saleh said. 

The UN has maintained that to em- 
bargo, which was imposed after tee 
invasion of Kuwait, cannot be lifted 
until tee weapons inspectors verify that 
Iraq is free of weapons of mass de- 
struction. 

The United States and Britain began 
four days of punishing air strikes Dec. 
16 after tee weapons inspectors released 
a report saying that Baghdad was block- 
ing teeir work. 

Iraq has said it will not allow tee UN 
arms monitors to resume their work. 


A Top Figure 
In Likud Bloc 
Won’t Fight 
Netanyahu 

The Associated Press 

JERUSALEM — Prune Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu cleared a major 
hurdle Sunday in his bid for re-election 
when a top contender within tee Likud 
party dropped out of tee race. 

Another challenge to Mr. Netan- 
yahu's leadership from within Likud 
was announced by Uzi Landau, 55, 
chairman of the Foreign Affairs and 
Defense Committee in tee Knesset, or 
Parliament. 

In addition, Benny Begin, son of 
former Prime Minister Menachem Be- 
gin and one of tee Likud’s most 
staunchly right-wing members, has de- 
cided to leave Likud and run for prune 
minister as to head of a new rightist 
party. Mr. Begin was due to announce 
his candidacy Monday. 

But neither Mr. Begin nor Mr. Land- 
au is considered likely to unseat Mr. 
Netanyahu, and tee Netanyahu critic 
within Likud who was rated as having 
tee best chance, Ehud Olmert, the may- 
or of Jerusalem, took himself out of the 
race Sunday. 

Mr. Olmert, who has campaigned for 
tee construction of the Har Homa Jew- 
ish neighborhood in traditionally Arab 
East Jerusalem, had been considered tee 
only Likud member with enough stature 
to have a fighting chance against Mr. 
Netanyahu. 

He reportedly decided to bow out 
after failing to enlist tee support of 
Defense Minister Yitzhak Mordechai, 
who is popular among tee Sephardim, or 
Jews from Middle Eastern countries. 

Mr. Mordechai, a moderate who has 
urged Mr. Netanyahu to accelerate tee 
peace process with tee Palestinians, has 
said teat be will not leave Likud and that 
he is standing by Mr. Netanyahu, Israeli 
radio said. 

Although he said he would not in- 
terfere in Israeli politics, the Palestinian 
leader. Yasser Arafat, asserted Sunday 
that Mr. Netanyahu's government had 
stopped carrying out tee Wye land-for- 
security accord reached in the United 
States two months ago. 

“The Israeli side has frozen com- 
pletely everything,” Mr. Arafat said. 

The lack of a serious challenger has 
strengthened Mr. Netanyahu's chances 
to again be named the party’s candi- 
date. 

The Likud Central Committee was to 
meet later Sunday. The panel is to pre- 
pare for tee selection of a party leader 
and begin tee process of choosing a list 
of candidates for the Knesset. 

The Likud candidate for prime min- 
ister is expected to face the Labor Party 
leader, Enud Barak, in elections. The 
date of to balloting is likely to be set 
soon by Parliament. But there are also 
several candidates forming centrist 
parties, and that could complicate tee 
process. 

The recently retired army chief of 
staff. Lieutenant General Amnon Lip- 
kin -Shah ak, is expected to be to can- 
didate of a centrist party. Bote he and 
Mr. Barak were protogds of former 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, and ac- 
cording to Eitan Haber, a former Rabin 
aide, if tee two bote run, Mr. Netanyahu 
will win. 

“If tee shoe drops and tee heavens 
deem it so teat Barak and Shahak run 
separately, with tee support of fallen 
angels and an overload of ego,” Mr. 
Haber wrote in tee daily Yedioth Ahro- 
noth, “then even today I can tell you 
who will become tee next prime min- 
ister of Israel: Benjamin Netanyahu. He 
and no other, and in a word, we would 
deserve xl“ 

Mr. Landau represents the right wing 
within Likud that has been dismayed by 
Mr. Netanyahu’s flip-flops on policy 
issues. 

“Likud has become tee party of tee 
moment with a leader who changes 
course according to the direction of the 
wind.” Mr. Landau said at a news con- 
ference in Tel Aviv while announcing 
his candidacy. “Such victoiy is not a 
genuine victory.” 

The hard-liners were also deeply dis- 
appointed by Mr. Netanyahu’s signing 
or to Wye accord, which set tee stage 
for three further withdrawals from the 
West Bank. 

Standing alongside Mr. Landau on 
Sunday was former Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir. Mr. Shamir, who left 
office in 1992 after losing to Mr. Rabin 
of the Labor Party, threw his support to 
Mr. Landau, saying he was tee most 
suitable candidate to lead tee party and 
to country. 

“Benjamin Netanyahu should be re- 
placed,'’ Mr. Shamir was quoted as 
saying in an interview with Yedioth 
Ahronoth. “This isn’t the Likud I knew 
as prime minister.” 

Strasbourg Youths 
Attack Cars and Buses 

The Associated Press 

STRASBOURG — Youths in tee. 
eastern French city of Strasbourg burned 
cars and stoned public transit vehicles 
overnight, officials said Sunday. 

The end-of-year violence, a repeat of, 
similar incidents in previous years, 
broke out after a pop music concert 
Saturday. Young vandals torched about; 
20 cars and hurled rocks and other pro- 
jectiles against a bus and a tram in tee' 
working class suburbs of Hautepierre 
and Meinau. There were no injuries or 
arrests, officials said. 

The incidents came during a holiday- 
youth program that included hip-hop, 
techno and Algerian rai concerts. 

Last year 500 cars were burned in 1 
Strasbourg, 100 more than in 1996. 
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Drugs, Sports, Image and G.I. Joe 
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! By Natalie Angier 

. Nnv York Times Service 

N EW YORK — Which classic 
American doll has been a 
staple of childhood for de- 
cades, has won iconic status in 
the culture and possesses a waist so small 
and hemispheric projections so pro- 
nounced that no teal adnl t could approach 
than without the help of potentially dan- 


, Barbie? Well, yes. But Barfxre has a 
male companion in the land of the out- 
landish physique, and it isn't Ken. In- 
stead, we must look to a recent model of 
that old trooper, GX Joe, to see a match 
for Barbie's cartoon anatomy, and to 
tfind a doll that may be as insidious a role 
model for boys as Ms. Triple-D top, 
lSize-2 bottom is for girls. 

) Some researchers worry that Joe and 
other action-hero figures may, in minor 
fashion, help fan the use of muscle- 
building drugs among young athletes, 
even as doctors and sports officials 
struggle to emphasize that such drugs are 
hot only risky, illegal and unsporting, 
but in many cases worthless in enhan- 
cing performance. 

. Harrison Pope Jr., a psychiatrist at 
McLean Hospital in Belmont Mas- 
sachusetts, has studied how the mor- 
phology of GX Joe has evolved since the 
doll was introduced in 1964. Just as 
jBarfaie has become gradually thinner 
pad bustier. Dr. Pope said, so each new 
vintage of G.L Joe has been more mus- 
cular and sharply defined, or “cut * ’ than 
die model before. 

i The most extraordinary GX Joe on the 
market “GX Joe Extreme,” wears a red 
bandanna and an expression of rage. His 
biceps bulge so muni that they are huger 
‘around than bis waist and, if ratcheted up 
to human size, they would be larger than 
even the arms of the grotesquely muscular 
plympians of today, Dr. Pope said. 

> Hasbro Industries, maker of the GX 


Joe dolls, disagrees with Dr. Pope’s con- 
tention th at the body type of the standard 

Joe doll has changed much over the years. 

Die company adds that it has stopped 
manufacturing the “Extreme” model, al- 
though a recent expedition showed that 
the doll was still available in toy stores. 

GX Joe is the only action figure that 
has been around long enough for Dr. 
Pope to be able to make comparisons 
between old and new models. But he 
said that a survey of other popular action 
figures — Power Rangers, Ba tm a n and 
Cyberfbrce Stryker — showed die same 
excessive muscularity. 

Dr. Pope said die dolls might be plant- 
ing in boys' minds a template for a he- 
man's body that cannot be attained witb- 
oot En gag in g in obsessive behaviors to 
build muscle and strip off fat, and then 
augmenting those efforts with drugs like 
h uman growth hormone and anabolic 
steroids, synthetic versions of the mate 
hormone, testosterone. His study of the 
evolution of action dolls will be pub- 
lished early next year in The Interna- 
tional Journal of F a *i n g Disorders. 

“Prior to I960, and the introduction 
of anabolic steroids, even the most ded- 
icated bodybuilders couldn’t get larger 
than a certain maximum size,’ 1 Dr. Pope 
said. “Steroids made it possible for men 
to look as big as supermen, and now we 
see that standard reflected in our toys for 
die very young." 

Given the ubiquitous images of mus- 
cularity, as well as the mounting de- 
mands on young athletes to sprint raster, 
vault higher, lift heavier ana otherwise 
impress cadres of easily disgruntled 
sports fans, experts say it is not sur- 
prising that the use of muscle-enhancing 
drugs has reached pandemic proportions, 
even among barely pubescent boys. 

About 18 percent of high-school ath- 
letes in the United States are thought to 
use anabolic steroids, about twice the 
figure of 10 years ago, according to 
some estimates. Although performance- 


pqhanrang drugs are generally banned 
by ath )«*fc organizations, it is considered 
laughably easy to cheat and escape de- 
tection m drug screens. In addition, 
health food stores now offer a variety of 
“nutritional supplements” reputed to 
have anabolic properties. 

The supplements include creatine, 
DHEA, beta agonists and andiostene- 
dione. a precursor of testosterone made 
famous by the baseball slugger Marie 
McGwire. Such supplements are not 
strictly regulated, like drugs, their side 
effects are uncharted and their effec- 
tiveness is unproved. 

Doctors have long emphasized the 
dangers of muscle-building drugs. The 
use of anabolic steroids lowers die levels 
of protective high-density lipoproteins, 
suppresses sperm production and raises 
die risk of heart attacks, strokes and liver 
disease. The chronic use of human 
growth hormone in ultra-high doses has 
its own hazards, among them an in- 
creased risk of arthritic-type disorders, 
diabetes and some cancers. 






ts : ..r- 
$•:- 


- 


M ANY researchers say the 
paradoxical element in the 
seemingly unstoppable epi- 
demic of using such drugs, 
is that most of them do not work nearly 
as well as billed. Human growth hor- 
mone may increase muscle mass, but 
bigger does not necessarily mean 
stronger, said Shalender B has in, chief of 
the division of endocrinology metabol- 
ism and molecular medicine at Charles 
Drew University in Los Angeles. 

The extra muscle bulk that comes 
from steroid use may drag an athlete 
down without compensating fin: the ad- 
ded weight through better performance. 
For any event that requires moving 
against friction or gravity. Dr. Bhasin 
said, including sprinting, pole-vaulting 
or swimming, and for endurance ac- 
tivities Htfft marathon r unning , taking 
testosterone may be counterproductive. 
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A Promising Cancer Treatment 


By Nicholas Wade 

New York Times Service 


N EW YORK — A novel form 
of cancer treatment has 
neared the end of its pre- 
liminary trials with prom- 
ising results at the same time that new' 
research has cast doubt on its original 
rationale. 

The doubts, not yet resolved, may 
mean that the treatment is less harmless 
to normal cells than previously had 
been thought But itis also possible (hat 
the treatment may be applicable to a 
much wider range of cancers than pre- 
viously believed. 

Die agent of treatment is a genetically 
altered adenovirus, one of the viruses 
that cause the common cold. Called 
Onyx-015 by its developer. Onyx Phar- 
maceuticals of Richmond, California, 
die virus is injected directly into tumors. 
Enormous doses can be used without 
apparent harm to the patient because the 
vnus is designed to kill certain types of 
tumor cells but not healthy cells. 

The treatment is based on recent 
insights into the basic genetics of tumor 
cells, and in particular the protective 
genes that are subverted when a cell 
becomes cancerous. The virus is de- 
signed for specific attacks on the many 
types of tumor cells that have knocked 
out a critical gene called p53. 

Onyx-015 is being tested in patients 
with several types of cancer, but the 
trials with head and neck cancers are 
furthest along. Onyx Pharmaceuticals 
reported last month that in 16 out of 26 
patients with head and neck cancer, or 
62 percent, the tumors had shrunk by 
more than half , and that in six of those 
patients the tumors had entirely dis- 
appeared. 

In all cases, the patients received a 
standard chemotherapeutic drug as 
well as the virus, because earlier tests 
had shown that the two agents in com- 
bination were more effective than 
either alone. 

The results are impressive because 
the patients were at an advanced stage, 
all of them having failed to benefit 
from conventional treatments. But be- 
cause the test is a Phase 2 trial de- 
signed to explore the most effective 


dose with Only a small num ber of p a- 
tients, the results cam&f fie regardeaas - 
conclusive. The company now hopes, 
with Food and Drug Administration 
approval to move to a Phase 3 trial 
with enough patients to arrive at a 
statistically significant outcome. 

Dr. James Arseneau, a doctor at die 
Albany Medical Center in New York, 
is one of those testing the virus. Of the 
eight patients with head and neck can- 
cel he ha treated so far, “three have had 
really superb results," he said. 

“With one guy, foe tumor all went 
away," he said, “hi another, there's 
just an area of thickness but foe initial 
mass has gone. Die others had more 
minonesponses. But given the situation 
these people are in, with for advanced 
disease, I think it is really remarkable 
they have done as well as they have.” 

Meanwhile, on another track, sev- 
eral researchers experimenting with foe 
Onyx-015 vims in the laboratory say 
they find it behaves rather differently 
than Onyx had proposed on the basis of 
its own laboratory tests. The question 
of exactly how foe virus works bears 
both on its safety and on the range of 
tumor types it may be able to kill 

Normal cells have an intricate cir- 
cuitry of interacting genes and proteins 
that control their proliferation. The cir- 
cuitry is designedto make snre the cells 
divide when the body requires them to, 
but to halt or even kill foe cell if it 
attempts an unauthorized division that 
might lead to cancer, such as after 
invasion by a virus or damage to the 
chromosomes. 

Division is tightly controlled by a 
system centered on a protein known as 
Rb. Die cell-arrest and cell-suicide pro- 
grams are under the direction of another 
protein, p53. For a cell to become tu- 
morous, it must subvert the division- 
control circuitry. Many tumor cells have 
sabotaged the Rb gene and in about 60 
percent the p53 gene is also mutated. 

Biologists have recently come to 
recognize that viruses, like incipient 
tumor cells, must defeat the division- 
control circuitry and that in the course 
of evolution, several viruses have tar- 
geted foe products of the very same 
genes that are mutated in tumor cells. 

Adenovirus has at least three genes 


CROSSWORD 


for this purpose. Its El A gene makes a 
Substance that disrupts the Rb protein, 
while E1B-55K blocks foe division- 
arrest function of p53, and E1B-19K 
jams p53's cell-suicide program. 

In 1992, Onyx's chief scientific of- 
ficer at the time, Frank McCormick, 
realized that the frequent mutation of 
the p53 gene in tumor cells created a 
critical difference between them and 
the healthy cells that could be exploited 
by a defective form of adenovirus. 

An adenovirus lacking the E1B-55K 
gene that thwarts foe division-arrest 
mechanism of p53 would be Durable to 
replicate in nomml cells, because their 
p53 system would . block tire /division ; 
process. But the defective virus could 
replicate in tumor cells that’ had dis- 
abled their own p53 , and go on to attack 
other tumor cells. 

Onyx-015 is an adenovirus that 
lacks foe E1B-55K an ti-di vision-arrest 
gene. In preclinical studies, the com- 
pany reported that the defective virus 
killed laboratory cultures of p53-de- 
ficient tumor cells but was harmless to 
normal cells. 


Mushroom coral extends feathery potyps to feed, trapping small animals and particles from deep-sea currents. 

Out of the Murky Depths 4 

An Aquarium Harvests the Sea ’s Rarest Beasts 

r> v efrne • Dwratrentea^weafoCT conditions of overa*^ a video program t^ i&cotds the 

’ . the bay axe unpredictable and sometimes excursion, noting foe depth and location 

violent, making it difficult for the- sci- where animals are encotmteredLTIresnb- 

M ONTEREY, California — enlists to go collecting. Die highly so- merrible covers an area about t he size o f 
Miles beneath foe turbulent phisticated machinery used to gather foe a football field, meticulously searching 
waters of Monterey Bay, re- creatures sometimes malfunctions, cans- for the predatory trunc ate s. ■ ‘ t /.& 

search biologists, equipped inn delays. And sometimes by accident, “Oh where, oh where has my tunicate. 


X T JL search biologists, equipped 
with a giant robot submersible, ad- 
vanced sensory equipment and stomachs 


almost of steel, are collecting some of places in foe canyon. Moreover, many 


the rarest sea creatures known to man. deep-sea creator* 
If foe biologists of the Monterey Bay treme conditions 
Aquarium manage to keep these bizarre is tremendous w 


perish outside the ex- 
toe deep; where there 


Aquarium manage to keep these bizarre is tremendous water pressure, icy tem- 
animal s alive after bringing them back pera hires, limited food,' low oxygen and 
from foe abyss, as they say they can, they no sunlight Changes in press u re, oxygen 
plan a public exhibit of more than 40 contentandwriHtempentt^ 
species early next year — the largest immediate demise of some specter . 
display ever of living deep-sea life. “What we are atte mptin g has .never 

Many of these unusual creatures been done before, so I guess you cahsay? 
have never been seen in an aquarium, we are in uncharted waters," said Etf 
Indeed, just a decade ago they had ward SeideUa nsearchbiologist“But 
hardly been seen by anyone, because we’ve learned so muck in recent ye^ns 
they inhabit foe walls and floors of dark, that we believe we can pull itdfE" 
-.underwater canyons more'toan 3,000 The problem was &rap|gc4l3j$£ OfoS-1 
feet (900 meters) deep. While remotely Irated last month when aquannm ha- . 
operated robots have been used to re- ologists went searching far predatory 
trieve deep-sea animals for several tumcates — a riri of the plamied exhibit, 
years now, few species brought back Extremely rough seas forced them to 
from foe ocean floor survived for long . abandon the expedition after three stom- 


creatures sometimes malfunctions, cans- . foe foe. predatory ftu ric ate ft, • \ m '-& / 

ing delays. And sometimes by ' accident, “Oh where, oh where i has my tinners 

the biologists fatally wound the ammals 'gone?” .foe crew sang in unison. Altar 
white removing them ftomhairi-to-teach nearly an hour of searching, thert wafe 
places in the canyon. Moreover, many no tunicates in sight But there were - 
deep-sea creatures perish outride foie ex- several mushroom soft coral deep-sea 
treme conditions or foe deep; where there v cucumbers and sea stars, which' wefl§. 
is tremendous water pressure, icy tern- collected for the exhibit. 1 

perahires, limited fbod/low oxygen and; Die beautiful mushroom corals are 
no sunlight Changes in press u re, oxygen expected to be bigliifs of the exhibit' 
content and water tempaaturccaures foe ^Rfclated: to anemones and jellyfish. - 
immediate demise of somespectea. . v^ -tqi^pom corals dwell at the ocean 
' “What we are attempting baspeyec, bottom where they extend feathery 
been done before, so I gue^ you cm sayr. p^^fe to feed, trapping small animals' 
we are in uncharted waters,” said Ecfe-y. andr-^Stides. from currents. When the 
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The problem was OfcS-1 btjcAuse foey are «ft» located oh 




B UT in foe last few months 
other researchers have come 
up with contradictory results 
that “question the reliability 
of Onyx ’s original preclinical studies.” 
said Steven Linke, a molecular biol- 
ogist at foe National Cancer Institute. 

“McCormick has an excellent idea 
and I hope it will work,” Mr. Linke 
said. “Butin the new studies, tire Onyx 
virus in some cases is unable to loll 
tumor cells that lack p53 function. Die 
conclusion would have to be that the 
killing mechanism is independent of 
p53, although if the clinical trials are 
successful it may not matter too much 
how the virus works." 

Mr. McCormick, who is now di- 
rector of the cancer center at the Uni- 
versity of California at San Francisco, 
agrees that it is now clear that Onyx- 
015 can replicate in cancer cells with 
an intact p53 gene, "which is not con- 
sistent with the original hypothesis at 
all.” But he believes a new discovery 
about the genetics of tumor cells goes 
far toward explaining the apparently 
contradictory results. 


trieve deep-sea animals for several tumcates — a star of the planned exhibit, c 
years now, few species brought back Extremely rough seas forced them to a 
from foe ocean floor survived for long . abandon the expedition after three stem- p 
outside their natural habitat 
But alter mare than a de- __ 

cade of research and advances / fie V are all fWre , mUStirOOTn 
in husbandly and life-support * / J , 

systems, foe biologists of the corals, preaxUorytumcates, 

Monterey Bay Aquarium say . , v , 

they are confident fori they sea WtUpS, Spider CTOOS, fUetcdl 

can maintain a vanely of deep- ? , 

sea life long enough for public cat sharks, ratfish, feather 

exhibit Among the strange • ? i 

creatures they plan to display stOTS and CelpOlltS . 

in the aquarium’s new deep •* ■. ■ 


and because even the sfigMest .abrasions 
can kill them. Maneuvering the robotr 
anm can be especially tricky because foe 
pilot has only a two-dnnenaonal view 
; • bat m a/ 

dhramjadnahcfl vii oateJEUL 
After nea2y v bwo hours <a.- 
comlAig ifee^ocean 
the researchets hit pay dirn 
- ... Perched on a canyon wall and 

I resembling a rubbery blot| v 

was-, a predatory tumcriei 
. They me ofparticular interest 

. • because they capture prey by 
dosing then oral hobd, trap! 
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sea exhibit, scheduled to open 
in March, are mushroom corals, pred- 
atory tunicates, sea whips, spider crabs, 
fiJetail cat sharks, ratfish, feather stars 


ach-c homing hours. That day the aquar- 
ium research boat Point Lobos left dock 
at 4:30. A_ML for a location off foe bay 


and eelpouts. Many biologists have never where foe corals and tunicates are known 


seen many of these species alive. 

“Most people have seen television 
shows and discovery shows about sea 
life but those programs deal mainly with 
what’s in the first 150 feet of ocean,” 
said Gil van Dykhuizen, a research bi- 
ologist at the aquarium. “We have cap- 


• Venus fly trap. 

To gather foenv the pilot uses i 
robot’s clamshefl^ra^breakiigthes 
strate, with foe a nima l attached, oft i 
canyon walL Tunicates that me ft 


to thrive. But the winds were so high and from their substrate, or thal have ftin 
the water so choppy fori the crew dared outer layer torn or scraped, have iit&f 
not place the submersible robot in the chance for survivaL 
water for fear of losing it Die tunicates and other deep-sea ^ 

The following day, the biologists imals are storedin an ipsalate d drmrcrin 
headed for an unexplored area closer to . foe underside of foe robot toprotect them 
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shore, where the crew lowered foe giant 


lured creatures from thousands of feet remote-controlled submersible into rel- 
deep — creatures so unusual looking that atively calm waters. The robot is 
they appear alien, and we have learned to equipped with sonars, video cameras, 
keep them alive. Most people will never flood lights, sensors, sam pling tools and 


ffombeing contaminatedbysnrfac 
ter, which may be up to 10 <k 
Centigrade warmer than tfee deesy: 




flood lights, sensors, sampling tools and 
see anything like this in their lifetime.” collecting devices. 

Beneath the picturesque bay is an un- On color television screens in the con- 

derwater canyon more than two miles trol room aboard ship, the scientists 
(3.2 kilometers) deep with steep rocky monitored the descent of the robot to the 
precipices. The deep-sea exhibit, which bottom of the canyon. At first, only a 
will contain 7,000 square feet (650 square constant rain of dead plankton and an- 
metere) of displays, will focus on three of imaJ wastes, known as “marine snow," 
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Y THE END "Of foe day, the 
biologists had collected four, 
predatory tunicates, five mush- 
room corals, three deep-seheu- 


monitored the descent of the robot to the cumbers, one pom pom anemcme and 
bottom of the canyon. At first, only a one basket star. But collecting thtbse na- 
constant ram of dead plankton and an- imals was only half, the battle- Ducl 


the habitats found in the Monterey Bay's is visible on the screens. But after div ing 
canyon: the midwater, vertical canyon for 30 minutes, the submersible reached 
wall and sea-floor habitats. The aquarium the ocean floor, a vast expanse ofmuddv 
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wall and sea-floor habitats. The aquarium 

has spent more than $5 million over a ridges and cliffs, garnished with colorful more than six to eiSmoniS 1 ^^ 
decade to assemble foe exhibit. animals and plants. ptwidingthetani^K v^alo^ 

But gathering and sustaining these The search was wider way. In foe amronment similar to that fowhS 
delicate species is no easy task and con- control room, the robot is oporied by normally Kve, the hioloffisK 
tinues to pose considerable technolo- four researchers, sitting at wrakstatious. them alive for more 
gical and logistical challenges. The sue- with television screens. A pilot navigates The biologists said 

cess of the exhibit will depend on many the submersible, while a second maneu- collected abOTt7StSS^Sffc^ J 


imai wastes. Known as mannesnow, creatures mnst be sristafoed in a hOstfll 
is visible on the screens. But after diving environment above wrier . - * 

for 30 minutts. the suhmeraible reached Intbcpast, fecbkilogBtscottldiEwdK 


more than six to eight months. Bm after 
providing the tunicarcs withalow-oxygen 


factors beyond foe biologists’ control. 
There is plenty of room for things to go 


The. biologists, said that they toe., 
collected about 70 Derccrit of 


There is plenty of room for things to go mens. One btologirt operates foe cameras 
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By Holcomb B. Noble 

Nrw York Tuna Service 

N ew York — a 

variety of new 
procedures and 
products have be- 
come available for whiten- 
ing teeth, many of then sold 
over the counter in jAarma- 
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in the home. But a contro- 
versy swirls around their 
safety and effectiveness, 
particularly foe over-the- 
counter home products. 

Manufacturers insist that 
foe products are safe and ef- 
fective. 

Whitening solutions with 


By the early 1990s new the matter remains and 
products were introduced vestigation. . 
fori were easier to apply, and The geiteraiiy aco 
foe process began to be used method of w fajfr-mng apne 
more often. in the dentist's of&e with 

In 1991, fob Food land prepared bleach-and-gel 
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L ByDonald G. McNeil Jr, 

. J ' , ■ Mnv York Times Service 

•SyqttANNESBURa — Out of 
g hfc depths of the AIDS epidemic 
^miepsag' Africa, an Ugjy truth is 
jejocrgfeg: Some condom makers 
Steve been dumping their substand- 
ard wires here and Africans, have 
Jfoen -risking their lives on brittle^ 
Heafcy or ill-nttnig condoms 

f .Tbe proWem has been particu- 
Mny had here in South, Africa, 
Swhoe, until last August,- govern- 
jment: officials were using a 'pro-, 
curarbeot Systran- that almost -in- 
Jrcted manufacturers to ship their 
jastdfGsterc. 

f There- is. no question that a 
Intercity of condoms andfte refusal 
JLf many men to use diem are to 
3 >Iaroe far far more of Africa’s 23 
trillion HIV infections than faulty 
■condoms are. And experts say that 
frost condoms are perfectly good 
hud that die influx of bad ones may 
finally have been stenmcteLButthe 


deviousness or sloppiness of some 
manufecturers and the failure of in- 
spectors to catch them have con- 
tributed to the disease's spread. 

As aresnlt, couples who do prac-^ 
tice safe sex have been left help- 
less. 

Elizabeth Qtidonza, an AIDS- 
education worker in Cape Town, 
said she has twice had condoms 
break daring sex. Her boyfriend is 
not infected with the AIDS virus, 
but she is. She is both afraid of 
infectin g him and afraid he would 
beat her if she did. 

In fee West, condoms are not 
necessarily thought of as life-sav- 
ing medical devices. Here, 
however, infection with die human 
immunodeficiency Aims; which 
causes AIDS, is rampant, and vir- 
tually everyone infected will die of 
it because almost no one in Africa 
can afford thousands of dollars for 
AIDS “cocktails” that enable 
people to live wife fee disease. Con- 
doms also prevent the spread of 


' The Associated Press 

LUANDA, Angola : — The 
United Nations called for a 48-hour 
cease-fire between the Angolan 
government aiid UNITA rebels Sun- 
day to allow an investigation team to 
reach, the site of a UN aircraft that 
crashed with 14 people on board this 
weekend ' . ’ 

The C-130 aircraft went down in 
van area 500 kilometers (310 miles) 
southeast of the capital, Luanda, 
where government forces have been 
fighting rebels of the National Un- 
ion fra* the Total Independence of 
Angola, dr UNIT A, for nearly a 
month. It was not known if there 
were any survivors. 

Tte UN secretary-general, Kofi 


venereal diseases and urinaiy tract 
infections, which cai produce sores 
that speed HFV transmission. 

Hundreds of millions of con- 
doms are handed out free on this 
continent each year, paid for — and 
tested — by international aid agen- 
cies. 

Even now, though, more than 4 
million Kenzo brand condoms from 
Polo Latex Co. of Calcutta are on 
their way back to India. They were 
not tested before distribution, and 
complaints from Cape Town pros- 
titutes flooded in to SWEAT, the 
Sex Workers Education and Ad- 
vocacy Task Force, a community 
aid agency, which had handed thou- 
sands mu free. 

When they were checked, the re- 
sults were shocking: As many as 48 
out of 200 in some test batches 
broke. 

“Some of than had sand inside 
the foil packets,” said Andrew 
Crichton, a national Health Depart- 
ment consultant “How do you 


Arman, appealed to the Angolan 
government and UNITA to enable 
members of fee UN Observer Mis- 
sion to go to the site of the crash. In 
Lnanrfa. a UN spokesman. Hama- 
doun Tcnire, said/ there had been no 
reply from either side. 

The : passengers on fee plane in- 
cluded three Angolans, two Rus- 
sians, an- Australian, an Egyptian, a 
r^mrgmrtnian, a Zambian and a 
Namibian. . 

Eight of the passengers were 
members of the UN Observer Mis- 
sion in Angola and two were em- 
ployed by a private communications 
company, Dmacom, operating with 
the UN, Mr. Toure stud. The plane, 
owned by TransAftic and chartered 


by fee United Nations, was headed 
for Saurimo, in the province of 
Lnnda Sul, about 625 kilometers 
east of Huambo, he said. 

Mr. Toons said there was no im- 
mediate information on fee cause of 
the crash Saturday. He cited gov- 
ernment sources in Huambo as say- 
ing they had seen a plane go down in 
flames shortly after takeoff from 
Huambo, and that it had crashed 40 
kilometers away, in VSh Nova. 

The World Food Program sus- 
pended food delivery flights 
throughout Angola until Wednes- 
day, pending more information on 
tire crash, according to Brenda Bar- 
ton, a spokeswoman for the orga- 
nization in Nairobi. 


even do that? You practically have 
to have a guy inside fee factory 
throwing dirt into the machine. The 
cartons had water marks and were 
disintegrating. They looked like 
they’d been around the world 
twice.” 

Thiru Moopen, assistant director 
of Inbeco, a Pretoria company that 
imported the condoms, said her 
“fingers were burnt” in the deaL 
Polo Latex “claimed its factory was 
sabotaged,” she said, bat it agreed 
to replace the goods. 

A consignment of Twin Lotus 
condoms from China is also being 
recalled, and there have been prob- 
lems with other brands. 

There has been no worldwide 
study of fealty condoms, said 
Bunxoi Makinwa, a distribution ex- 
pert for UN AIDS jo Geneva, but 
anecdotal reports crop up. There 
have been occasional problems in 
Zimbabwe, Cameroon, Rwanda, 
Zambia and Malawi. In 1993, in 
Zimbabwe, 24 million condoms 
made in Malaysia by Doogkuk 
Techo Rubber and paid far by fee 
British government failed tests. 
Fortunately, the results came in be- 
fore any were distributed, but fear- 
ing they would be stolen add end up 
on fee black market, Zimbabwe 
burned them. 

In a country where 25 percent of 
adahs are now infected, it took 18 
months and $157,000 to replace 
than, even though Durex, a London- 
based company making a high-qual- 
ity, slightly more expensive brand, 
sent “emergency shipments." 

Doogkuk later said its goods 
were rejected only because fee stan- 
dards were raised after they were 
made. A British Embassy AIDS 
educator denied feat, calling it “an 
excuse,” but acknowledged that 
Dongkuk now sells condoms else- 
where without problems. 

The incident was so embarrassing 
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— British aid officials were “nearly 
coon-manialed” by Parliament, 
one expert joked — that the British 
aid agencies adopted far stricter test- 
ing rales, which are now used in the 
many English-speaking countries 
for which they bay condoms. 

Condoms are made all over fee 
world, hot most factories are in In- 
dia, Malaysia, Thailand and China, 
where latex rubber and cheap labor 
are available. 

Dennis Blairroan, a British con- 
dom-quality consultant, has toured 
dozens of factories. “The industry 
isajtmgle/’besaid. “Some makers 
have very science-based companies 
with excellent laboratories, and oth- 
ers are awful, staggering along wife 
broken-down machinery. 

“Latex goes in one end, some- 
thing comes out at fee other, and fee 
buyer doesn’t know the differ- 
ence.” 

As a result, he said, “I don’t 
think there’s a plot to dump sub- 
standard goods on Africa, but I’m 
sure there are individuals planning 
to dump their bad merchandise any- 
where they can get away wife it” 

Paradoxically, South Africa be- 
came a dumping ground because it 
was rich enough to buy its own 
condoms. Its procurement officers 
used an ineffective test regimen: 
Inspectors would visit a factory 
once a year, test samples chosen by 
fee factory an d give it fee South 
African Bureau of Standards seal. 


briefly 


Rebels Threaten Freetown 

FREETOWN. Sierra Leone — Rejecting a^^ ^ 
peace talks and threatening to rain artillery shells down on 
fee capital of Sierra Leone, a rebel commander sai 
Sunday fear bis troops would soon begin a major attack on 
Freetown. . „ . , 

* ‘When we start shelling fee city, we won't stop, sard 
fee rebel commander, Sam Bockarie. “It’s too late for 
talking and listening.” 

Mr. Bockarie's Revolutionary United Front has staged 
a series of assaults in recent days, reportedly moving fee 
rebel force within striking distance of Freetown. 

Fearing attack, angry residents of the capital surged 
through fee streets over the weekend and burned alive at 
least two men accused of being rebel spies. 

Mr. Bockarie claimed his forces had killed at least 100 
Nigerian troops — members of a West African coalition 
force in Sierra Leone that ousted a military junta from 
power in February. (AP) 

Saudi Denies Plot on Bin Laden 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates — Saudi Arabia on 
Sonday denied involvement in a failed plot to kill the 
exiled dissident Osama bin Laden, accused by fee United 
States of masterminding attacks against two of its em- 
bassies in Africa in August. 

The official Saudi Press Agency quoted a Saudi source 
as saying feat remarks attributed by a Pakistani daily to 
Mr. bin Laden about fee involvement of Saudi Arabia in 
the assassination attempt were “lies.” 

On Saturday. Mr. bin Laden said in an interview that fee 
Taleban militia had foiled fee assassination attempt and 
arrested three men. The men were being held in prison in 
the Afghan city of Kandahar, he said. {Reuters) 

Prison Siege Ends in Mexico 

MEXICO CITY — Two Mexican prisoners released 
fee remaining 14 hostages they had held for more than 20 
hours and surrendered, officials said. 

The siege at fee Reclusorio Sur prison ended peacefully 
just after noon Saturday, said Jaime Alvarez Ramos, the 
city’s director of prisons. According to officials, four 
inmates hoping to escape started a riot Friday while fee 
prison was oiled wife Christmas visitors. When fee escape 
was foiled, they took 19 hostages in fee infirmary. 

Four hostages were released Saturday morning and a 
fifth escaped, according to fee prison system. (AF) 
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Just go bnfinc m and click on Resume Connection, 

where we make sure an employer's needs and yours match seamlessly. 

We help you build a better resume and get it into the right 
hands; at your discretion, providing you with the most effective, 
sophisticated and secure way to pursue your career. 

Powered by leading newspapers and top employers, 
caveerPath.com brings you the largest number 
of the most current job opportunities available. 
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Where employers and employees dick. 
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Mergers and Acquisitions coverage 


Tfo U met with the lawyers- The investment bankers. The auditors. You did your uomewora. 
Everything was legal and aboveboard. And a deal of enormous importanoe and even greater 
worth was completed - But somehow, something went wrong. Liabilities umre misjudged. And 

the ones ihat were recognized viere grossly underestimated. Now it's the third quarter and you’re 

about to report a substantial write-off. 

This m tbe real world companies live in.When things go wrong, they go wrong on a large 

heals. And if your company is not properly covered, the world becomes an ugly plane. 

„..W.» n„ H™„g things others can't. By taking what you know about 


homework. 


scale. And if your company is 


How canAIG help? By doing things oth< 
“insurance” and turning that notion on its head 


Who insures 
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Mergers and fiminticms coverage. Few scenarios demand the sjwed and 
3 : « Wfce toin*hg that an M&A deal does. And that is precisely what we pride ourselves on. 
At Aid, wo know that in any deal there is elways a surprise, mid It is never a good one. 

'wore .'than merely providing inmiranoe, the AIG Companies plan tor problems others 

don-tsao. create coverages o^ers «*. manage risks others shy away from. We have the 

I l^l^ you faoecso whether a deal ie known or «dy being contemplated, the AIG Companies 
are pmpamd to help minimize erne ting and potential future liabilities to make deais happmi. 

wo-vo built oor reputation on fulfilling promises. Which is why weVe grown in 80 years 
to become one of the world's leading insurance organizattons. And because our station m 

-Hi • u^^*-***^^ 


. i -will be there for you. 

f - : -H ' No matter what the risk, no -hr where die risk, the AIG Companies possess the 

. experience and sophistication to ouatomtailor a pohey .hat protects you toom the nneapeotod. 
&M : . . cku yburbrdker or email ns at gregflood®»igcom to find out more about our Mergers 


and 


division. 


What’s the worst that could happen 


? That’s what we think about every day. 






WARI I) LEADERS IN INSURANCE AND FINANCIAL SERVICES 
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g r0UPi ipc. issuance ot coverage is subject K> undawriling. Please refer to the actual policy for a complete description of scope and limitations of coverage. 
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rt.The plan brings to mare than 200 
%ltionyen the amount Tokyo will have 
spent tryingto revive growth since (he 
early 1990s. 

■ “The bnntf of toe bobble economy 
with &arp depreciation of asset values 
would lave delivered a considerable 
Mow to the Japanese economy,” the 
report said, “even if the banking sector 
began disposing of fliear bad loans much 


But reluctance on the part of die pub- 
lic and private sectors to admit failure 
has left the economy unable to paD out 
y- of recession, the report said. 

. 'J Delays in taking decisive counter- 
measures can be attributed to an op- 
. ; \ timism that asset inflation, a natural 
panacea for past economic problems, 
would eventually work, tibci report said. 

BMcshavealsobemstowincUs- 
posing of their bad loans, it added.. 
t The report said the burst of toe bubble 
-• had led toa confoined capital loss of 840 
trillion yen to Japanese businesses and . 
~ ' r households between 1990 and 1996, 

■ ■ ’ * . The sum is about 1.7 times Japan’s 

... 4^ fflossdmneslic product inl996. . 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 28, 1998 


. -The' grtv fTjimf^t ac- 


. WiKAaliotJy topoll toe 

TOws^put.'of a recession Rtemming 
. fn^ftefrbistof fee ‘ l«sbbleoc»n<)my ’ * 
dfcvcstmaitbbotn m&ejate 1980a. 
■^•Itfeiledto fully aitocipaie foe adverse 
effects .titalta of .bad loans 


apd-report ■ * ./' 
t TbegovrftHnembasinste^ '‘tried to 
Refloat the economy under the lead of 
measurcs ta stntrulate demand, a pre- 
scription yafid for usual business 
slump,” said ibe annualreview of the 
Japanese economy . - 

iTfldget^^^ftd^and banning 
sentiment. the report said: 

: In Nbvember, tbe government an- 
nounced its biggest-ever stimulus pack- 
age, -pledging to -spend mote than 23 . 
mllicm yen ($198 biflioa) andpromising 
that the world's second-largest eccm- 









The AH Star Cafe in Tunes Square in New York has been offered for sale by its parent. Planet Hollywood. 

Theme Restaurants Fall Out of Fashion 


By Charles V. Bagli 

■ ' New York Times Service 

NEW YORK — Next month. Tele- 
vision City and the Fashion Cafe, two 
theme restaurants at Rockefeller Center 
whose ' . owners once dreamed of 
branches in major cities around the 
world, will close. - 
. .. Nearby, work stopped nearly a year 
ago on David Coppemeld’s Magic Un- 
derground, a theme restaurant that was 
supposed to combine magic, merchan- 
dise and good food. The owners have 
spent nearly $30 million, but it may 
never open./ 

The Official All Star Cafe in Times 
Square has quietly been offered for sale, 
along with the nine other cafes in the 
chain. And several troubled restaurants 
in its /parent chain. Planet Hollywood, 
are on toe block. 

Theme restaurants, which exploded 
across the urban skyline three or four 
years ago with promises of untokl profits 
from a slickly packaged blend of earing, 
shopping and entertainment, are col- 


lapsing. Even former Wall Street favor- 
ites such as Hard Rock Cafe, Planet Hol- 
lywood and Rainforest Cafe have seen 
sales tumble as diners go elsewhere. 

Industry analysts and restaurant con- 
sultants cite various reasons. 

Though toe restaurants’ themes rang- 
ed from movie or television memories 
to spots stars, supermodels and tropical 
rain forests, tbe food was often dis- 
missed as terrible. 

The elaborate decor — rock-and-roll 
collectibles, racing cars, jungle habitats 
— was impressive bat distracting, and 
the novelty soon wore thin. Rapid ex- 
pansion into smaller cities such as In- 

rtianap^ Hg imr tffnmitfhprar.h^nf ftagshtp 

restaurants in London and New York. 
Landlords who once welcomed theme 
restaurants have turned their backs. 

“The life cycle of theme restaurants 
has been a lot shorter than anyone ex- 
pected,” said Ron Paul, president of 
Technomic Inc., a restaurant consulting 
firm based in Chicago. “Even in New 
York, where there’s a huge tourist pop- 
ulation, the novelty’s gone.” 
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Germany Makes Plea 
For EU Tax Harmony 

Lafontaine Links Issue to Budget Contributions 


The trend is not confined to Neu- 
Yoric: The Fashion Cafe in London went 
into receivership in October, Planet Hol- 
lywood closed Us movie-theme restau- 
rants in Aspen, Colorado, and in Jakarta 
and scratched plans to open an All Star 
Cafe in Chicago; Mr. Copperfield‘< Ma- 
gic Underground scrapped plans to open 
restaurants in Chicago and Las Vegas, 
though it still hopes to open one in 
Orlando, Florida. Many others never got 
beyond the first press release. 

Restaurant analysts and real-estate 
executives say tbe concept is not nec- 
essarily dead. They expect Hard Rock, 
the largest and oldest theme chain, do 
survive and even prosper, because it has 
done toe best job of focusing on food and 
decor. Planet Hollywood is working on a 
plan to reorganize as a leaner company, 
jettison All Star Cafe and pull out of its 
taflspin. And newcomers such as ESPN 
Zone and Wrestlemania Cafe, with their 
tie-ins to television, may catch on. 

But the carnage has been enormous in 

See THEME, Page 13 


By Barry James 

Inirmaho/ul Herald Tribune 

PARIS — Finance Minister Oskar 
Lafontaine of Germany appealed to fel- 
low members of the European Union on 
Sunday to rid the EU of what he called 
unfair tax loopholes and emphasized 
that creating a system of “fair taxes” 
would be a priority when Germany took 
over the rotating presidency of the Un- 
ion at toe start of toe new year. 

Linking the tax question to Germany ’s 
position as the biggest net creditor in the 
EU, Mr. Lafontaine told the newspaper 
Well am Sonmag: “One thing is clear. 
There is no way that Europe can expea 
Germany to pay the highest net con- 
tribution while at the same time it does 
nothing against unfair tax competition.” 

The minister's words were directed 
primarily against Luxembourg, whose 
secretive banking system is a haven for 
German investors. The European Com- 
mission. the EU’s executive body, pro- 
posed more than a year ago that either 
bank deposits held by nonresidents in 
any EU country should be taxed at a 
uniform rate or interest from toe in- 
vestments should be reported to the 
home governments of the investors. 

Britain also has opposed toe propos- 
al, which has been actively championed 
by the Austrian government during its 
current six-month term in the EU pres- 
idency. The British fear that taxing or 
reporting such investments would drive 
business away from toe Eurobond mar- 
ket in London. 

Officials say toe need for such har- 
monizing measures has become a press- 
ing issue with toe advent of the Euro- 
pean single currency, the euro, which 
will be introduced for noncash trans- 
actions Friday. 

The officials said the euro would 
have toe effect of bringing the economic 
indicator of the 11 nations adopting the 
currency closer together and that this 
convergence would inevitably bring 
with it cooperation on fiscal matters. 

Last week, the commission issued a 
proposal for toe harmonization of toe 
standard rate of value-added tax at 
levels between 15 percent and 25 per- 
cent to prevent distortions in tbe Euro- 
pean single market as more and more 
shoppers bought goods in countries oth- 


er than their own. But a commission 
spokesman denied that there was any 
intention of touching special tax breaks 
obtained by individual nations, such as 
the exemption from value-added tax in 
Britain for items such as children’s 
clothes, books and newspapers. 

Nonetheless, mass-circulation news- 
papers in Britain that oppose the single 
currency have also come out against 
what they term plans to impose uniform 
taxes across toe EU andhave singled oar 
Mr. Lafontaine as a particular villain. 
The tabloid newspaper The Sun de- 
scribed him — in German — as “the 
most dangerous man in Europe. ” 

In fact, although Britain does not like 
the idea of a uniform tax on savings, it 
has cooperated folly in harmonizing the 
value-added tax, and a senior British 
Treasury official. Dawn Primarolo, is 
toe head of a committee looking into toe 
identification and elimination of dis- 
criminatory tax loopholes. 

Mr. Lafontaine made it clear that he 
was not linking toe tax issue to the 
question of German payments into toe 
EU budget in anything more than a 
moral sense. “We are not demanding 
any conditions,” he said. “We are hop- 
ing for fair cooperation.” 

Germany has been given toe task of 
completing a complex series of nego- 
tiations called Agenda 2000 at a special 
summit conference in Brussels in 
March. The agenda has .toe threefold 
task of creating the conditions for mem- 
bership of countries in Eastern and Cen- 
tral Europe plus Cyprus, of reducing or 
redistributing tbe cost of agricultural 
and structural support in tbe EU, and of 
drawing np a budget for the EU cov- 
ering the years 2000-2006. 

Germany wants to end die situation 
under which it pays more into tbe EU 
than it gets back in toe form of farm and 
structural support This year, the im- 
balance is expected to total 22 billion 
Deutsche marks ($13.58 billion). 

Germany, in cooperation with toe 
Netherlands, another net contributor, 
has put forward a proposal that would 
reduce its net payments next year to 
about 5.7 billion euros ($6.68 billion) 
from a projected 10 billion euros. This 
would entail a reduction in net receipts 
for Spain to about 5.7 billion euros from 
8 billion euros. 



On-Line Homesteading Bridges Distance 


y By Leslie Walker _ 

* Washington Post Service . 

WASHINGTON 
\ / - — . Jack Kob- 

w^V nen8 

f, ▼ ▼ - gathered in its 
yery own “Kohnea Kraner” 
in c^rbeanqpacoreceady after a 
^TOkeah^senthimtoanurs- 
ing homem Colorado- Across 
jfie United States, dozens of 
flgis children and grandchildren 
signed onto tbeir private area 
tif toe Yahoo] site to schedule 
a*re lay of visits pul west 
T Nobody wanted Urn to be 
ajows, especially at Christinas, 
f* ‘Teople are trying to be 
there f<pr Grandpa. This was 


• : said Lucy Kohnen, 29, a San 
•' Francisco woman who cre- 
ated her family's forum in re- 
. Jpome to an electronic mail 
ntessagefrom Yahoo! Inc. of- 
. feting toe itervice. 

{ £ TOeKohnensareamioiigteas 
/;■ df thousands of families, hob- 
.■ ■‘•byist&iditoB. cOTC groeps and 


- advantage of dynamic new 
.-fSgroup pubhahmg” software 
; toat lag Web ate operators are 
” developing as a in the 


...-Taking vanity publishing 
to a new level on-line, toe 
ibftware lets people cream 
- private virtual worlds — in- 


teractive forums where 
friends and family can chat, 
poet messages, and share cal- 
endars and address bodes. 
Some even let users create 
personal photo albums and 
conduct instant polls. Aft of 
these services are free. 

Commercial “homestead- 
ing” sites have long offered 
free borne pages and sold ads 
on them. But lately the drive 
for profit and domination of the 
Web is making toe seif-pub- 
lishing business more compet- 
itive and creative. — with con- 
Burners as the beneficiaries. 

Big portal sites chi the Web, 
such as Yahoo!, are offering 
free personal “clubs” to con- 
sumers because they know if 
they don ’t, someone else will. 
They are fighting for toe right 
to be the host of your virtual 
world, even though you might 
not think you want one. It's 
year Joyafiy they’re angling, 
for, figuring that if you set up 
shop on tbeir computers, 
you ’Q use other services such 
as search and -stock quotes, 
loot at the ads they post, and 
bring fo friends. 

Until .recently, many big 
businesses operating on toe 
Web, metoaing traditional 
media companies, were wary 


of self-pul 
would yiel 
were afra 


ting, unsure it 
ofits. They also 
they couldn’t 
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manage user-generated pages 
in tbe orderly manner that ad- 
vertisers demand. But that 
perception is changing. 

Three companies offering 
personal pages — GeoGties, 
Xocm.com Inc. and Tbe- 
globe.com Inc. — bad success- 
ful public stock sales this year. 
Two others — Tripod.com and 
Angdfire.com — were 


None is profitable yet, but 
investors don’t care. That will 
come later, they believe. What 
matters to them is that the 10 
fastest-growing sites for 
much of this year were ones 
•where users create content. 

In August, eager not to miss 
out on something big. Excite 
and Yahoo! began offering 
group-publishing tools toat 
allow more interactivity than 
toe static pages offered by 
GeoCrties. Koz Inc. launched 
similar technology in August 
at Familyshodxut.com. 

In just four mouths, with 
little promotion, tens of thou- 
sands of user-created com- 
munities popped up on Ex- 
cite, and more than 40,000 on 
Yahoo! Yahoo! ’$ music cat- 
egory alone has spawned 
more than 5,000 clubs, in- 
cluding one for fens of tbe 
band Hanson that has 10,000 
members who post 1,000 
messages a day. 


Already, the ad inventory in 
Yahoo! ’s “clubs” (each page 
carries a small ad) is sola out 
for all of 1999. Advertisers 
like to target their messages 
fry topic, making special-in- 
terest dub pages a compar- 
atively easy sell — music 
companies, for instance, jump 
at toe chance to pat tbeir ads 
before people in music clubs. 

People can choose to make 
their mmrworids publicly ac- 
cessible, private (closed to any- 
one who doesn’t have toe pass- 
word) or a mixture erf both (they 
see ads either way). Most users 
on Excite and Yahoo! choose to 
make their pages public. 

Tbe tools offered by Excite 
and Yahoo! seem tbe easiest to I 
use. Excite ’s provide more | 
flexibility in design and make , 
publishing of photos a breeze. 1 
Yahool’s look good, but allow I 
little design variety and artwork | 
and no ability to add photos. 

Sites that offer stat ic pages 
aren't standing still. GeoCities 
announced this m ont h that it 
would socn offer its 3 million 
members free syndicated con- 
tent to insert into their home 

^^iSeA^Miated Press. 

E-mail address: 
CyberScape@Un.com 

• Recent technology articles: 
wwwiht.com/IHTfTECH/ 
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GEC Said to Be Talking 
With Thonason-CSF 

Agence Fnmce-Pnesxe 

LONDON — Tbomson-CSF, tbe French defense-elec- 
tronics company, is discussing a merger with the Marconi 
division of General Electric Co. of Britain, a move that 
would preempt talks between GEC and British Aerospace 
PLC or Lockheed Martin Coip., a British newspaper 
reported Sunday. 

The Sunday Tunes said Thomson had won French 
government clearance to press ahead with talks to create 
a Europewide defense^ectronics group. As part of the 
talks, toe paper said, France could reduce its stake in 
Thomson to 10 pe«»nt from 40 percent It already has cut 
its siakft from 58 percent this year. 

Proposals for a deal among DaimterChtysler 
Amospace , BAe and Aerospatiale of France have faltered 
amid disagreements over the role of the French state. 

Anal ysts say that while a full merger of GEC and BAe 
would create a powerful British company and secure 
considerable cost savings, such a strategy couki hurt plans 
for a Eoropewide defease merger. DaimlerCtoysIer 
Aerospace is thought likely to oppose a GEC-BAeal- 
tiance, however, because the Goman canyeBy would ^ then 
see Us stake in an eventnal alliance with BAe diluted. 

Separately, toe Sunday Telegraph reported Una GEC 
was in merger talks with Lockheed Martin of toe United 
States. 


ON JANUARY 4, 1999, 

THE "24 HOURS OF THE EURO" 
PARIBAS, THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE EURO 


. . . .■ •> 


On that day, . ; . : ;.= 

290 million Europeans will wake up to ' 
their new single currency: the euro. ! 


-ft 

Paribas, a Eu$#pean bank for the past I2^|fears,. : 
will event, live, from its Paris offices; 


th|£%eads of European companies^ " .■ . •• 

from ^ and ^ie . pres^ 

will witne^pat first hand, the birth of the euro . y -. 
as financia^^^ceflcs open 

' 'Paribas wil follow ..::./ ■■ im i 

. . the birth of the stride currency from /. , ; v- - j 

• its euro headquarters, . •.= /•=-:• ... y* 


Paribas 


Till TOMgg UMO MCltSHtfHl 
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CAPITAL MARKETS ON MONDAY 
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Raising a Glass to Those Who Taught the 



of 1998 




By Gretchen Morgenson 

New York Tunes Service 


N 


EW YORK — Simply living 
through 1998 proved' quite a 
y Warning experience for many 
N investors. People previously 


acquainted only with a bull market in 
lex' 


stocks finally looked a bear market in 
the eye. Those who had never paid much 
attention to the bond market learned in 
late summer that when its mysterious 
wheels grind to a halt, a full-blown 
credit crisis can result. 

Investors also discovered why Alan 
Greenspan, the chairman of the Federal 
Reserve Board, is a left more important m 
the markets than President Bill Clinton. 
And they found out why those large risky 
investment pools are called hedge funds 
— because they often get clipped. 

. What better time than the end of a 
momentous market year to reflect on its 
players, both major and minor, and to 


INVESTING 


Bill Gates, chairman of Microsoft Corp. 
Before his taped depositions in the 
Justice Department's antitrust soft 
against Microsoft, most people assumed 
dial the world’s richest man had to be a 
genius. After all, amassing S51 billion in 
personal wealth usually takes brains. 

But in his testimony, Mr. Gams dis- 
played an impressive ignorance about 
such business basics as market share, 
and he could not explain what he had 
meant when he wrote an electronic mail 
message to top aides saying, “ Winning 
Internet browser market share is a very, 
very important goal for us.’ * 

And how smart is it to underestimate 
the determination of the federal gov- 
ernment in foil pursuit? According td a 
witness in the trial, Mr. Gates predicted 
back in 1995 that “fois antitrust thing 
will blow over.*’ 

• KNEADING OUT THE KINKS 
AWARD: To Walter Forbes, former 
chairman of Cendant Corp. Forbes was 
chief of CUC International, a mem- 



Dvog hmM Pko* 

Clinton: Upstaged on the economy. 


Ice Nw^asM/lhi AnociiRd fra* 

Greenspan: Revived the bull market. 


Dunlap: Got a ^ taste of kfcdwacare.- 


Gates: Impressively ignorant y 


bask in iis priceless moments with the 
awarding of the first Augustus Mel- 
motte Memorial Prizes? 

The awards, for this year’s financial 
flubs and feats, are named for a larger- 
than-life character in “The Way We 


bership services company, that merged 
with the franchiser HFS to create Cend- 


Live Now.” a novel by Anthony 
Ttollope. The book details the chi- 


canery of Mr. Meimotte, a financial 
plunger of mysterious background who 
buys his way into the upper levels of 
London society, entertaining royalty 
and gaining a seat in Parliament. His fall 
from grace comes when a railroad com- 
pany for which he helped raise money is 
found to be nonexistent 

• PARTY ANIMAL OF THE 
YEAR AWARD: To Alan Greenspan. 
Who knew that the man who warned 
investors about irrational exuberance in 
the stock market in 1 996 would work so 
hard 3.000 Dow points later to keep the 
party going? Mr. Greenspan’s three suc- 
cessive interest-rate cuts this autumn 
and explosive increases in the money 
supply meant that investors partied 
hearty late in 1998. 

• AMIABLE DUNCE AWARD: To 


ant in 1997. After the merger, auditors 
found that CUC’s numbers had been 
massaged to create profits that, on 
second look, were losses instead. 

Cendant has since restated three years 
of results. In 1997, for example, the com- 
pany had a S217 million loss, not the S553 
mini on profit ft initially reported. Mr. 
Forbes left with a S35 million severance 
he had “absolutely no 

knowl 


ckage, saying be had absolutely no 
ow ledge” of tbe accounting problems. 
• TIMING IS EVERYTHING 


AWARD: To the top executives of 
Cendant In October, after Cendant 
stock had lost two-thirds of its value, 
falling to a low of $7.50, executives cur 
the exercise price on 263 million stock 
options to $9.8 1 . Previously, the options 
hadprices between $12.26 and $20. 

The stock has since recovered, giving 
foe executives an enormous windfall but 
leaving public shareholders wondering: 
Where are our repriced shares? 

• ROUND WHEEL AWARD: To 
Albert Dunlap, pushed from his post as 
chairman of Sunbeam Corp. in June. 
Mr. Dunlap, known for axing thousands 
of jobs ro keep his company's stock 


price high, learned that what goes 
around sometimes comes around 

Under Mr. Dunlap, author of “Mean 
Business: How I Save Bad Companies and 
Make Good Cornpanies Great,” the oam- 
pany was found to have overstated Sun- 
beam’s earnings in 1997 by 65 percent, 
largely by selling barbecue gmls to retailers 
in December and agreeing to defer bilbng 
on the goods until the following summer. 

While almost nobody felt sorry for Mr. 
Dunlap, Sunbeam shareholders were to 
be pitied indeed The company's stock, 
which traded as high as $53 in March, 
was still skulking around at $5.5625 six 
months after Mr. Dunlap left. 

• DEPENDS HOW YOU DEFINE 
“ONE TIME” AWARD: To tbe man- 
agement of Kellogg Inc., the cereal gi- 
ant in Battle Greek. Michigan. For foe 
fourth time in four years, foe company 
took a “one-time” restructuring charge 
against earnings in 1998 for “stream- 
lining operations. ” The charge this year 
came to $22 million. The total charged 
against earnings over foe four years of 
one-time charges: $764 million, equiv- 
alent to one-quarter of Kellogg's net 
income during the period 

• PREDICTIONS ARE DAN- 


GEROUS AWARD: To the manage- 
ment of Starwood Hotels & Resorts. On 
Nov. 11, 1997, with shares in foe Star- 
wood real estate investment trust trad- 
' ing at $55.25, foe company ran a foil- 
page newspaper ad listing foe 12-month 
projections from 10 Wall Street analysts 
for Starwood 's stock price. Ever op- 
timistic, foe analysts reckoned that Star- 
wood shares would trade between $75 
and $83. Twelve months later, the stock 
was just 6ver $27, a victim of investor 
fears over the performance of REITs in 
a slowing economy. 

Oh, well Who will remember? 

• UNDUE DILIGENCE AWARD: 
To Goldman, Sachs & Co. The invest- 
ment bank reaped millions in under- 
writing fees on two Russian bond deals 
peddled to customers in June and July: 
Not long after tbe ink on foe $7.65 
billion in bonds was dry, Russia’s bank- 
ing system collapsed, making the bonds 
worthless. The firm earned $56 million 
on foe July deal alone. 

• BACK-OF-THE-ENVELOPE 
RESEARCH AWARD: To Henzy 
Blodget, Internet stock analyst at Op- 
penheimer & Co. On Dec. 16, Blodj^t 
raised h is year-end 1999 price target for 


Amazon.com Inc. from $150 a share to 
$400. That would'give the on-line book- 
setter a market capitalization of $21 bil- 
lion — one-third foe value of all books 
sold in the world at retail test yean 

Mr. Blodget told Bloomberg News 
that be had raised his price ta rget be- 
cause Amazon.com had blown .through 
foe one he set earlier. 

The day Mr. Bkxigei made his op- 
timism public to the investing masses, 
Amazon shares Jumped 17 percent, to 
$289. A week later, the stock was at $325. 
Could a $500 price target be for behind? 

• YEAR’S ; BEST TRADE 
AWARD: To ; foe risk-management 
committee of Switzerland's UBS AG, 
tire world’s second-largest bank. UBS 
wanted so desperately to invest in the 
Long-Term Capital Management hedge 
fund that it made personal loans to foe 

fond’s partners and bought an $800 mil- 
lion stake ini Long-Term Capital as part 
of a derivatives transaction. • 

When foe teetering hedge fund had to 
be rescued by a consortium of Wall 
Street banks and brokerage firms in 
September. UBS wound up writing off 
its investment, losing $700 million in the 
process. The bank’s chairman, Mathis 


Cabialiavetta, and throe other top ex* 

AWARD: To executives of Zapata 
Com., a fish-oil and meat-casing com- 
pany in Houston. Hoping to breathe A 
little life into foe company's stock, Za- 
pata management announced plans in 
July to. become “one of foe largest 
ternet companies in. the world-’ How? 
By baying or investing in enough World 
Wide Web sites that it could compete 
with established search engines such as 
Yahoo? and Excite. 

Investors snapped up Zapata shares 
on the news, pushing the formerly co- 
matose stock from around $10 to almost 

$23. Alas, the Internet plans fizzled, the 
returned to fish oil, and foe 
back to earth — until the 




t 


company announced test week that itx.. 

‘»t was back on track. 5. 


Internet onslauL 

• PATIENCE K ITS OWN RE- 
WARD AWARD: To individual in- 
vestors. Those who hung tight through 
the summer’s market meltdown — 
while professional money managers 
panicked — proved font every once in a 

while, amateurs can beat the pros at their 
own game. 


. 


Mutual Funds and REITs Offer Opportunities 


Christmas has come and gone, and 
only a handful of days remain in what 
has been for many a truly unusual — 
and often pairful — year. Hal Reynolds . 


/ Hal Reynolds 


chief investment officer of WUshire As- 
set Management, which manages about 


$10 billion in assets from its headquar- 
ters in Santa Monica. California, spoke 
recently with Kenneth N. Gilpin of The 
New York Times about what sort of a 
year it was and offered some thoughts 
about 1999. 


stocks is for inferior to a well-diver- 
sified portfolio. And foe Standard & 
Poor's index is not the market. 
Moreover, about half foe stocks that are 
in it have returned less than a money- 
market fund this year. 


Q: Developments in financial mar- 
kets in foe United States and around foe 
world have generated a lot of surprises 
this year. But has 1998 really been that 
atypical? 

A: I don’t know if I would call it 


Q; Long-Term Capital Management, 
the hedge fund that almost failed this 


autumn, provided a jolt to the financial 
system. What should we take away from 


unusual- We tend to get equity cor- 
rections every three to four years. The 


situation in emerging markets, which 
began in the fall of 1997, is not an 
unusual event, because we have seen 
boom -and -bust cycles there before. 


Q: Large-capitalization stocks have 
outperformed small-caps for five years 
in a row now. The performance erf foe 
average equity fund has badly lagged 
the Standard & Poor’s 500-stock index, 
which is up well over 20 percent this 
year. What does that say? 

A: It does not say investors would do 
better buying individual stocks than mu- 
tual funds. 

The return-to-risk ratio of individual 


expenc 

A: The lessons to be learned from 
Long-Term Capital are much more rel- 
evant to institutional investors than in- 
dividuals. 

Institutions went into hedge funds 
because they were very concerned about 
high valuations in the equity market and 
wanted diversification. But a highly 
leveraged hedge fund carries similar or 
higher levels of risk than staying in 
equities. 

The near-collapse of Long-Term 
Capital stands as a reminder to require 
transparency, and to have a good risk- 
momtonng system in place. Baying into 
the best and foe brightest, which is how 
Long-Term was seen, isn’t good 
enough. 


A: The first eight years of this decade 
were a period when equity risk was the 
lowest it has been in the post- World 
War Q era, with volatility running at 
about 12 percent. In 1998, it was closer 
to 20 percent. We think it will be close to 
that next year. 

Q: Why is that? 

A: The characteristics of the stock 
market are different than they used to 
be. We are getting more return in foe 
form of capital appreciation and less in 
foe form of dividends. That makes 
stocks a riskier asset The dividend yield 
in 1990 was as high as 4 percent. Today 
it is 1.4 percent That is a pretty dramatic 
change. 


cent So you get a nice current re turn and 
an opportunity far capital appreciation. 

Q: Emerging markets are a risky as- 
set class that many investors seem to 
have deserted permanently. Is that a 
wise move? 


Q: Markets have been volatile this year. 
Should we expect more of the same? 


Q: Why will stocks be a risky in- 
vestment in 1999? 

A: There is a real chance we won’t get 
strong earnings growth next year. If that 
happens, we will probably get lower 
earnings multiples on stocks. 

So we think it is a good time for 
investors to look at sectors of foe market 
where foe risk is less and returns are 
higher. 

One area we like is real estate in- 
vestment trusts, which have had a bad 
year. But the fundamentals are strong, 
and many REIT stocks are trading with 
dividend yields of 6 percent to 6.5 per- 


A: No, I don’t think it is. 

Higher-risk investments tike emerg- 
ing markets require higher returns, but 
over longer time periods, not neces- 
sarily five to 10 years. 

In these markets, strong economies 
may not generate higher stock prices 
unless there is higher earnings growth. 
That requires better corporate gov- 
ernance and a greater alignment of in- 
terests between shareholders and man- 
agers of foe business. 

Those qualities are getting better in 
emerging markets. They continue to be 
very risky, but stock valuations are 
much better than three years ago. So the 
picture is improving. 


Q: You like bonds as an asset class. 
Isn’t it hard to get investors excited 
about something feat yields only 5 or 6 
percent? 

A: The public isn’t that interested in 
bonds. But we need to look at these yields 
relative to inflation, which over foe last 
12 months is running at under 2 percent. 
With foe global economy stowing down, 
it is unlikely that inflation is going to pick 
up. As a result, real interest rates are 
going to remain very attractive. 


How Low Gan Rates Go? 


Bond Analysts Expect Them to Stay Down in 1999 


Bloomberg New 

NEW YORK — Economists and 
big investors in the bond market say 
low tong-term interest rates are here 
to stay. 

The yield on foe benchmark 30- 
year LLS. Treasury bond has fallen 
about three-quarters of a percentage 
point this year. Tire yield, which star- 
ted last week at 4.99 percent, finished 
at 5.22 percent as bond prices skidded; 
but that still would be the bend’s low- 
est year-end level since 1966- And 


bonds. But yields are still tow enough 
to be a surpriseto many investors. 

"I never thought we'd go down to 
5 percent,” said $teve Metrell, who 
manages aboutSiS bOtion of bonds 
at American Express Asset Manage- -*j 
meat. Now, though,, dot level is 
already old haL “People are pretty 
cocrfdrtable wifo it,” be said. •_ 

. For bondholders, foe drop in yields 
this year lias 'translated into an in- 


ILS. CREDIT MARKETS 


it may not be much different a year 
from now. A survey of 22 analysts 
shows that their average forecast is for 
a yield of 5.01 percent in 12 months. 

“Tbe inflation story is great for 
bonds,” said Mitchell Stapley. who 
oversees $3 billion of fixed-income as- 
sets at Kent Funds in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. “I don’t see that changing.” 

Inflatio 


don, which eats away at bond 
returns, is on track this year to turn ia 
its lowest reading in 12 years. An- 
other measure of price increases fol- 
lowed by many investors — the gloss 
domestic product price deflator 
grew at an annnal rate of only 1.0 
percent in the fond quarter. 

In tbe four-day workweek before 
Christmas, braid yields climbed as a 
rally in stocks drew money away from 


long-term borfcf and H.8 percent for 
the more actively traded 10-year 
Treasury note, including price gains 
and reinvested interest payments. 

By comparison, foe Dow Jones in- 
dustrial average hasretnmed 18.7 per- 
cent, including reinvested dividends, 

. . Because foe 30-year Treasury is a 
global benchmark for long-term in- 
terest rates, low yields mean low bor- 
rowing . costs for. corporations. 
Homeowners also benefit from low 
mortgw - rates - — 30-year mortgage 
rates feU to an average of 6.49 percent 
in October, the lowest in more than 
three decades, and are still close to 
that at-6.69 percent now — and bond 
investors will benefit if rates fall 
more, as many predict 

The low yields make this an ideal, 
time for companies, to issue bonds. ; 
Investors and traders estimate that ‘ 
about $30 billion of corporate bohd ■ 
.issues is in foe works for January.- : 
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The Week Ahead: World Economic Calendar, Dec. 31 -Jan. 1 


A otteaute al rttisweok'secorvmc and financial (tvonts. cavpiled tor ttie InUmjajnaJ Herakl Triune by Bloomberg Bu&ness News. 



Asia-Pacific 

Europe 

Americas 

Expected 
This Week 

Earnings expected: Chun Tai Hold- 
ings Ltd., Taiwan Life Insurance 
Co.. Vanda Systems & Communi- 
cation Holdings Ltd. 

Nothing scheduled. 

Nothing scheduled. 

Monday 
Dec. 28 

Singapore: Industrial production fig- 
ures for November. 

Taipei: November index of leading 
economic indicators and related da- 
ta. 

Lisbon: September retail sales fig- 
ures. 

Paris: Treasury holds its regular 
weekly bin auction. 

Mexico City: October manufactur- 
ing compensation and employment 
figures. 

Washington: Agriculture Depart- 
ment reports on 1998 crop condi- 
tions for wheat, com. soybeans and 
cotton. 

Tuesday 
Dec. 29 

Taipei: Central bank releases 
November bounced -check ratio. 

Rome: September employment fig- 
ures for large industries. 

Zurich: Swiss Association of Busi- 
ness Economists releases quarterly 
forecast for economic growth. 

Mexico City: Central bank releases 
figures on foreign reserves. 
Washington: Conference Board re- 
leases its consumer confidence in- 
dex for December. 

Wednesday Bangkok; Bank of Thailand releas- 
De& 30 e$ monthly anomic report indud- 

ing preliminary yearly figures. 
Tokyo: Bank of Japan releases fig- 
ures on average interest rates per 
annum for different types of de- 
posits. 

Prague: National bank releases bal- 
ance of payments as of Dec. 20. 
Government releases November in- 
dustrial sales figures. 

Stockholm: November trade bal- 
ance figures. 

Washington: Labor Department re- 
leases weekly unemployment 
daims. 

Washington: Mortgage Bankers As- 
sociation of America’s weekly report 
on mortgage applications. 

Thursday 
Dec. 31 

Sydney: Reserve Bank of Australia 
releases credit aggregates fpr 
November. 

Lisbon: European Union an- 
nounces rates at which the euro will 
be converted into national curren- 
cies. 

Chicago: Chicago Purchasing Man- 
agers Association releases manu- 
facturing index for December. 
Washington: Conference Board re- 
ports November leading economic 
indicators. 


New Dollar Gains Are Seen After a 






Bloomberg News 

NEW YORK — The dollar is ex- 
pected to be tittle changed this week, 
with many investors away for winter 
vacations, traders said, but many expect 
it to rise in foe new year. 

“The holiday season is taking most of 
foe activity out of the market,” said 
Robert Katz, a trader at MTB Bank 
“Next week will be more of the same.” 

The dollar rose against the yen and the 
Deutsche mark Thursday, foe last trad- 
ing session before tire Christinas hol- 
iday, after a report on foe Federal Re- 
serve Board’s November policy 
meeting signaled that the U.S. central 
bank probably would not cut interest 
rates again soon. 

Unchanged rates would keep yields 
on dollar deposits and bonds higher than 
those in Japan and Germany, increasing 


cent for one-roonfo yen deposits. 

That rate advantage should be enough 
to keep foe dollar steady this week, un- 
less the U.S. stock market collapses, said 
Hlflel Waxman, manager of foreign ex- 
change at Bank Leumi USA. “As long 


; The bank’s policy-setting Open Market 
Ctonnmttee next meets in February. - * 
• While the committee’s minates sag? 
gestral foe federal funds rate would stay 
at 4.75 percent, the Bank of Italy ’ 




FOREIGN EXCHANGE 







month mask deposits and 0.2813 per- 


as foe stock market does OIL, foe dollar J 
will do O.K.,” be said. Rising U.S. 
stocks support foe dollar because foreign 
investors need dollars to buy them. - 

Mr. Waxman predicted that foe dollar 
would trade in ranges of 115 yen to 1 18 
yen and 1-65 DM to 1.69 DM tfris week. 
Early next year, the dollar will rise, he 
and others predicted, amid economic 
strength m foe United States and weak- 
ness elsewhere. 

Tbe Fed adopted a neutral stance on 
rates after lowering its benchmaric federal 
funds rate three times beginning Sept. 29. 
That indicates that foe Fed is not leaning 
toward cutting or raising interest rates. 


^ “W waning rate lor the euro 'coup 

P™ 01 :** cx P ected - And song 
tinders said the bank might lower races 
flatter amid signs of slower growiiL* 
The general feeling is that foe EG& 
^becuthm yates in foe first p«to? 
tbti year Robert Katz, . a currency 
trader at MTB Bank. said. “ 7* 

In Japan, falling stock and bond 

week. The bond decline fueleddoucrin 
■™ rising interest rates would tmdeit* 
toine government efforts to lift foeecOT*-. 

on* ftom its worst recession in 50 
years. . . 
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JFitt the Old Currencies Be Missed? 
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flitiff, hieuros on cremt-carti par- 

sesasttriy as next wedc. Banks arc 

— av- <-iiL-* ~ ~ - . •• -* -■-.. ■-.■ _ .. ., 


acpoonisitfenros or the local currency 
hpobank transfers wffl be 

deaieTO^iixos. '; ’’ ; • 

Cb mp t foi cs such as DaimJerfJiry&Iear 
AG and SiemeE# AG. are converting 
&eir books aofi jsoddicg sm^deis to 
-aeaDtt ottos as quickly aspossible. ; 

•“ Big refutes such asCarrefour SA in 

France and Metro AG in Germany are 
Beefing ap their computer systems to 
snifters’ pricing discrepancies. 
Carcampaaies are grudgingly bring™* 
prides jnio cl oser afrgnmeni framcoun- 

p^rtoconHby.CompirtiCT i^ 

g en e rating more rales through the bor- 
pedett- Internet, are' domg the same. . 
f Still, foosewho expectAdam S mith * g 
invisible hand to swiftly eliminate price 
drSerences are tikedy to be disappoint- 
3fd- European prices are rooted in big 
'Social and insutationai differences that 
txmpaxues lave kairied.toitssjject 
S- Consumer buying power, for ex- 
ample, is moch weaker in Spain amt 
Portugal, where personal incomes are 
about 25 percent towerfoandK Euro- . 
pean average. Aspirin is more expen- 
sive' in Germanym part because laws 
aimed -'at. protecting snail pharmacies 
prahibfrsupermarkets from seUins it 
Groceries ’ are expensrro in Plans; foe 
city has prohibited higb-vobune hyper- 
markets within ; its boundaries. Sales 
taxes and Tuxnry taxes also vary 

*'2 dunk the eoro will bring lower 
prices over ill but that theprice dif- 
ferenceswifl be more or less theanes we 
have . right ', bow,” said -Stephane 
Doocfay,' a market analyst at Test- 
Achats, 4 consume research associ- 
ated based mBrassels- 
S' Whh fte otto; “there win be neater 
mice transparency,’ ’ .added. Harald 
Wenzberg, a retail industry expert at 
Gemini Ckmsulting in Bad Hamburg, 
Germany.. Stffl, be said; it will remain 
“relatively difficult” to figure out 
prices. . :.. 

“There aremany different prices far 
many different products,” -he added.. 
**TTj^ are discoanis, advertisnig al- 
lowances. rebates. AB of that leads to 
diff erent pricing? ’ • 

For people such as Mr. Gossens of 
Bratm, which is owiredbyGillette Cotp., 
it adds upto big struggles ahead. “Onr 
customers me coming to os and saying, 
rWe want to pay the lowest prices pos- 
sible,’” he said. “But what islhal?” . 

' Tbe customers Mr. Gossetts has in 
mind are-people such as Vincent de 
MOTnx,whocbardznateseQroplanrnngar , 
Garre f oat: Based m Paris; foe company 
frwnaneariy 200 hypemmikets inEmope 
md 100 in AsiajBSja Latin America. 

‘ Mr. de Meanx says he is looking 
forward tothe euro;hee3qpects retaRerc 
to grab more infhience over pricing. * 


By John Tagliabuc 

- NayTMThnaSemce 

ROME — Andrew Windsor is 
already nostalgic. “It will be a zeal 
shame,” said Mr. Windsor, head of 
retail operations at Thomas Code 
Group , the British travel-services 
company, to see venerable European 
currencies such as die French franc, 
tbepesetaand the lira jost^ disappear. 

_ Travelas, he said, “see using for- 
eign notes and coins as an exciting and 


. The romance is lost, however, on 

World '^^ot'cooiicU. 

Emptying his wallet Airing a. recent 
. phone rioaj ta i alipm he listed the bank 
notes he fotmd. 

- <c Foimds sterling, Belgian francs, 

- American dcdfars,’ r Mr. Lipman said 
wifr a groam “And before I cleaned it 
diis wetik, Ihad.Gennan marks, too.*’ 

Nostalgic or not, come Friday, trav- 
elers to Europe wifi encounter 22 na- 
tions ondertalring a historic shift — 
the replacement of their currencies by 
the enro. The extent of the change will 
. not be immediately obvious, hi most 
places in the enro zone, prices will still 
be posted in local currencies. Trav- 
eler who need cash will still have to 
change dollars for marls, francs, lire 
or other fiwwK«rfeng Euro coins and 
bills will not appear until 2002. 

But beginning Friday, the local cur- 
rencies will afl simply be deoooun- 
aiaons of Ae emo. Travelers changing 
money will in fret be trading dollars 
for enrbs bat pocketing them in die 
form of marks, francs or the like. 


If travelers want to deal in euros 
right away, they can — by avoiding 
cash. Thomas Cook will join Amer- 
ican Express Co. in issuing euro-de- 
nominated traveler’s checks. Credit 
cards and debit cards will also allow 
payment in euros, depending on 
whether die store, hotel or airline is 
prepared to accept them. If they do, 
anti if the customers have dollar-de- 
nominated cards, their monthly state- 
ments will show transactions in euros, 
then translate them into dollars. 

Ov«- time, die use of a common 
currency across a wide swath of 
Europe should produce significant 
benefits for visitors — though not 
without certain risks. 

In a paperpresemed this month at a 

meeting m Washington, the National 
Business Travel Association, a group 
of American corporate travel man- 
agers, said die euro would ultimately 
eliminate many expenses of changing 
money, which it estimated aiS13 to $14 
a transaction. The common currency 
will also enable travelers to easily spot 
price differences for travel services. 

The danger? That the euro will also 
shine a floodlight on corporate ex- 
pense accounts. Without the cloud of 
receipts in a dozen strange currencies, 
the boss back home wifi more easily 
spot profligacy, the report warned. 

In an American Express survey, 58 
percent of European business trav- 
elers said that once the euro arrived 
they would broaden their search for 
less expensive travel services. 

In the poll, conducted this year 
among 200 business travelers, 70 per- 
cent smd they thought travel companies 


from the hands of supplier. 

“The market dynamics have existed 
for several yeas already.” he said re- 
cently in Paris. “But this will make 
more pressure on. suppliers; that is ob- 
vbus- It’s not going to happen overnight 
on Jan. 1. It wul take a few years. But it 
win be a big change.” ; . 

Carrafour sells just about everything, 
from fresh fish to personal computers, 
relying on huge volume to eke out 
profits from roll margins. With total 
sales this year erf about $32 billion, it 
competes ferociously on price and puts 
constant pressure on suppKere. 

Yet European incongruities are suf- 
ficiently confounding — and so deeply 
tooled — - thar even giant retailers can 
hardly expect to call all die shots. 

. For rare thing, European consumers 
have widely' varying tastes, winch 
means that identical goods are not sold 

^meTboidexs can be^tocI^lSl^M 
Uke big “family-sized” bottles of 
shampoo, for instance, while French 
families prefer «m«dw bottles tailored 
toindivicmals. Nestle has semes of.vari- 
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•Continued from 11 
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an industry in which die num- 
ber of themo-restaurant 
(Stains jumped from six to 
mere dan 30 in six years, as 
Brumal revenue rose to more 
Jhan $2 billion from an es- 
timated $300 minion. . 

} .Diyd.atitenie chain backed 
by the film director Steven 
Spielberg and based on ckus- 

B submarine spaces 
narine sandwiches, 
gone beyond Los 
ind Las Vegas. Bill-' 
e, featuring live mnr- 
BiDboard m agazine 
bharts, died in Los Angeles. 
Vegas, whKfr bknded food 
and hi^tkickmg chorus girls, 
announced' ; its debut m 
September 19% and promptly 


p Three nevE^^nteyond the 

to combine food 
and old movies; . Marvel 
Mania, which 'was based on 
Marvel comic .bode heroes, 
and Chefs- of the Wodd, a 
theme chain-that would ceL 
dbrate famous ' chefs. •. 

“The industry’s going .to 
fwastrief v dramatically, and 
fomeWhat '' vipfehtly, either 
.^-ough banknqitcy or restiui- 
^jt clorings,” said James 
Bede, preadeait and diief ex- 
ecutive of Hard Rock Cafe 
foteroatia^y^Aoperates. 
98 restaurajus as welTas ho- 
tels, concert venues and a re- 


■nt situation is a 
tbenrid-199Qs. . 


Robert EarLtheimpresario 
who helped Haed Rock ex- 
. p8nd well beyond its Loraton 
origins, started Planet Holly- 
wood i n 199 2 with the actors 
Bruce WHUs, Demi Moore 
and Arnold Schwarzenegger, 
adding 10 to-20 restaurants a 
year before going public in 
1996. . 

At about that time, restau- 
rateurs suddenly saw theme 
restaurants as . a bonanza. 
Food and beverage opera- 
tions generated the 10 percent 
profit typical of any success- 
ful restaurant, but die high- 
priced merchandise — r ~T- 
shirts, sweatshirts, leather 
jackrts accounted for as 
innch as 45 percent of die 
total revenue and as nmeb as 
70_percenL of profit margins. 

In Manhattan, eager de>- 
velopers created what was 
practically n themerastamant 
district in midtown. The Je- 
Jfeyfl & Hyde Club, die Mo- 
town Cafe and foe Hariey- 
Davidsoo Cafe followed Hard 
Rock and Planet Hollywood; 
then Comedy Nation, foe 
Fashion Cafe and Television 


' The 
far cry 


. “Thae was a time when 
investors and operatois 
thoughtthat thane restaurants 
were a sure-fire formula for 
making lots of money,” said 
Michael Mueller, a restaurant 
analyst with Na ti onshia nc 
Monmomery Securities in 
Sm Francisco. “That’s ance- 
been disproven by the dren in 
same-store sales at chains like 
Planet Hollywood.” : 


In foe first nine months of 
1998, Hanet Hollywood lest 
,$15.7 mfllicn, compared wifo 
a profit of $52.1 nullion dur- 
ing foe corresponding period 
last year. Sales dropped 20 
percent in the third quarter fois 
year at restaurants open more 
than 18 months , continuing a 
two-year tread. Shares of 
Planet Hollywood have 
plunged from more than $32 
m 1996 to $2,625 last week. 

Rainforest Cafe expects 
sales to drop as much as 18 
percent this year at the six 
restaurants that have been 
open more than 18 months. 

At Hard Rode, ‘sales were 
down 10.1 percent in the first 
iwne months of this year, 
though overall revenue and 
operating profitrose more than 
2 percent. Much of foe decline 
came from a drop in sales of , 
Hard Rock T-shirts and caps, 
Mr. Beak said, not because 1 
tourists and local residents i 
were ignoring foe restaurants. 

“People came to see the 
stars; mere weren't any,” 
said Robert Putterman, a re- 
tail real-estate broker based in 

New York who has been to 
many theme restaurants. 
“They came to eat the food, 
and it was terrible. What do 
yon need more than one T- 
shirt fca? The thrill is gone. ’ ’ 

At Planet Hollywood, Mr. 
Eari is betting that die public 
has not lost its taste for theme 
restaurants, to January, the 




Are you 
a Saxon deep - 
down? 

Sack Jn the Middle Ages, the Saxons went 
out into the world. Today, things have changed 
and ’entrepreneurs' from ail over the globe- 
are settling In Saxony: jn foe first half of 1 998. 
alone, some' 4,000 companies were formed 
Ifere in eastern Germany. You dont have to 
watt for foe next mass migration, though, to 
take advantage of theareenhbuse dimatefor 
new businesses and established companies 
currently prerailing In Saxony. The Saxony ; 
Economic Development Corporation will be 
happy to supply you with all foe Information' 
you. need - free of - charge. Simply phone 
+49/351/31.99-1000, fax +49/35131:99^1099; 
or visit the Web sheatwwwjdxony.com . 

SAX O N Y 1 ri : . 


PANDA SICAV 

Sod6fe dTjrvwmstancni i 
Capital triable 
R.C. UmanbouigB 58.116 

NOTICE OF MEETING 

Nbtfct it hereby given that chcAanpa] General Meeting a/ BANDA. 
SICAV wfll be hdd at the Begtoteied Office In Inmfa cmg. 
1QA, Bmleord Royal, an: 

Moad«y 1 8* Jaoaarr, 1999 at 1 1 im, 
fnr thepaiptne of canstieriog the laBoring Agenda: 

| y m i u pimm RepcTrt cl thf Directors ice the yew ended 30th 
- September 1998. 

2.Rq»«6f foe AutfitCff for the year ended 30th Septemba; 1998. 
iJIpponl d foe Annual Acecuots ■ at 30fo Sywfc t 1998 
and ^jpropdatxxi d foe earnings. 

4. Dbdaiy to foe carceteo in respect of the exeoitim d* foor 
■wdn« to 30th Sqitanbeg 1998. 

5. < >nn ratiim cf foe Bond of Dizcctois. 

6. ElcaiaD of foe Auditor for a new term of one year. 

7. MacdUucore, 

Tte pteKOi notice and a form o/pinxy arc scat to all regteustd 
sbaxebcddcB on record at 6fo January, 1999, 

In radyT to Jt rr r > * the mcedn g, the oames ef loia shana are 
wfiind to d(pos& tbdr shares before January 12th, 1999 at the 


such as airlines and. car rental agencies 
would be forced to cut prices. 

Of coarse, corporate travel depart- 
ments that insist on doing business in 
euros will have to invest to update 
their computer software, and they may 
need to renegotiate contracts for bulk 
services with airlines and hotel chains. 
But if overall prices start falling be- 
cause of the introduction of the euro, 
travel companies, facing lower profits, 
may be less willing to negotiate dis- 
counts for corporate customers. 

The travel industry, fearing that 
prices will drop, has been in no hurry to 
embrace the euro, according to Re- 
inhard Schulte-Braucks, a European 
Union official who helps companies 
prepare for the new currency. 

Still, travelers will find a continent 
in transition next year, said Hasan 
Alemdar, euro program manager for 
Visa International in London. 

In some places, such as Germany, 
there probably will be separate cash 
registers for marks and euros; in 
France and Spain, stories will probably 
a ccept payment in the local currency 
or in euros at the same point of sale. In 
a third group of countries, many siores 
may not immediately be ready to trade 
in euros, so they will require payment 
in tile old local currency and merely 
inform the customer of the euro 
amount on a separate receipt 

Experts advise travelers to count 
their change carefully — but not to 
count on any windfalls. 

“It’s like switching from Celsius ro 
Fahrenheit,” Mr. Schulte-Braucks 
said. “It doesn't get warmer or colder, 
you don't get richer or poorer.” 


Murdoch Seals Deal 
With Telecom Italia 

MILAN (Combined Dispatches) — 
Telecom Italia SpA plans to sell 80 
percent of its Stream pay-television 
channel to News Corp., giving Rupert 
Murdoch a long-sought entry to the 
Italian television market 

Telecom Italia said Saturday that 
partners from Italy and other European 
countries could be included in foe even- 
tual deal. 

The state telecommunications com- 
pany, which is being privatized, said 
Stream was valued on the basis of $1350 
per subscriber. Stream claims 110,000 
subscribers, giving die company a total 
value of $148.5 million. Thai values the 
SO percent stake at $1 1 8.8 million. 

Separately, Kirch Group refused to 
comment Sunday on a report that News 
Crap, hoped to take a $1 billion stake in 
the bolding company being formed 
through the restructuring of the German 
media company. Focus magazine report- 
ed the other two international investors 
would be Prince WaJjd ibnTalaJ of Saudi 
Arabia and the Italian media tycoon 
Silvio Berlusconi. f AP, Bloomberg) 

AngloGold Completes 
Minor co Unit Purchase 

JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — Ang- 
loGold Ltd., the world's largest gold 
producer, said Sunday that it bad paid 
S550 million for control of Minorco 
S A’s gold interests, completing a deal it 
announced in October. 

The acquisition will be effective 'Diurs- 
day, the company said. It is expected to 
decrease the company’s earnings per 
share by 5 percent and increase the net 
asset value per share by 10 percent. 


aeons on foe formula for Nescafe, to 
take account of regional coffee-drinking 
preferences from Italy to Scandinavia. 

National regulations add to foe com- 
plexity. French retailing, for example, is 
unique in Europe, because stores are 
prohibited from charging more for 
products than they show on their own 
invoices. lustra retailers earn their 
profits by negotiating with suppliers to 
obtain rebates and other payments for 
promotional services. The money works 
out about tire same, but foe practice 
makes international comparisons far 
mate complicated. 

Different countries also have very dif- 
ferent retailing systems, some more ef- 
ficient than others. High-volume hyper- 
markets have a strong presence in France 
and Spain, but Germany has a high pro- 
portion of smaller specialty stores. 

On top of all this are logistical ri- 
gidities that are tire modern tracings of 
hundreds or thousands of years of oar 
tianal divisions on the Continent. “Car- 
refour can’t just say, ‘Well, I’ll buy all 
my Coke from Spain because it’s cheap- 
er/ ” Mr. de Meanx said. “If you need 


to supply 130 stores in France, you can’t Seoul Will Aid Banks 


change all your suppliers every time 
someone offers a lower price.” 

Price comparisons can even be dif- 
ficult on foe Internet- Consider the ex- 
perience of Dell Computer Corp., which 
sells about $2 million of personal-com- 
puter equipment a day in Western 
Europe over the World Wide Web. 

When Dell began marketing over the 
Web in 1996, it equalized prices across 
boundaries. Nonetheless, consumers 
were nudged in different directions by 
means of separate home pages for al- 
most every country. 

As a result, comparing prices is any- 
thing but simple. Customers who log on 
to the German page find that the basic 
home computer is a modest machine that 
costs about 2,895 Deutsche marks, or 
SI, 722. The prices and complexity go up 
from there. Those who fog on to the 
Spanish page are led to an entirely dif- 
ferent series of computers. This list starts 
with a model thar sells at 347,000 pe- 
setas, or $2,424, and from there the prices 
and complexity go down — ultimately 
below foe cheapest German packages. 


SEOUL (Bloomberg) — South Ko- 
rea plans to inject 1.78 trillion won 
(SI. 48 billion) into Kookmin Bank and 
four other lenders that acquired weaker 
rivals this year as part of government- 
led financial reforms. 

The Finance and Economy Ministry 
said Saturday that it would buy a total of 
600 billion won of bonds from the five 
banks, while Korea Deposit Insurance 
Corp., a state-run agency, would buy 
1.18 trillion won of new shares in the 
lenders Monday. 

The government shut down five ail- 
ing banks in June and asked Kookmin 
Bank, Housing & Commercial Bank, 
Shinhan Bank, Koram Bank and Hana 
Bank to acquire assets and liabilities of 
the five shat lenders, which accounted 
for 73 percent of Korean bank loans. 

Iran Warns OPEC 

DUBAI (Reuters) — Iran said Sun- 
day that it would back any new moves to 
rescue the besieged oil market but 
warned that some fellow OPEC pro- 


ducers were using Tehran’s ^nttover. 
sial to mask other problems in 

the fractious cartel- .. 

Iran's representative to foe ml 
Hossein Kazempour Ardebfo, 
Tehran would support holding an 
gency meeting of me Organization 0 *“® 
petroleum Eroorring Countries to utt oil. 
prices from foal arc now at 12 -year lows. 

But Mr. Ardebili, a key adviser to foe 
Iranian oil minister, said Tehran would 
not back down from its demands to 
calculate any of its own cuts from x 
higher baseline. He said his country watf 
being used as a scapegoat by 0tbCr 
OPEC members to cover up a bitter; 
battle for market share at a time of high 
oil supplies and eroding demand be- 
canse of foe Asian financial crisis. 

FortheRecord • 

DaimlerCbrysler AG expects 1998 
sales to rise 13 percent and profit to 
exceed last year’s figures of the now- 
combined Daimler-Benz AG and- 
Chrysler Corp. (AF IP; 

Mitsui Trust & Banking Co. plam( 
to sell half of its share holdings, new 
valued at some 1.6 trillion yen ($13.77 
billion) in book value, in four years to 
improve its financial health, the Nihon 
Keizi Shimbun reported Sunday. The 
bank may also consider abandoning all 
stakes in big companies to trim its ex- 
posure to volatile stock prices. (AFP) 

Seoul Warns LG 
Over Resistance 

Agence Frunce-Presse 

SEOUL — The South Korean 
presidential office warned Sunday 
drat banks would impose sanctions 
against LG Group for denting a 
yearlong government battle to re- 
structure foe country’s crisis-hit in- 
dustrial sector. 

“Financial sanctions are inev- 
itable if LG remains opposed to the 
merger,” Park Ji Won, a presiden- 
tial spokesman, said. 

The warning followed an an- 
nouncement that LG Semicon Ltd. 
would sue Arthur D. Little & Co. for 
“damages and libel” over its eval- 
uation of LG’s management. The 
American consultancy has judged 
Hyundai Electronics Ind. as better 
positioned for managing a giant 
semiconductor unit to be created in 
a merger with LG Semicon. 

Koo Bon Joon, president of LG 
Semicon, accused the consultancy 
of using “distorted information 
provided by one side.” He said LG 
Semicon would take action against 
the company, probably in January. 

LG's challenge fueled resent- 
ment among government officials, 
who have touted foe semiconductor 
merger as the centerpiece of South 
Korea’s corporate restructuring. 


company is scheduled to un- 
veil a revitalization program 
called Planet 2000, which is 
linked to foe opening of the 
Planet Hollywood Hotel in 
limes Square. The company 
has laid off more than 70 

ite^^enders. Mb. Eaffsaid foe 
company would introduce 
new menus, prices, logos and 
designs for the restaurants 
and additional movie stars. 

“I think it’s fixable,” he 
said. “After the narrower 
concepts close, people will 
come back to Hard Rock and 
Planet Hollywood. There is 
some carnage, and I think 
there's more coming. You’ll 
end up with foe survival of the 
stronger ones.” 

AftygmSEMEOT 

msasQUMmMPm 

(CPUs) 

Referring to the advertisement 
of 23 September 1997 the * 
undersigned announces that as 
from 3(T December 1998 bonus 
dividend no. 99 of CDRa 
IngcrsoO-Rand Company 
uiffbe payable in cash with Nig. 
410,26 T per CDR repr. 5 shares 
at Kas-A&sociaue N.V., 
Spuistraat 172, Amsterdam. 

AMSTERDAM DEPOSITARY 
COMPANY N.V. 

Amsterdam, 22 Decenber, 1998 
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SPORTS 


A Comeback Victory for Wachter 

After Injury, Austrian Bests Her Teammate, Meissnitser, in Giant Slalom 


Reuters 
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SEMMERING, Austria — Anita 
Wachter stormed to an emotional victory in 
a World Cup giant slalom Sunday in front 
of 1 5,000 delighted home fens. 

Wachter. at 31 the oldest skier on the 
women's circuit, celebrated her unexpec- 
ted 15th career victory by edging out her 
Austrian compatriot and the race favorite, 
Alexandra Meissnitzer. 

Wachter’s triumph was a surprise, as her 
1 4-year career was almost ended by a knee 
injury she suffered last January in a Super- 
G crash at Cortina D'Ampezzo, Italy. 

Wachter stormed down the fast, per- 
fectly prepared Hirschenkogel course in a 
two-run combined time of 2 minutes, 7.90 
seconds, beating Meissnitzer by a clear 
margin of 0.74~seconds. It was her first 
victor} 1 since she won a giant slalom in 
January 1996 in Cortina. 

Meissnitzer had won five races in three 
disciplines this season. Despite the second- 
place finish, she increased her command- 
ing lead in the overall standings and is now 


351 points ahead of Martina Ertl of Ger- 
many, who placed seventh Sunday. 

The result was the first one-two finish for 
Austrian women in a giant slalom 


Woild Cup Skiing 


since the late Ulrike Maier won with 
Wachter placing second in Santa Caterina, 
Italy, in 1993. 

Placing third Sunday, at 2:09.33, was 
Andrine Flemmen of Norway who won this 
season's opening giant slalom in Soeiden, 
Austria. Flemmen was eighth in the first 
run but posted a brilliant second leg to 
climb five places. 

Birgit Heeb of Liechtenstein, third after 
the first leg, dropped to fourth overall, 
while Anna Ottos son of Sweden climbed 
three places after the first leg to finish fifth 
Sunday. 

Wachter’s injury caused her to miss the 
Nagano Olympics and kept her off the 
slopes for four months. 

When she returned, the 1988 Olympic 


gold medalis t and 1 993 overall World Cup 
champion decided to compete only in die 
technical disciplines this season — the sla- 
lom and giant slalom. 

“I didn’t know how my knees would 
react to a fell load,' ' she said ' ‘Now I see it 
was a good decision, f cannot describe bow 
I feel. It is an unbelievable victory which I 
wasn’t collaring on.” 

Wachter's previous season’s best had 
been third in a giant slalom at Vai d’Isere, 
Italy, earlier this month. 

“I gained a lot of self-confidence from 
that race,” she said “I knew I could be in 
the top three today, but the victory is a big 
surprise.” 

Meissnitzer squandered her chance for a 
third consecutive giant slalom victory with 
an overly cautious second run in which she 
Finished a disappointing 10th. 

She said she had slowed in the second 
run because she was “terrified of crashing 
out at home.” 

Meissnitzer had won two of the first four 
giant slaloms this season. 



Anita Wachter of Austria en route to winning the women’s giant slalom eventSunday in Semmering. 


As Storms Hit 


Australia Race, 


Navy Searches 
For Yachtsmen 


C <■» Our Suff From Oiquft ha 

, SYDNEY, Australia — A search in- 
] volviog Australian Navy helicopters us- 
.■ ing night vision continued Monday for a 
j crewman swept overboard from one 

• yacht and for the nine-member crew of 
. : another boat missing in huge seas dur- 
■. ing the Sydney-to-Hobart race. 

; Winds gusting at more than 75 knots 
; slammed into the fleer on the second day 
of the 630-nauiical mile race down the 

■ east coast of Australia, sweeping two 
men overboard in heavy seas. 

Radio reports, unconfirmed by race 
officials, said that up to 20 sailors might 
be missing. 

r The sailor being sought by the navy 
l was swept overboard from Sword of 
" Orion when the 42-foot (13-meter) 
. yacht rolled Sunday night in wild seas in 
; Bass Strait off the southeast coast. 

- Several crewmen were injured, one 
. with a broken leg. The yacht, which has 

a crew of 11. was halfway across the 
. strait, heading toward Hobart and the 
. finish line in the annual race. 

David Gray, an Australian Maritime 
, Safety Authority spokesman, said three 
. people bad been evacuated from Sword 

• of Orion by a Sea King helicopter. Six 
. crew members remained on board, two 

in a serious condition. 

• Gray said he also was '‘extremely 
concerned” about the crew aboard the 
Winston Churchill. There had been no 

• contact with the cutter for about 12 
hours. The ship was an entrant in the 

• first Sydney-Hobart race, in 1945. 

“Her crew are apparently in a life 
raft," said Brian Hill, another authority 

- spokesman. 

Gray said four distress beacons had 
. been received during Sunday nighr but 

• had yet to be identified. 

All shipping in the Bass Strait has 
been alerted as high winds and huge 

• seas smash remnants of the 1 15-boat 
. fleeL 

Earlier, as winds gusted to 80 knots 

- and seas of 35 feet caused havoc to the 
. fleet, several rescues took place. 

A police helicopter rescued John 
. Campbell, an American, who was swept 
overboard when the Victorian yacht 

■ KinaurTa rolled over. 

Campbell was in the water for about 
40 minutes and was suffering from hy- 
pothermia when he was pulled to safety 



Chelsea Powers Back to the Top 


Aston Villa Loses, Giving Up Lead in English ftemier League 


CarfUtd by Our Stag From OOpaKMa 

Chelsea returned to the top of the 
English Premier League with a 2-0 vi<* 
tory at straggling Southampton as Aston 
Villa went down. 2-1, at another lowly 
team, Blackburn Rovers. 

Tore Andre Flo. a Norwegian striker, 
and Gustavo Poyet. a Uruguayan mid- 
fielder, scored for Chelsea, which is un- 


Would Soccer Roundup 


bn ManatnlpcOT> Amdahl Pio> 

The dismasted yacht Stand Aside floating off Australia's southeast coast 
Sunday, as high winds forced 37 boats out of the Sydney-Hobart race. 


by Bariy Barclay, a senior constable 
who dropped into 20-foot seas. 

Another helicopter lifted the entire 
crew of 12 from VC Offshore Stand 
Aside, whose mast had been de- 
stroyed. 

Several crew members were injured, 
with one losing several fingers and an- 
other receiving head injuries. 

Thirty-seven yachts have been forced 
to retire from the race. 

The Tasmanian 40-footer Business 
Post Naiad rolled over, as did the Solo 
Globe Challenger Several other yachts 


— including the tiny Zeus H, Outlaw 
and Team Jaguar — had suffered struc- 
tural damage or been dismasted and 
were either being towed or escorted into 
Eden in southern New South Wales. 

Through it all, the American maxi 
Sayonara held a narrow lead over 
Brindabella, the winner last year. 

Although both boats were forced to 
reduce speed, they were still well on the 
way to setting a race record. In 1996, the 
German maxi Morning Glory set the 
mark of two days, 14 hours, 7 minutes 
and 10 seconds. (AP, Reuters) 


beaten in 18 Premier League games 
since losing on die first day of the sea- 
son. 

Chelsea moved to the top on goal 
difference as Villa squandered its three- 
point lead. After Kevin Gallacher put 
the Rovers ahead. Villa was reduced to 
10 men when Michael Oakes, its goal- 
keeper, was sent off for handling the ball 
outside his penalty area. Ricardo Sci- 
meca leveled for Villa but, with two 
minutes to play, Tim Sherwood scored 
the winner for Blackburn. 

After six games without a victory, 
Manchester united beat last place Not- 
tingham Forest, 3-0. Ronny Johnsen, a 
Norwegian defender, scored the first 
two and Ryan Giggs added the other. 
United and Chelsea meet on Tuesday. 


South Africa Leads West Indies in Test 


CimtptMbf On SufFnwu 

DURBAN, South Africa — Jonty 
Rhodes stroked an unbeaten 85 to give 
South Africa the edge over West Indies 
in the face of inspired fast bowling by 
FranJdyn Rose in the third test Sunday. 

Rose captured a test-best of six wick- 
ets for 75 runs as South Africa scored 
292 for eight in reply to West Indies’ 


when 


Rose dismissed Gary Kirsten. 
Jacques 

ined from 57 for 




light 


first innings of 198 before bad 
ended play on the second day. 

Rhodes timed and placed the ball 
beautifully, his 123-batl innings con- 
taining eight fours and two sixes. He was 
the dominant figure in a South African 
fightback after they were reduced to 80 
for three during the morning session. 

Daryl I Cullman (40) and captain 
Hansie Cronje (30) launched the re- 
covery, which was sustained by Rhodes 
and all-rounder Shaun Pollock (30) in a 
sixth wicket partnership of 80. 

West Indies, already trailing 2-0 in 
the five-test series, made a good start 


the home country declint 
no wicket to 80 for three. 

Cullinan and Cronje put on 60 for the 
fourth wicket and Cullinan and Rhodes 
added 42 for the fifth wicket, a stand that 
ended needlessly when Cullinan was 
run out after a pinpoint throw from Rose 
on the bouadary to Ridley Jacobs, the 
wicket keeper. 

Rhodes and Pollock then added a 
brisk partnership of 80. 

NEW ZEALAND vs, INDIA Gritty bat- 
ting by a couple of tail-end batsmen 
Sunday gave New Zealand a slight edge 
over India at the end of the second day of 
the second test in Wellington. 

After India scored 208 runs in its first 
innings. New Zealand reached 290 for 
seven wickets, with Dion Nash and 
Daniel Venori. both bowlers, scoring 82 
in an unbroken stand late in the day. 

ENGLAND vs. Australia In Mel- 
bourne, Alec Stewart, the England cajf 
tain, scored his first century on 
second day of the fourth tesr on Sunday. 


The first day had been rained out 
England lost its first two wickets for 
four runs, but Stewart hit 107 as they 
rallied to reach 200 for the loss of three 
wickets. After Stewart was dismissed. 
England’s lower-order batting again 
collapsed and it was out for 207. 

Australia, having already retained the 
Ashes with a 2-0 lead with two to play, 
reached 59 for two wickets when play 
was stopped because of bad ligbL 

(Reuters. AP. AFP) 


Ian Wright returned to Highbury as a 
West Ham player but his new team lost, 
1-0, after an early strike by Mare Over- 
mars, the Gunners’ Dutch winger. The 
victory lifted Arsenal, the reigning 
champion, to fifth. 

Alan Shearer and Duncan Ferguson, 
Newcastle’s £22 million ($36.87 mil- 
lion) played together for fee first time 
since Ferguson’s move from Eyerton a 
month ago but they failed tofindtfae net 
while Leeds scored three, hum about as 
many attacks. Hairy KewelL Lee Bow- . 
yer and Jimmy Floyd Hasselbaink gave 
Leeds victory. 

soum America P&lmebas beat a 
visibly tired BrazOian rival Cruzeiro, 3- 
1, Saturday, in the second game of the 
final of the Mercosur Cup. 

Cruzeiro won the first game 2-1 in its 
home city of Bel o Horizonte and needed 
only a draw in Sao Paulo; home of; 
Palmeiras, to capture the title. Palmeiras 
had to win to force a third game, which 
will also take plaice in Sao Paulo. 

On Wednesday, Cruzeiro lost fee 
1998 Brazilian championship - to the 
Corinthians in the deciding third game 
of a hard-fought series. 

Cruzeiro had played 80 games this 
season, Saturday ’s match was its eighth 

a gainst P almeiras . The teams played 

twice in the final of the Cops Brasil, 
with Palmeiras winning on aggregate, 
and three times .in. a Brazilian chain*- 
pionship quarterfinal feat Cruzeiro won. 
They also met once in the first stage of 
the latter. 

On Saturday, Cruzriro took the lead 
after two minutes wife a penalty con- 
verted by Fabio Junior. Arce leveled 
after nine minutes with a header. Bal- 
roeiras kept up: a relentless attack 
against a sluggish Cruzeiro which had 
not trained since losing to Corinthians. 
In the second half, Oseas -and Panto 
Nunes scored for Palmeiras. 

“For fee past two months, every 
game has been alife and death situation, 
and that has taken a heavy psycho- . 


logical toll,” said Leyir Culpi, 
Cruzeiro coach. “But winning the] 


. i 


Scoreboard 


BASEBALL 


U-S» College Scores 


TODAY. M HONOLULU 
Colorado 51, Oregon 43 


MnrsToraa 

No. 1 Kcotody (MW) tost to LmrtaOe 83-74. 
NOklLOoBBoa 01-1) def.Fu man 67-54. 


TODAY. M HONOLULU 
Air Force 4& Washington 25 


SATURDAY, M ATLANTA 
Soutaem U.2& Bcttwne-CooknmAZ 


George Washington 91. Bradley 71 




SATURDAY, IN TUCSON. ARIZONA 
Missouri 34, we» Vhgtoto3J 


CRICKET 


: Escorts & Guides 


atlantic 


info^aUanticflatiniinicoin 
LONDON; 07 074 074 770 


WT: ++44 7 074 074 771 

THE VfOFBUXWE ESCOffT SERVICE 
Obsessed WBti Quafey ft Service 
Wstvtg our CSentt a leppr New Yfear 


raG S, 


OCIETY 


The Host Prestigious Escort Agency 

Executive Service Worldwide 
webSIwM HQ LONDON 
0171 286 1G33/[6)70fl0 444476 


interrahonal 

E9QCWTS- 


WORLDWIDE 


World's top intern ati o n al beauties 


New York US Hg:1-2 

OFFICES KiL-sSCOfiTS COM 


Premier Adventures 


An atdusve escort agency asti a range 
of scphEU&d laaes and gemern 
lo sut S occasers and uses 
TELEPHONE: 01 71 872 5894 


PARIS 


anMeuMsansjEom 

+312D-57BM21 I +318M22B-124 


CONNOISSEUR NEW YORK. Escort 
smee teflurog Msuiii doming, 
sophstieffled models. Tei -12-675-1991 
E-mal rigSryt- 9 rts.com 


ELIZABETH 

Wasimjxi 0 C. Escort Serves 
For discemirvj ijeswrg 

EfedanceS sriwawi 
TH: H2D2) 841-5621 


" EUROCONTACT WTL — — * 
PARIS' ANTWSV "GBJEV A'ZUWCH 
fMWEHA‘ 8 RUSSELS I 0 ND 0 N' Vi£WW 
MlL/WROME-aa GcRMAfJY & PRAGUE 
COPENHAGETTMUMCH-NSW YORK 
Escort Servre Vena *- 43 -i- 2 i 2 03 ) 


ALL EUROPE MEETS HIGH SOCIETY 
Wjfina. Pare, Pwera. Muncfien. 

Ztrni. Getj. San Frausco 
kfemattral Escort 8 Travel Serve? 
Vienna ++43-1-535 41 W aff eras carts 


European JET SET ' VENIA ' PARIS 
RJYJERATIWMH’KOUfNEW YORK 
RCHfftlU)nXiSSaD0RPL0ND0N 
Vienna +*0-1-710 60 55 Es»i Saw 


A FIRST CLASS Escort serro 

- LONDON • HEATHROW - 
ref 0T7T 23 22CT fZ-ttrsi 


- ALL SPAM TOP ESCOffT - 
Nines Agsncv ^ra Class Seria. 
T«t 326703671 Ca* 


""BERLIN • FRANXFVtt -ZUfBCH**“ 
-CAPISMA ESCORT AGENCY” 

“et 3C41-W9 SO 70 77 - Credl Cats 


CHARHHG YOUNG BEAUTY. Private 
Escort Service NICOLE. London. 
~{t MCI 3 675 f£5 


ESCORT GIRL SERVICE, GENEVA 
Very keartiul. tab class and tfisftv 
SU5T.eC Tet t*41 Vi 319 4434 


EXCUtStYH.Y YOURS. AitfS, a 
Sicrrs Send? mufetffl model A Pnvae 
cSCT? Serves NY 21M7M86& 


JAN BfK HOLLAND ESCORT CUIB 
Fw he and sn* Escort service since 
1H7. Tet -31(0)20 6222 7©420 3827 


HEW BEAUTIFUL SWEET FtUPINA 
Enicrrs Dmir.g and Dancing. Dtecrefl 
Pwase escort service. 07987 08576 


MCE AND FRIENDLY PH0T0MDEL 

Private Escort Service. KELLY 

LOfiSar S£3 772 


•ZURICH • 
Gwire £src Sente 
Tel 373 / «3 » 81 


Business Opportunities 

Appears every Wednesday in the Intermarket. 

To advertise contact Sonya Broadhead in our London office: 
Tel: + 44 1 71 420 0325 / Fax: + 44 1 71 420 0338 
or your nearest IHT office or representative. 
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FOURTH ANMBS TEST, 9MD DAY 

SUNOaV. M MELBOURNE 
Eng kind: 370 
AustraBo: 59-2 

ranr zuuuid vs. ttftxA 
BNCOW O TK B r.awODJur 
auHnnv. m weubhtdh 

Indie: 208 

New Zealand: 290-7 

SOBW*rewVS.WBTtoM B 
THWD TOST, 2ND DAY 
SUNDAY. M DURBAN 

WosJ Indies: 198 an out 
Sovtti Africa 292-8 
Bad tfgfrt ended play. 


HOCKEY 


NHL Standings 


FOOTBALL 


NFL Standings 


y-N.Y. Jets 
x-Mtontf 
*-New England 

x-BuMo 

Indionopofts 


y- Jacksonville 
Tennessee 

Pittsburgh 

Banknote 

CindMcfl 


Denver 

Swffle 

Oakland 

KdrtsnCBy 

5anDfego 


y-DoSas 

Arizona 

N.Y.GfaWS 

Washington 

PhBadeJMw 


jMAmnescta 
x -Often Bey 
Tanga Bay 
Detroit 
OllCDDO 


EAST 
W L T 
11 * 0 
10 5 0 
9 8 0 

9 6 0 
312 0 

CENTRAL 

10 5 0 
8 8 0 

7 s a 

S 10 0 

3) 2 0 

WEST 

13 2 0 

8 7 0 

8 B 0 

7 9 0 

5 10 0 

HxnoKAL comma 

EAST 

WLT 

9 6 0 

8 7 0 
7 8 0 

6 9 0 

3 12 0 
CENTRAL 

15 1 0 

10 S 0 

7 8 0 
5 10 0 

4) 1 0 
WEST 
13 2 0 
» * 
t 9 

4 11 
2 12 


ATLANTIC DCVBKMI 

WLT Pts GF 
New Jersey 19 9 4 42 94 

PhlkHMprtio 16 9 B a 91 

Pittsburgh 14 10 7 35 B5 

N.Y. Rangers 12 14 7 31 90 

N.Y. Wonders 13 19 2 2B 86 

NORTHEAST OWKKM 

w LTPbff 
Buffalo 19 6 5 43 87 

Toronto 19 13 2 40 107 

Boston 15 11 6 36 85 

Ottawa 15 13 3 33 90 

Montreal 9 18 7 25 73 

SOUTHEAST DMHON 

WLT PH WP 
CoraHno 16 14 5 37 89 

Rorfda 12 12 6 30 76 

Washington 10 18 3 23 65 

Tampa Bay 8 23 3 19 69 


CA 

80 

73 

84 

90 

9B 


Pet PF PA 
J33 385 256 
<66? 305 227 
400 327 398 
400 355 300 
■200 291 417 


DefmtJ 
St. Louis 
Masbvne 
Oitoga 


467 371 335 
SOO 330 330 
Ml 260 282 
333 750 325 

•200 268 417 


CENTRAL DrVtSMti 

W L T PS GF 
17 15 1 35 102 

12 11 8 32 B3 

13 16 3 29 78 
JO 20 4 24 77 

NORTHWEST OMMON 


.867 473 288 
SO 351 783 
-500 288 356 
438 327 363 
333 228 326 


Cotomdo 

Edmonton 

vtejcnjvef 

Calgary 


W L 

14 16 
14 16 

J3 M 
12 t8 


PH GF G* 

31 77 >3 
31 91 89 
30 9i \ 9 7 
27 92 100 


pet pf pa 

MO 358 268 
■533 309 365 
M7 257 299 
.10C 3)2 398 
J00 151 324 


Dallas 
Phonos 
Anaheim 
Sen Jose 
LBS Argotes 


PACnCDCVBKW 

W L T PS 6F GA 


21 5 6 
20 « 4 
13 12 7 
10 15 7 
10 21 3 


9B 

89 

n 

74 


NegtmKSSdKdaled 


1-2 


.938 556 296 
467 392 306 
467 279 295 
333 296 359 
M7 263 352 


y -Atlanta 
*-Son PnnOscn 
NowOitoans 
SI. LOUis 
Carafina 
Krtnched ptayaffbarth 
y-eflndwd dMrion irte 

iflintfuiaui 

Minnesota 2i TameSSOO 16 
Kaisos Qly 31, DoUmd 24 


567 404 273 
0 733 Ml 309 
0 400 272 314 
0 367 266 340 
0 2DO 309 3W 


College Bowl Games 


TODAV. M WONTGOHERY. ALABAMA 
Gray 31. BUM 24 


Moatrocd 
Tomato 

Rrst Period: T -Thomas 12 {SumSa thoOtO. 
ZM-Wetraidi 3, Second Pvtoifc None. TUrd 
. P#rt«fc M-QotnM 1 OGohra} Shota ob m* 
M- 16-8-3—27. T- 9-11-10-30. COOBkM-' 
HucfcetL T-JOSoph. 

Boston 0 1 1—2 

NX Wooden 2 * 2-4 

ftp Period: N.V.-PoWy 1 (Chora) % H3tf 
Linden -ll (ONtamsM. Jaaaon) (pp). 
Socsad Period: BCToytee 3 (BtmquB. 
Ferrara) tnh Pm B-Khmflcu is 
(ASOOB) 4 N.Y.-VWrtl 5 (MJBec LewtnCB) & 
ftY.-topwitoP ILWW7 m. SJwtooagoBfc 
B- 1 0-7-10— 27. N.Y.- 5-8-8-21. Gwtae: B- 
Dafoe. N.V.-Ro)nrty- 

N.T. Rasgn * 4 0-4 

Csrodoa 10 2—3 

(W Parted: C-Knpamn 8 (Shqipant 
prmeau) Saeand Period: N.Y^iettrad 6 
(Leefcft, Bewwhoom) X ftY.-Stouens 8 
(NdK NedmO 4. N.Y.-Nodred 7 OCnuMe. 
SundshwiO & N.Y.-Cravw U CP Mga 
Beutataoam) & tLY^Paparte l Weduad. 
Sondsiren) 7, N.Y.-Gram 15 CSowont 
KnobM T N rdf tatod iC NoberttACEinereon. 


RuanskO %G-&nataon8 (Onou. Kapnwn) 
(pp>- Shells as gori: N.Y.- 2-10-8—20. G- 7-5- 
11—23. GoeUesrN-Y.'Rlctttef. C4rt>8, XML 
Ftorida 1 \ 1—3 

Ton** Boy ' 0 1 0-1 

FM Period: F-Mdtanby 7 (Kmtoe, SmMa) 
(pp). Second Period: P-LkndsayS (Parrish) 3L 
T.U^5oBranov 4 (Hogue, Ucavalla) TIM 
porlod: F-Ltadsoyfi (HUs) ten). Shots on 
80 * F- 16-1(W-a5, TE.- 3-1S4-34. 
Sorites: F-BD(te.T-a^RanfcnL 
■ariato 8 i 7—3 

Newdenay . • • o-O 

Period: None. Second Prated: B-Satan 
11 (Grose*) HH PwloO: B-Sotan )2 
(Browrv Grose*} (on).Sbotooa go* B- 9-9- . 
6—24. NJ.- 7-188-34. Conies: B-Hcae*. 
NJ^Bradevr. 

ONaw I I | 8—1 

PttMagb 18 8 1-2 

nri Period: OOohanseon 1XZ PvMonn ) 
(MBte^HnSna) Stood Period: None. Thud 
Period: Nona. OwrthMR 3. FVJagM 1 (Tltou,: 
Stegil Shots engMdiO- 88-13-2-31. P- M- 
1-1— 17.G«*as:0-TuBiiuttP-StaKtra. 

2 8 1—3 

Otago g l l-J 

Rest Period: P-Undros 18k (Jones). Z P- 
Desianllns 5 (BrOWAinoui) (pp). Second 
Prato* G4ate»ur6 CProtwt Chefcs) (pp). 

P9ri»* P-2elepi*in 3 (Jones, 
BrtmfAraooi) iC-Ghoxwr7 (ProberQ State 
«• 80* "P~ im-jt t 3-187—20. 
SoataK P-VtaUestwroc*. CrThtoauit 

•. 0 i m 

stums 1 3 ^ t 

Pksf PerfetaSJ^taitertn 7 (Hrinat Ytanra) 
Secnri Ported. UWlurpfay 5 CnmuL 
McCarty) 

Ytang) (pp). 4 O-Dandentrott 2 (Larionay, 
Lry> WS.S J _ ^PWtef|n 8 (Mod mils) Tsh). 
6, SJ_47emNra T8- (Nlactnnta Ynte#) tpp) 
J*** j Pwtofc D-Lflrionov 6 (Dondsnoutt 
KaDov] Shots Bo mot D-g.)6-7—3 P sj . 0 . 
12-lr-22. Barites: CMJsgaod. SJJ-Puhc. - 

* a y* y na oow 

itmrani - 2- 1 n--i 

H ert P« rie6:_ NashvHle, Boegbner 1 
ffrone fte. RomfrigJ z NcahvOe. 
YotJunenew 3 (Johnson) Soceod Period; 
Noriirita Johnson 4 (Yachnwnev, 
TRW Ported: 

UMW-5E7. Narintttel3-8*-26.Ge*e» 
y-Kota s, Tnbonxxl Nasimne. VOtow. 

SSL.- ! * 

'.eiwuao 13 g. « 

Rrst Period; G-Messfer 1 (Corbet HeiduU 
5®awd Prated: D4fofl 11 (Madam, Sydori 
(pp)-X CLentleaxTO CFoale, Fatsberg) (po> 

4, LehUnen 12 (Hod Sydoritod) HW 
PeriodrD-Hbfl 12 (Modn^lSta^^S!- 

sn-ioa • . .(-f.rf- 

Rrri PBripfc None. Secead Ported: Sj> 

* (Notav Hoolderi (pet). Iter 
Prato* LU fcd 2 (Maidne* shim) 
goafcV- 7-8-1 0—25. SJ^ 9-7-n — 27, 
V-Snwr. Sj.^hMde 

2*5** ? l 

rintuL P-Adsim 7. (Doan, Tveniovskvt 
State en goat -Tv. M W n • jjTr f ' 
17-27.6a*es P-Xbabtowtej. LJL-StofL^ 


He* Ucttenririte 2dl9J55; & Aim OllDn-L- 
soa Sweden 2S0957; 6. Junta Kosh^l'' 
Croofta, Zmi 2/ 7, Marika EA Germray. 
Ziautx Swta Net SwBntand, 2:1031; 9, 
Pendte Vrtbnft Swedoro ZKUfc ift Sputa 
PrefexK Stomata. 2:1053- 
OMNT NLAEOM «TAWPeWO» WtarTl 
»w— it 1, MrimKzec 360 poiris 2 Ffen- 
»ea 239:3, Wachta 19*4 Herts IdftJ 
Kariefic, >527 & EjO 14Z 7. Deborah Can- 
Poanoni Hriw 14ft O Lrita Pfccort, Prom 
77»P, OUaam-113t TO CorkweRey Brtfct 
Swiheriand, 102. < 

OVTOALt WXAKDOKM Inftar t» 

7, MeteadbEC 891 pointa Z Brft 

54ft IRenotoGoetochL Austria 485:4 HBde 

GetB,Gonwiny.46Q;i W8»»4QteonB(aie 
Gowgnocat Fans 37S 7, Kostofo 314:0 
FTemmea 3llj P. Isolde Keshta; MW 299: 
10 Regina Hownrt, Germany. 2S1. 1 


HIM 


-Arsanril. West Haro 0 

Blockbuml Aston Vfflol ' .u 

Gomntryl.Totantanil . 

EvwtonO Darby 0 . 

NeMcasttoOLeedsS - ,-j* 

Sheffield Yvednesday a LekzstorT 
• SaottaniptonO'Chefcaa 2 
VrimbtadoniCharttom 

printa'Astoriyq. 

» W SSS2J in ? Bd 34fLe « fc3a A 0 ** 1 

Weri-Hta, 2* 
wammaon 2 » Liverpool 2fc Lxicafer 3Z: 
P«hY25>Newaislte24;Toltenhota2*Em»- - 


. 'a -. 

mnoHAt im... . \ 

Q^tfBendctase^ 

lOOItAU 

^nOmLpofliiiAt 1 lejlqum “T 

T p Tbdd Sanerinwlo 

vm^S^f? <OTJlinw y HetJXtonln^ 


PPx^GVKlHd. 


«2S ,l ^ n ^ p,rt “ ^ Bw * 08 


Added FBcSfGroe&n. . 








World Cup 


^S*8T- 

WnHaagccraHftnct 




Cmum'' 
.ftuiwis Announced. 


Jtatbartrtbdl 


dftae Ptoronmi, Norwa« 2393 $ 4 , 
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the 
: Mer- 
cosur Cup is aq^iesiioapf honor.** 

It’s also a question of finances. The 
Copa ivfercosur, in its inaugural year, is 
played between the leading clubs from 
Brazil, Argentina, Paraguay, Chile an ‘ 
Uruguay, who take j»rt by mvitatioD. 
is conducted pzimarily for television. 
The winning team wfl] receive $3.9 
million from the South American Soc- 
cer Confederation. 

Spain Johan Cruyff, fee former Bar- 
celona coach and player, said that if Jose 
Luis Nunez, fee chib’s president, wants 
a reconciliation be must withdraw ac- 
cusations ' be made when he sacked 
Cruyff, Spanish newspapers reported 
-Sunday. •*_ 

. Nunez had said Saturday that he had 
sent Cruyff a letter intended to patch up 
the dispute between them. Tire club's 
current manager, Louis van Goal, is 
unpopular with- fanfr who have been 
urging that he, and Nhnez, be fired. 
Many have called for the return of Cruy- 
ff. Nunez’s letter fueled speculation in 
theSpanish medi&fhathe is preparing to 
dojustthai ” 

. But Cruyff said he was stUI seething 
from accusations when sacked in April 
1996. Cruyff, quoted in the Spanish 
press, said: “I demand Barcelona with- 
draw chums I cheated supporters and I I 
rmBq^niiyii^fcasooachfOTfinancial f 
and political ram.*’- 
Nunez haaSvritten to Chiyff about 
twto matches in Ins honor. The matches 
were part of Cruyff’s severance pack- 
age, felt never took place because re- 
lations between Cruyff and the dob 
have beed so poor. 

■Cruyff was hot invited to the launch- 
ing of the club’s centenary celebrations 
in November, and his name was ngt 
mentioned among the club's past glor- 
ies. In. his letter, Nunez offered to stage 
the matches on March 10 and April 6 as 
part of the centenary celebrations. « 

. (AP, AFP, Reuters) 


UL ■ 




•M 

^ tr’ 

' 


• H*- 

<r- 


.:>v. 


t.-l 

Lit 


«i Deal" 

N^r^inia 




u 




f: ■ ‘ 


V- C V : 







/ 


^ -*4*. T;'-j 





..-ft 









«N 

WuqJ 



SPORTS 


-*r 




vBucs Shuts Out Bengals in Must- Win Game 







K 
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ft; - The Associated Pros 

f. CSmmm — The Tanma Bay 
:Sneompars overcame the cold and . the 
^Cincinnati Bengals oa Sunday as the 
' leam gained its biggest and potentially 
imost important road victory ever. • 

! Mike Alstott, the BuccaneerfuBbaek, 

' ; had two of his three touchdown runs 


A 


> daring a 28-point firet half that set np^a 


•35-0 victory over the Bengals 


... . 

- * uL 

' 7> 1 jTTO 

■‘- ■**-.5*** 


MFL Koohdop 


■ most kpsided ioad victory in Tairma 
'Bay’s history. 

A After recording the third shutout in 
Tfeakirisc history, the Buccaneers (8-8) 
* headed home for the wdxznth of Florida 
‘ jmsure whether" their season was over. 

~ - *" ‘Ih^ywild clinch awld’canl berth if 

the New Yoric Giants woo and Arizona 
lost iff games that started shortly after 
the Buccaneers’ ended. The Tampa Bay 
victory eliminated the Giants. 


hand injury for die third tmy» f jn four 
games- when Paul Justin hurt his right 
second quarter. Erie 

game, finished atidforew a pair of in- 
terceptions. . ..• 

. Ronde Barbet’s interception at the 
Buccaneers ’"one-yard line ended Gn- 

annari’ R final genring threat e a rly in t he 
fourth quarter. Kresser finished seven- 
of-17 for 102 yards. 

.The smallest home crowd of the sea- 
son watched Cincinnati finish 3-13 for 
die fourth time, in die 1990s. The ap- 
proximately 40,000 fans booed each 
Bengal mishap and unfurled banners 
calling for Mike Brown tostep down as 


- : - 






' - \-i- 


needed from Cintdnnaii. The Bengals 
fumbled a pant, had another blocked, 
missed a field goal and lost snottier 
quarterback to a hand injury as Tampa 
&yroBedto a28-OhaIfmnelead. ! 

/ The 28^oizit half was Tampa Bay’s 
TOggest-itr 10 years and. tied for the 
/second-best in franchise history. The 


/• *6/ 28-point halftime lead was Tampa 

* -Bay’s biggest ever. 
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Ciaammti failed to score far foe-first 
{time, since .1992 and- was shut. out at 
pome for foe first time since a 34-0 
^strike replacement loss against Cleve- 
- r land in 1987. The last home shutout 
‘-before' that was 14-0 against Buffalo in 
:1980. 

Things broke the Buccaneers’ way 
- from foe start They were (M6 when foe 
^game-time temperature was 39 degrees 
•Fahrenheit (4 degrees centigrade} or be- 
; low; it had warmed to~40 degrees (with a 
■■ wind chill of29 degrees) at the coin flip 
'Sunday.- - ’ 

Trent Differ, foe Tampa Bay quar- 
terback, set the tone by dnowing a 50- 
‘yard touchdown pass to RobbTbcsnas 
«■ — who hadhad only one reception all 
'Season - — on foe fifth play of foe game. 
The Bengals crumbled after their 


general manager. 

Mwm an. Dolphin* is While Dan 
Reeves, the Atlanta coach, watched 
from home, massing his second straight 
game after heart bypass surgery, the 
Falcons finished out foe best regular 
season in team history with a rout ^ the 
visiting Mrami.Dolpnms. 

Atlanta (14-2), had already clinched 
foe National FootbaB Conference West, 
a first-round bye and No. 2 seed in foe 
conference - behind Minnesota. But 
Reeves, in a midweek telephone call, 
fold his players that it was important to 
go into foe playoffs 00 a roll. 

They did. The Falcons stunned foe 
turnover-plagued Dolphins (10-6) by 
jumpi ng to a 21-0 lead just eight 
minutes info foe gone and enter foe 
postseason with a nine-game winning 
streak. 

Miami, coming off a Monday night 
victory over Denver, needed another 
victory to ensure a home game in the 
first round of the playoffs. But the Dol- 
Jost four tumbles, and Dan 
their quarterback, was inter- 
twice. 

Dolphins still gained a home 



Testaverde Lifts Jets Over Patriots 


New York Finishes at 12-4, Earning a Bye in First Wkek of Playoffs 


The Associated Press 

EAST RUTHERFORD, New Jersey 
— The last time the New York Jets 
finished a season this hot, they won their 
only Super BowL 

With a history sprinkled whh few 
successes aid so many disappoint- 
ments, finding highlights for foe Jets 
never was an easy chore. That is, until 
tills season, which they finished off in 


style Sunday, routing foe New England 
Patriots, 31-10, behind Vinny Test- 


*n:!tbrlni 

Ixliwt* 


-kicker, 
-on'a’40-' 
ifirst* 


, missed wide right 
field goal attempt on their 
Alston's one-yard 
dive made it 14-0, and Eric 
Bieniemy fumbled the kickoff to set up 
Another Alstott one-yard posh only 2:49 
Eater. 

’«• Dilfer’s four-yardtoodidownpassto 
: - . Reidel Anthony made it 28^0 wifo 8:07 
- ^4} Teftin foe secood quarter. 




The Bengals lost a quarterback to a th 


ew York Jets. Miami will play host 
to Buffalo next weekend. . 

J amal Anderson carried 18 times for 
103 yards, includi ng a 36-yard touch- 
down. He set an NFL record for most 
rushing attempts in a season, finishin g 
with 410 to eclipse by three the mark set 
by James Wilder of Tampa Bay in 

Marino threw for 320 yards — his 
thud straight 300-yard game — but it 
didn’t matter. The Dolphins gave up a 
season high for points, but finished the 
season having allowed only 265 points, 
the best in foe NFL. 

- Atlanta, which led 24-6 at halftime, 
blew it open with two more quick scores 
intbethiidperiod. scoring both times an 
the very-next jtiay after Miami fumbles. 


a verde's four touchdown passes. 

The Jets, 1-15 just two years ago 
before Bill Parcells took over as coach, 
set a franchise record with their 12th 
victory. It was their sixth straight tri- 
umph, and their 12-4 record earned the 
team a playoff bye this weekend. 

. It has been 30 years, or back when Joe 
Namath was in the midst of his Hall of 
Fame career, since the Jets have been so 
strong. 

Testaverde, in what he has called “a 
magical season,” set a clnb record with 
29 touchdown passes. His 12th pro sea- 
son has been his best by for, and prob- 
ably much better than anyone imagined 
when he signed in June as a free agent to 
back up Glenn Foley. 

The AFC’s leading passer, Test- 
ayerde had toucbdpwn passes of 4 yards 


to Kyle Brady. 8 yards to Curtis Martin, 
17 to Dedric Ward and 24 to Keyshawn 
Johnson. He completed 17 of 27. 

Martin, another key free- agent ad- 
dition this year, rushed 29 times for 102 
yards. 

And for all their firepower — 416 
points this season — the Jets also al- 
lowed the second-fewest points in the 
league. 266. just one more than Miami 

The Patriots (9-7) already had made 
the playoffs despite a rash of injuries to 
key players. Among foe missing Sunday 
were quarterback Drew Bledsoe, wide 
receiver Terry Glenn and inside line- 
backer Ted Johnson. Without them — 
and with the Jets on such a roll — the 
Patriots had little chance. 

Bum 19, Uona 10 If the Baltimore 
Ravens had played this well all season, 
maybe Ted Marchibroda would have 
felt better about his team’s victory over 
the visiting Detroit Lions. 

Instead, be walked off foe field with 
the understanding that the game might 
have well marked the end of his career 
as an NFL head coach. 

Priest Holmes scored a touchdown 
and became the Ravens’ first 1,000- 
yard rusher as Baltimore (6-10) closed a 
disappointing season by beating foe er- 
ror-prone Lions (5-1 1). 
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Missouri Deals 
inia 




Bowl Defeat 


•- The Amci a uti Pres* 

. . TUCSON, Arizona — West Virginia 

fiawldn' t quite keepup with the Joneses 
foe InsighLcom BowL 
* Ccarby-Joncsrushed ftH- tfareetoucZi- 
iftowns and JuKan. JOnes' hater 
and. blocked a punt for a 



o. zj Missouri (8-4) hddontobeat foe 
Mountaineers, 34r31, Saturday n i g ht 
£ “There’s not much you can say,” 
skid Corby Jones, whose father Cortin a 


CoumFoouAiL 



^ J(fissouri assistant coach, died of st heart 
** "attack in July. “We just didT this far my 
tl-. dad and fertile team.” , 

£ Julian Jones, who also had 10 un- 
? ; assisted tackles and a39-yard free kick 



Magic Handshake Helps 
Canadiens Grab a Victory 


The Associated Press 

TORONTO — As Maurice (The 
Rocket) Richard made his exit on a red 
carpet from center ice after the cere- 
monial face-off prior to the last Montreal 
Canadian s-Taronto Maple Leafs game 
in Maple Leaf Gardens, Stepfaane 
Quintal glided over and shook his hand. 

With 4:58 remaining in foe game. 
Quintal slid a shot that bounced off 


N HI. Roundup 


foe slide of Curtis Joseph, the Toronto 


: Canadiens a 2-1 victory Saturday. 

“1 shook his hand and maybe that’s 
why I scored,” Quintal said of his first 
goal this season. 

The victory saved the Canadiens the 


dubious distinction of tying foe club 
!5-26a 


. return that helped set op a score, was 


a * ^ ^i 




A; named the gamers outstanding player. 
The sophomore started at cosnerback 
r' i^cause foe senior Wade Perkins was 
1 '^spended for foe game for unspecified 

n team rule yfoiations: 

’ ;‘ t West Virginia :(8-4) lost its ei^tifo 
;; r consecutive ' bowl . game, tying Sooth 
Carolina’s NCAA Di vision I record. 

V * South Cafoliha’s skid ended with a vicr 
M iwy over West Vngmia.in foe 1995 
, .' r . parquest BowL: ' 

*»• “I was^dfor Wade because I knew 
t would -have been bis East game,” 
olian Jones said. “I tried tocomein and 
' /Sp foc things that he woold have done 
our team, because he is a big-time 
flayer.” . : ....... 

v Mare Bulger of West Virginia com- . 


Bob CJbnDhm. t»dul Pi»» 

Air Force’s Scott McKay hauling in a scoring pass against Washington. 



‘ Bowl records, for a school-record 429 
. yards and four second-half touchdowns 
to bring foe Mountaineers back from a 
2 1-point deficit: Bulger’s four touch- 
down passes tied an Insight.com Bowl 
record, and his leading receiver, Sean 
Fbremzuvcaugbf an Inaght.com record 
11 passes foe 189 yards. - 
Bulger’s nine-yard scoring pass to 
Amos Zorepue cut Missouri’s read to 
31-24 with 10:27 to play, and his one- 
yard toudidbwn toss to David Saunders 
xnadn.it 34-31 w ifo 2:11 to ]day. But 
Dtt^yne Blaklcy. of Missouri recovered 
. the <mskk>-kfok attaatpL, and the Tigers 
ren oin foe dock. 

• Corby looes and Deviri West, in their 
final ctmqgiate game, led a 76-yard, 14- 



Louisville Upsets Kentucky Once Again 


The Associated Pros . 
LOUIS VILLE, Kentucky — A lot 
of- people were surmised by Louis- 
i vine’s upset ofNo. 3 Kacitndcy. None 
« .(rffoem^yedjteUwfeia^ 
y, - /> Thera was no doubt in my mind 
weitotild beat them/’ ^id Tcmy Wil- 
liams, a forward, after the Cardinals 




■CoiLIOllASSmAU 


|^foe.\55Idcats, 83-74. on Saturday. 
fl'Wo nil btew we could do. tins.” 


f i^ncinc^i seven straight Tate in the 
* stand half, as LoutsviHer beat its. 
|f . — = — J 


. ffiia intrasate rival for the second 


UK.. - ____ 

and Cameron Murray 
/Jack added MpoinrsasLouisvTlfo<5- 


2), bazuted this 
play by tbe NCAA, won 
consecutive game. 

“This was .a big win far oar kids 
because everybody thought it was a 
fluke last year — and it jmibably 
. was,” said Denny Crum, tire Louis- 
ville coach, reftnmg to foe 79-76 
victory at Kentucky’s Rapp Arena. 

Kentucky Y 10-3), which was com- 
ing offi71-60 Iossto second-ranked 
Duke, has losrtwo straight for the first 
time since 1954." 

"" The Cardinals forced Kentncky in- 
to 18 turnovers and held the Wildcats 
to 46 percent foocrtlng from the field, 
including only 2-trf-l5 from 3-point 
xauge.' 


Scott Padgett led Kentucky with 13 
^intSi and Michaei Bradley had 12. 


-yard field goal 

3:44 to go put the Tigers up 34-24. 

Wert, foe No. 5 rusher in Division l- 
A, finished with 12S yards in 31 at- 
tempts. Zereoue, the nation's No. 6 rush- 
ear, managed just 32 yards in 22 carries. 

KEfflTAQC bowl Ryan Lewis ran 57 
yards and 13 yards for third-quarter 
touchdowns, and Southern University 
went on to bear Bethune-Cookman, 28- 
2, Saturday in its fourth straight Heritage 
Bowl appearance in (be Georgia Dome. 

Steve Woofford ran for 1 19 yards on 
27 carries for Southern. The Jaguars (9- 
3), the Southwestern Athletic Confer- 
ence representatives, won for foe fourth 
time in five Heritage Bowls. 

OAHU BOWL Air Force, ranked No. 
16, routed Washington, 45-25, in the 
Oahu Bowl in Honolalu on Chris mas 
Day. Snubbed in the national cham- 
pionship selection process despite an 
11-1 record, Air Force placed an ex- 
clamation point on its season with the 
dominating victory over the Huskies. 

The game was the bottom half of a 
first-ever bowl-game doubleheader. 

aloha bowl In the first half of the 
doubleheader in Honolulu, Mike 
Moschetri threw for four touchdowns to 
lead Colorado to a 51-43 vicmiy over 
Oregon. Moschetri threw TD passes of 
72 yards to Danin Chiaverini; 58 yards 
to Marcus Saggers, 20 yards to Daniel 
Graham and 5 yards to Javon Green. 

BUIE-CHAY allstar classic In 
Montgomery, Alabama, Jason Bray bad 
two interceptions and a key fumble re- 
covey and Kaisteo Bailey, his team- 


record, shared by the 1925-26 and 1935- 
36 teams, for foe longest winless streak 
of 12 games. 

Earlier in foe day, the Canadiens hired 
farmer Montreal star and New Jersey 
Devils coach Jacques Lemaire to assist 
general manager Rejean Houle in trying 
to improve the club’s sagging fortunes. 

Sabre 2 , DavSs o Dommik Hasek, the 
Buffalo goalie, recorded his fourth 
shutout in December, and Miraslav Satan 
scored both goals as the Saints won in 
New Jersey. Hasek, who leads foe NHL 
with seven shntonts, has not allowed a 
goal in 163 minutes, 35 seconds. 

irtw d w 4, Brans z Mike Watt and 
Claude Lapointe scored in the third peri- 
od as the New York Islanders beat vis- 
iting Boston. 

Ranuftfs 6, H un i esm a Petr Nedved 
had two goals and two assists, and foe 
New Yak Ranges* scored six times in 


straight home loss. 

PmgiansLSmatMsi In Pittsburgh, 
Jaromir Jagr scored 1:18 into overtime 
to beat Ottawa. 

Peter Skudra, Pittsburgh's backup 
goalie, played brilliantly — particularly 
in the third period, when his team was 
outs hot 13-1 — to give the Penguins a 
chance to win. 

Flyers 3, Btecfchawfcs 2 Eric Lindros 
and Erie Desjardins scored in the first 
four minutes as Philadelphia won in 
Chicago to extend its unbeaten streak to 
seven games. Doug Gilmour scored 
both Chicago goals — and recorded his 
1 000th NHL career point. 

Blues 4, Red Wk>«& 3 In St. Louis, 
Scott Pellerin scored twice as the Blues 
extended Detroit’s losing streak to a 
season-high five games. 

The five-game losing streak is the 
longest for the two-time defending 
Stanley Cup champions since foe 1990- 
91 season. 

Pradatovs 3, Capita** i In Nashville, 
rookie goal tender Tomas Vokoun 
earned his second straight victory 
> finalist as the 



fokoun, wbo bad made 5U saves in 
the Predators* 5-3 victory over Detroit 
on Wednesday, needed to stop just 26 of 
27 shots against foe struggling Capitals. 
Washington has won just three of us last 


1 2 games. James Black’s goal with 7:07 
left in the game spoiled the shutout bid 


by Vokoun, a 22-year-old from the 
Czech Republic. 

Stars4,Avalane!w2 Brett Hull scored 


two power-play goals, giving him seven 
goals in seven games, as Dallas ex- 


foe second period for a victory in 
Greensboro, North ( 


Carolina. 

Adam Graves also scored two goals, 
and Jeff Beukeboom, Sean Pronger and 
Niklas Sundstrom had two assists 
apiece for New York. 

Pantlwra 3, Ughtnhg 1 In Tampa, 
Florida, Sean Burke stopped 23 shots, 
and Bill Lindsay bad two goals as Flor- 
ida tianfted iha Li ghtning their ninth 


tended its unbeaten streak toll with a 
victory over visiting Colorado. 

Hull, with 13 points in his last 11 
games, added an assist, and Mike Mod- 
ano had two assists, helping Dallas 
reach the 300-assist plateau. 

Shades 2 , Canucks 0 In San Jose, 
Backup goal lender Steve Shields recor- 
ded his first NHL shutout, and Patrick 
Marleau and Mike Ricci each scored a 
goal as the Sharks beat Vancouver. 

Shields stopped 25 Vancouver shots. 


Vikings Win 

To Post 15-1 

Season Mark 


Minnesota Sets 3 Records 
In 26-16 Pasting of Oilers 


By Thomas George 

New York Tones Service 


NASHVILLE, Tennessee — It 
looked like a team that had clinched 
everything — foe playoffs, home-field 
advantage, team and individual honors 
— a team that had everything going for 
it on foe road against a team whose 


matchup more intense. More urgent, 
e Viki 


A1 Brfanuo/nir Aarabatrd hni 

Mike Alstott of Tampa scoring over Billy Granville, felt, Remard Wilson (55) and Takeo Spikes (51) of Cincinnati. 


The game marked foe end of 
Marchibroda ’s three-year contract 
Although he wore a broad smile as he 
shook hands with the Detroit coach, 
Bobby Ross, after the game, it is a 
virtual certainty that Marchibroda will 
not return next season. 

Marchibroda, 67, failed to produce a 
winning season with foe Ravens and is 
16-31-1 over that span. His dismissal 
could come as soon as Monday. 

The Ravens led, 16-0. in foe second 
quarter, then let the lead dwindle to 16- 
10 before Matt Stover kicked a 30-yard 
field goal with 5:03 remaining to clinch 
foe victory. 

Holmes gained 132 yards on 20 car- 
ries and finis hed with 1,008 yards for 
foe season. Jim Harbaugh shrugged off 
an early elbow injury to finish 17-for-26 
for 141 yards and a touchdown. 

chMs si. Raiders a* On Saturday, the 
Chiefs extended their record of dom- 
inance over Oakland to 1 7 victories in the 
last 19 games between the two teams. 

Derrick Thomas returned a fumble 44 
yards for a score, and Tony Gonzalez 
caught a 20-yard touchdown pass to 
break a fourth-quarter tie for foe visiting 
Chiefs. “Unfortunately, we can’t use 
this as a springboard, because we’re not 
in the playoffs.” Thomas said- 


foe Vikings, who are set for the National 
Football Conference playoffs, with a bye 


this weekend. The NFC road to the Super 
Bowl must now go through Minnesota. 

“I really believe that our talent level 
is not that much different from that 
team,” said Saraari Rolle, foe rookie 
cornerback fa Tennessee, which has 
been stuck at 8-8 for three consecutive 
seasons. “The difference may be in part 
taleoL, but it is just as much in con- 
fidence. That is a very confident group. 
Yon can tell by the way they talk before 


they play. They just believe.” 
The Vikii ' 


: Vikings have already earned his- 
tory. In this game alone, they set three 
NFL records. 

• Their 556 points this season broke 
the league record of 541 set by foe 
Washington Redskins in 1983. 

• Gary Anderson scored 10 points to 
give foe kicker 164 for the season. He 
surpassed Mark Moseley of Washington 
(161 in 1983) as the highest scoring 
kicker for a single season. Anderson also 
had a perfect season in field goals (35 of 
35) and in extra points (59 of 59). He 
stretched his NFL record of consecutive 
field goals to 40 over two seasons. 

• Moss and Cris Carter, the Vikings 
receivers who both scored touchdown 
catches, set a record for most touch- 
downs by a receiving duo (28 — Moss 
with 17 and Carter with 1 1). 

• ‘We played like we were capable of 
playing, ’ Carter said, “and we knew it 
was going to be a tough week with 
Christinas and traveling and all of those 
things. I think we handled it really well. 
The 15-1 record does not matter now. 
We have home field in the playoffs, and 
we are 0-0 now. But we are excited 
about what we can do.” 



*PidE ftpoc/AP 

Hie Vikings 9 Gary Anderson, who 
went 35 for 35 on field goals this 
year, hitting a 39-yarder Sunday. 


mate at Auburn, scored the winning 

31-24 


touchdown in foe Gray squad's 
victory Friday. 


LoswMrRiasteifiarreanl? Can’t find a casfi Biacfilne? Help is fust one cal away. 

For 24-hour cardholder assistance, call MasterCard Global Servicer" Anytime. Anywhere- Any language. 

Cal! toll-free*; United Kingdom: 0800-96-4767 Germany: 0130-81-9104 
France: 0-800-90-1387 Italy: 1678-70866 Spain: 900-97-1231 



■In other countries, call directory assistance or «ak your hotri condeine. 
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season blew up long ago. It looked like 
foe Minnesota Vikings, < 


_ .down by 13-8al 
halftime against foe Tennessee Oilers, 
needed a collective jolt, something to 
spark foe day, something to make this 


> i 

: \ 


The Vikings found it in foe third 
quarter. That is their quarter. 

The Vikings rook foe opening kickoff 
in the third quarter and dominated foe 
(filers. They drove 76 yards in nine 
plays, and Randall Cunningham fin- 
ished foe series by tossing a 5-yard 
scoring pass to Randy Moss. Cunning- 
ham-to-Moss earned the two-point con- 
version, too, and foe Vikings were set, 
as they went on to a 26-16 victory 
Saturday at Vanderbilt University. 

Minnesota outscored Tennessee by 
15-3 in foe third quarter, which helped 
the Vikings set the record for foe most 
points in a season in National Football 
League history (556). Those points also 
gave Minnesota a 139-58 scoring ad- 
vantage in third-qnarter play this sea- 
son. Minnesota earned a 15-1 regular 
season record, to join the 1984 San 
Francisco 49ers and foe 1985 Chicago 
Bears as the only teams to finish with 
that record; both of those teams went on 
to win foe Super Bowl. 

“We can score on special teams, on 
defense and on offense,” said Dennis 
Green, the bead coach. “The scoring 
record we earned today is a team record. 
We made enough plays in the second 
half, and Randall Cunningham played a 
solid game. The offense came around, 
but we always have a fast-starting de- 
fense. We have a team foal plays to- 
gether. That makes me most proud.” 
Cunningham was 23 of 35 for 235 
passing yards with two touchdowns and 
one interception. 

It was the eighth victory in a row for 
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life Ban Is Urged 
For 2 Australians 

cricket Kbalid Mahmood, the 
chairman of die Pakistan Cricket 
Board, said that Pakistan, India and 
Sri Lanka would lobby the Inter- 
national Cricket Council to ban 
Shane Warne and Mark Waugh, 
two Australian stars, for life. 

The Australian pair apologized 
this month for providing pilch and 
weather information to an Indian 
bookmaker while on (our of Sri 

I jnka in 1994. They were fined by 
the Australian Cricket Board in 
February 1995, an action kept 
secret until early this month. The 
scandal is on die agenda of the 
cricket council’s meeting Jan. 10- 

I I in Christchurch, Mew Zealand. 

"The subcontinent was unani- 
mous that the guilty players should 
be banned for life when we met at 
New Delhi 10 days ago," Mah- 
mood said Saturday. ( Reuters ) 

[Test Cricket — Page 16] 

NFL Opens Video Path 
For Black Coaches 

football The National Foot- 
ball League said it would tty to 
promote the hiring of black coaches 
by videotaping interviews of se- 
lected assistant coaches and making 
the tapes available to its teams. 

It said the interviews would be 
done by an independent consulting 
agency in the next few weeks and 
would include about 20 to 30 can- 
didates, most of them blade 

There are only three black head 
coaches in the league. One, Ray 
Rhodes, is expected to be Hied by 
Philadelphia after the season. The 
others are Dennis Green of Min- 
nesota and Tony Dungy of Tampa 
Bay. (NYT.AP) 

Former World Champion 
John Pulman Dies at 75 

snooker John Pulman, the 
farmer world snooker champion 
has died at age 75. Pulman, who 
was world professional champion 
from 1957 to 1968, had been hos- 
pitalized after breaking his hip in a 
Fall. tAFP) 

Humbug to the NBA 

basketball Michael Wilbon, 
the Washington Post columnist 
offered a seasonal reaction to die 
National Basketball lockout: 

“You know the first thought that 
came to mind- when I heard news of 
this Jan. 7 deadline, the so-called 


Sports 

The Year in Sports, 1998: Tdo Many 

Drugs, Fan Violence and Strikes 
Dim Bursts of Athletic Brilliance 
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'drop dead* date, for the NBA and 
its players to negotiate a deal? That 
both sides should, figuratively 
speaking of course, drop dead. ’* 

“1 know that's not exactly an 

dc^come in the spirit of the NBA 
and its players, who subscribe to 
their own twisted motto: It is better 
to receive than to give.” ( WP) 


By Christopher Clarey 

InurmatitHtal Herald Tribune 

S EVILLE. Spain — “So let me get 
this straight, you actually get pud 
to go to games?” 

I have been hearing this question or a 
version of it since I became a 
sports wri ter, and even if isn’t altogether 
tme — I actually get paid to write at 
warp speed after going to games — I 
always have liked the tone ofit sports as 
escapism; an Olympic-ringed circus to 
leaven our daily bread. 

But the tone of the question and the 
tone of my workplace have been di- 
verging for quite some time, and al- 
though. dear reader, that is hardly your 
problem, there was usually something 
to take all our minds off the games in 
199S. 

It started in January with Australian 
customs officials searching through the 
luggage of the Chinese swimmer Yuan 
Y uan as she arrived for the world swim- 
ming championships and finding vials 
of human-growth hormone, a banned 
substance. 

U continued in February when a Ca- 
nadian named Ross Rebagliati received 
a lot more attention for testing positive 
for marijuana than for winning the first 
snowboarding gold medal in Olympic 
history. 

It accelerated in July with the world’s 
greatest bicycle race degenerating into a 
police chase in the wake of more drug 
searches, seizures, arrests and — for a 
change — admissions, although Rich- 
ard Virenque's was not among them. 

It extended into December with a 
full-blown Olympic bribery scandal and 
a National Basketball Association labor 
dispute that appeared it might be in- 
tractable enough to force cancellation of 
the season for the first time in history. 

Perhaps that is a harbinger of the 
post-modern sports world: one in which 
there are no games. 

But even if the NBA players* lawyers 
and the league's lawyers come to agree- 
ment, I have the lingering suspicion that 
the whole enterprise of sport, title spon- 
sors and exclusive-rights holders is 
chugging steadily toward a cliff. 

Attribute it to what you will: the 
inevitable price of decadence; the over- 
emphasis on manufactured and well- 
marketed heroes instead of real heroes, 
or human nature. But however one ex- 
plains it, the bright moments for me in 
1998 — John El way and his Denver 
Broncos finally winning the Super 
Bowl; the cross-country skiier Bjorn 
Daehlie sprawling across die finish line 
to win his eighth Olympic gold medal; 
Alex Corretja’s and Carlos Moya’s 
friendly post-final embrace at the 
French Open; Zinedine Zidane’s near- 
post headers in the World Cup final; 
Marion Jones sprinting down a track 
with imperfect form and nobody in front 
of her — are fighting a losing battle for 
space in my memory bank with the 
uglier moments. 

A few postcards, some sweet and 
some bittersweet, from the world of 
sports in 1998: 


Jan. 23, Caitkn tfAmpazzo, Italy: In 

the streets, die dowagers in their furs are 
sharing space with the hoi polloi in their 
parkas. But inside a three-star hotel 
chosen expressly for its inconspicuous- 
ness, Alberto Tomba is running his 
bands nervously, compulsively across 
his face and through his thick curly hair 
as he talks about the upcoming Winter 
Olympics. Tomba looks trim; he looks 
tan, bathe looks anything but tranquil as 
he describes the cumulative psycholog- 
ical effects of an ongoing tax inves- 
tigation and the ongoing examination of 
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Ins private life by the fourth estate. This 
will be the final season for the mancbild 
whose rharjsrnn made skiing appealing 
to the masses. 

Fab. 1 3, Nagamo, Japan SpOrtS writers 
train themselves to control their emo- 
tions. Cheering in the press box is not 
allowed, not even for the team yon used 
to live and cry for as a child, and I 
sometimes have to remind myself that it 
is completely acceptable to ajppland at 
the theater. But on the morning of the 
much-delayed men’s Olympic downhill 
race, my training fails me completely as 
I watch Hermann Maier of Austria at- 
tack a narrow turn with typical in- 
souciance and then, most unexpectedly 
and spectacularly, hurtle off a lip and 
take flight As. the world’s dominant 
skier heads toward the ozone layer, skis 
and poles akimbo, I am shooting with a 
mixture of surprise and dread, and I 
don’t stop shouting until Maier has 
crashed and skidded through two se- 
curity fences. Three days later, Maier 
would recover his balance and I my 
composure. He would win the first of 
two Olympic gold medals by domin- 
ating the Super-G. 

April «, Bratislava, Slovak Republic: 

How many tennis fans, or even tennis 
fanatics, would pay to watch Dominik 
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Bjarne Rris of Denmark discussing a riders' 
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The world champion French soc- 
cer team being feted by fans along 
the Avenue des Champs-Elysees. 


Hrbaty play Magnus Gustafsson? Pre- 
cious few, bur it was one of my favorite 
matches of the year. Hrbaty is a Slovak; 
Gustafsson is a Swede, And with this 
Davis Cup first-round match tied at 2-2, 
both men need a victory to put their team 
in the quarterfinals. The 31 -year-old 
Gustafsson. has spent the week in Brat- 
islava in bed with a virus. The day 
before this mainh he was interviewing 
his Sweetish teammates for television. 

Bui because of an injury to Mikael 
Tills trom, the convalescent Gustafsson 
is on the other end of the camera today. 
After he wins in four nervy sets, in spite 
of a chronic cough and a lot of crowd 
support for Hrbaty, his fellow Swedes 
toss him into the air and nib his balding 

in sight, and eight a ^nths SI !ater, the 
Swedes would be rubbing Gustafsson’s 
head again as he helped them win their 
third Davis Cup title in five years. 

May 8, Rmm.- I am sitting near the 
grandstand court at the Fora Italico, the 
one ringed with neoclassical nodes com- 
missioned during die reign of Benito 
Mussolini And when Venus Williams 
has finished working over her smaller, 
infinitely more unassuming Spanish op- 
ponent, she saunters over to the stands 
and begins signing autographs. An el- 
derly, excited Italian man leans over die 
railing and shouts like an auctioneer. 
"Grande. Grande, Grande. You wifi be 
big, big, big,big!” The 6-foot- 1V& (1.85- 
meter) Williams looks up at the spec- 
tator with amusement in ber eyes and 
begins to laugh loudly, the braces on her 
teeth, flashing in toe afternoon sun* 

' June If, ManaBlai The mail L am 
talking to in the hardscrabble housing 
project of La Castellane looks a lot tike 
Zinedine Zidane. That is because he is 
Zidane’s older brother, Farid, who, on- 
like Zinedine, still lives here. Farid is 
explaining that it is not easy for those of 
North African descent to find their place 
in contemporary France. His brother has 
managed quite nicely by controlling a 
soccer ball better than almost anyone on 
the planet, and as we walk around the 
concrete concourse where Zidane ac- 
quired some of his skills as a youngster, 
a rainbow coalition of teenagers gathers 
to answer queries on the eve of France’ s 
World Cup opener against South Africa. 
"Here it’s not easy to succeed,’’ one of 
the teenagers observes. "But with Zid- 


ane, at least people in "La Castel l a n e 
know that iris possible." 

July 12 , parisi Zidane has just re- 
defined Fhench spouting success at the 
expense of Ronaldo and the and After 
writing into the night, I exit the d- 
lipitical Scade de France, die' newest 
- national monument in a country over- 
flowing with them. Outside, the crowd 
is still dense and we are soon packed 
tightly against each other as . we inch 
toward the entrance to the metro. : 

"On est les champions; On est les 
champions ; On est. On est. On est les 
champions!" ■■ , 

U nlike the En glish or the Brazilians; 
the French don’t have a trove of soccer 
songs, but they have improvised. On the 
Avenue des Champs-Elysees, they 
gather and sing by die tens of thousands 
as the faces of Zidane and other French 
players are projected onto the carved 
stone of the Arc de Triompbe. 

It has been a schizophrenic World 
Cup, the genuine and wholesome «&- 
thusiasm in die stands sometimes over- 
shadowed by the rioting in the streets of 
Marseille and Lens. 

I had been in- both those cities daring 
the violence, and as I approach the 
Champs-Elysees on my bicyrierin.&e 
early hours of July 13 to rejoin the 
revehy, lam content that my fired image 
of the globe’s most bopi^ spcffting 
event will be of joy, of ideas*.* 

But when I arrive at toeAro de Tri- 
omphe, red lights are flashing; ambu- 
lances, police care.comnH]^^ 
icked driver has accelerated through a 
crowd of pedestrians, , mjuring<xr| 3 ny. 
The party m this part, of town wop/t be 
quite the same party a gntri^ and" this 
flawed final Wood Cup evening is, un- 
fortunately, in perfcct harmony with a 
flawed World Cop. *>„. ... . - 

Ado. a, Monaco* The Tour de France 
turned out to be an ad hoc seminar on 
morality and the hazards of EPO, an 
artificial honiroi»thittincieaBestheflow 
’ of oxygen to muscles. Michelle Smitb- 
De Brain, a triple gold medalist in swim- 
ming at toe 1996 Summer Olympics, has 
been banned from cotnpetition for four 
years for tampering wim her own none 
samples. lamm Monaco for a track-and- 
field meet, and as I look down on Stade 
Louis II fromtbe old city several hours 
before the competition be gins X realize ' 
how much mare difficult it is to find the 


right tone in this climate, of suspicion. 
Today’s world-record bolder could be 
tomorrow’s pariah; today’s bitter fourth - 
place finisher a. vindicated medalist. _ 

How todeave room for revision with- 
om casting aspersions on everyone? How 
to do justice to a remarkable sporting feat 
without sounding unjustly skeptical? 

- Iupfiwhir r, M«w YoricPete Sampras 
is 'still in the rntmmg to match Roy 
Emersons ctoee^sec^ 
victories at the United .States Open, bust 
.. as I walk through toe American comet" 
of toe press room at Flashing Meadows, 
nearly all the teterviskn^aretbaedutoa 
SLLouis Canfinab baseball game. 

A global, spent has been tramped by 
the local ana as Mark McGwhe s suc- 
cessful chaseofthcrin«k^«casoahcHrK- 
run recced continues, T meet regularly 
with foreign -colleagBes from Ranee, 

. toe Czech Republic toad Sweden who 
axeioal^ ffif mefcSSors that work for 

dosing in 

an&gemar Stehtnaik’s 88 World Cop 
victories, Fsaggesr hopefully to the. 

. Swed^Jrty fowagB colleagues also 
Want to knowwfry androstenediooe, toe 

or League 
is banned by toe Tnter- 
^alirinaT fWyTi mi^ UnmTni tlffK. That due 
is much mareoifficult to answer. 

„ MM^UbK^ZimlNAinilnB 

m this ^riiggfing and lovely southern 
Afrieannation to do a sooty on the Black 
: children— Byron, Wayne and Cararj- . 
who grew up on a farm near the 'Zi- 
mbabwean capital of Harare and toe. all 
successful touring tennis professionals. 
After spending a lew days with their 
family, 1 have come to this artificial lake 
that is a magnet for wildlife. This morn- 
ing, I have rented a boot, andmydrivar 
is a young, lean Zimbabwean named 
Silas. We spot fuppos told crocodiles 
near toe shore. We spot cape buffaloes 
on an island. We find kiidn andimpala, . 
kingfishers and jacanas. As we are re- 
laxing and admiring a bullelepiham as it 
approaches the lake to drink, Silas in? 
quires abootmy line of work. I tell b toy 
and SElas stays .quiet a while before ’• 
finally asking, , "So what realty , 
happened to Ronaldo at toe World 
Cup?" I look at Silas. I look at toe 
elephant, and I start to tongh a global ; 
villager adrift on Lake Kariba. • ■ ■ 
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